Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



ir (-.....It-^:, >y ,.., 



rr. 









,iU c I 



DISCOVERIES 
lEROGLYPIIICS, 



©tfjer ^nttqutticst. 



MORE ISSTRVMIVn. 'I 



F EAET.IER 'I'IMEf. 



BY ROBERT I>t:-. j;!lKLL, ESQ. 



IIB ONK HUNDRED AND >'I\rTY-"!\ WOOU r\fittAVtNC?, 

AND SUSDUY pr,_^TV;s lOXTAIMKC. VARIOUS 

UROLr'.iS OF FKiCUKS. 



n:,i 



Vi SIX VOUMIIS. ' _ 

VOL. 1. ^^'.•'•'' '''-''T{ l/X 




ILonnan 



h 

W IjiD soi.o UY tv. ci.AitKK, ooND-iiTniiitT; rAY>F:, pall-hill; 

I M. ^''"'TK AND COCIIRANF, l-LEF.T-STRIKT J UEARNE, 218, 

J mL tottkkuaM'Cuuut-road; and uamili 

PATBRNOSTKR-KOW. 
IS1». 



.»».--. 









"Ode 

■ 

it 'Jo 



\ 



■;'. fO 



-. .lit 






< 



PREFACE. 



About seven years ago I printed several 

cissertations, the object of which was to 

shew that the classic writings and the arts 

of the ancients, have a constant relation to 

♦*''* sciences ; but, well knowing that in 

ging such copious subjects under so 

a point of view, mistakes must at first 

navoidable, I refrained from publishing 

e dissertations, and adopted a middle 

se, by giving away about a hundred 

es of them, to various classes of readers. 

conclusions to which they led, (among 

rs not less novel,) were these, " That in 

1 the classics, and in the different spe- 

nens of the arts which have come down 

us from the ancients, no part of any of 



" them is to be understood, without 
"posing that they are mere vehicle 
*• knowledge, not intended to meet the 
" or the understanding on the first inspM^tN^ 
" tion or perusal ;" and " that this my^fti^* 
" rious, or enigmatical method of compo^' 
*' tioh exists in other voluminous writiBgf i 
•* of a much later date than those which W ■ 
** commonly called classics." ^'"•^ i 

In a future volume of this undertaking?? 
shall resume the consideration of somdustf 
the details presented in those dissertati(S^> 
to which the intermediate volumes will^bfe 
no unfit introduction. If those intermeditile I 
volumes should appear at first sight to hSi're 
no very close connection with the gen^iul 
title of the book, such a connection will 1 
more manifest hereafter. It will be unnie^ 
pessary to say more here, when I shall haVd 
brought to the reader's recollection tliel 



fable, prefixed to the romance of 

: this fable will be found strictly 

e to every thing I am about to 

nottice in the ensuing pages, and may at the. 

ssmae time serve to justify a suspicion, that 

the entertaining production at the head of 

vhich it stands, might itself, if properly 

explained, be adduced in proof of both the 

propositions above advanced : " Gil Bias 

au lecteur — Avant que d'entendre I'histoire 

de ma vie, 6coute, ami lecteur, un conte 

^e jc vais te faire. Deux 6colicrs alloient 

«psemble de FenaBel i Salamanque. Se 

Mntaut las et alt^res, ils s'arreterent au bord 

ij'une fontaine, qu'ils rencontrerent sur leur 

ch^emin. La, tandis qu'ils se delassoient, 

jiprts s'etre d^salt^r^s, ils apper^urent par 

zard aupr^s d'eux, sur une pierre a fleur 

f!4fi terre, quelques mots d^jsi un peu effaces 

Lfipr le temps et par les pieds des troupeaux, 

ligji'on yenqit abreurer ^ cette fontaine. Ils 



jetlierent de I'eau sur la pierre 

Iia.ver> et' ils lureot ces paroles C 

*:*r Aqui esti encerrada el alma del 

Pedro Garcias : — Ici est enferm^e Pame du 

li^ncife Pierre Garcias." 

*' Le plus jeune des ^coliers, qui fetoit vif 
el':^tourdi, n'eut pas achev& de lire Viti^' 
scription, qu-il dit eft riant de toute si- 
force, " Rien n'est plus plalsant ; ici est 
eaferin^e Tame ! une airie enferm^d! je 
voudrois saroir quel original a pu feire un si 
ridicule epitaphe ?'* En achevant ces pa-* 
polea, il ae le^^ pour s'en aller. Son com- 
pagnon plus judicieux dit en lui meme. 
*.' 11 y a la-dessous quelque mystere. Je 
veiix demeuEer ici pour P^claircir." Ce- 
lui-ci laissa doiic partir Pautre ; et sans 
perdre de temps, se tnit i creuser avec son 
couteau tout autour de la pierre. II trouva 
dessous une bourse de cuir qu'il ouvrit. II 



■J 



vu 

dedans cent ducats, avec une c^e 
uelle 6toient 6c rites ces pai-oles en- 
* Sois mon heritier, tor qui ais-eu 
i^ez d'esprit pour demeler le sens de Viti'i 
scription, et fais un meilleur usage q»e m«i 
de mon argent.' L'ecolier ravi de cette 
^^ouverte^ remit la pierre cotnme elle ^toit 
aj^paravant, et reprit le chemin de "5ala^" 
5Hanqu£, avec I'ame du liceiici6. ' 

•> " Qui quetu sois, amilecteur, tu vas r^s- 
a^ mbler dk Tun ou a I'autre de cea deux^o^ 
U^rs. Si tu lis.ines aventures, sans prendre 
: garde aux instructions morales fPkifsiguesJ' 
qu'eiles renferment, tune tirerasaucun fruit' 
de cet -guvrage : maia si tules lis avec at-" 
, ^ntion, tu y trouveras, suivant le pr^cepte' 
['Horace, I'utile mele avec I'agreable." ■ •■'• 



£RRATA. 
VOL. I. 



aOte 



Pige a*t, la a<M, after the word determiacd, insert " by the 
lined upwaid, and looking due noith, by the truncheon cart 
tad, and," 

Page lie, in lins ; of note, foi head, lead hand. 

In hg- 40- The elephant in this figure is tlie most indistinct 
^rei in the copper cngiaviug ot llic tVuntispiece to this volume 
lund not to fail so much in the wood engraving at the head a 

In the Index, fig. 30, for diet, read diit. 

VOL. II. i. 

Id Nate l, for made, lead make. .. 

te, line 1 , for farm, read fint. ^' 

80, after wen, insert ■ facing the north.' i^-^_ ^ 

VOL. in. 4??' 

ftgi 175, Note 13, fbiimpaii, read un}iort. idh. 

VOL. V. ^- 

P»ge s, line is, for have, read perceive. '*'~ 

IS, for undiscovered, lead new I; discovered. ^ -':' ■ 

43, Note, foroccasion, read nooccasion. 

S3) lead TfHro3«K- .. 

77, before the word TiKfor!, insert the word T{M(. 

116, laatline, dele has fi)re, and for is, read has. . (. : 

117, last line, insert 'fore is.' ,jT :, 
135, for constitntes, read conltitutc. . ".' 
333, in note, for Toja, read Taja. ' ■ ■" 
34g,in note, far as, read or. 

His, for fixed, read Gred. 

¥01. VI. 

Pice 41 , line first, for not, read no. 

<3, in note, after perhaps, insert (b respect of the Pecciry) . 

03, inline l6of note, after fields, insert 'arc to be.' 

e«, dele, ■ are to be". 
143, JQ note, forlie, read lies. 

133, in note, after constitute, insert ' (he prototype of.' 
338, far the former note, readafbrmei note. 

•«• Though great painswete taken by the copper-plate engraver, yet is . 
!■ copy of the Map of the Moon, which fortns the Frontispiece of the rirtt ■' 
olnme, not so exact a fac-simile of the Map used by myself, aa I ciMid '-'' 
iib it 10 be: I lb erefore employed Mr. Berryman, who cut the blocks ofi^ 
le Wood Engravings, to attempt the difficult opeiation of making a correct ' 
)py in vrood : ihii constitutes the Frontispiece of the Third Volume, num- 
ercd 1 90 i and as the tno copies are not likely 10 fail at the same point, the 
eader, from tbe two, has a double chance of having an accnnttc fac-simile of 
le original Plate ; the wood engraving being placed^ upside down, in order; 
■t the Monbern and Svntbeni tppeuances of the Moon inajr be undci vkar 

the Mine tinie. 



H U D I B R A S. 



PART THE FIRST 



€ANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



Sir Hudibras his passing worth. 
The manner how he sa%'d forth ; 
His arras and equipage are shown ; 
His horse's virtues and his own. 
Th' adventures of the Bear and FiddU 
Is sung, but breaks off in the middle. 

WHEN civil dudgeon first grew high, 
And men fell out they knew not why : 
When hard words, jealousies, and feais. 
Set folks together by the cars. 



HUDIBRAS. 

I It has beei a common practice of ]ate to decorate books 
^ with engravings, referaUe to the scenes or incidents de- 
r scribed in them. It has been adopted in modem boobs 
mbr ommment chidflj.; but might be applied to oUer 

B vol.. I. B 



And made them fight, like mad or drunk. 
For Dame Religion as for punk ; 



authors, noft with a view to ornament merely, but for the 
vsefnl purpose of illustrating their meaning ; as the cha- 
lacters brought into action by thos6 authors being exposed 
by those means, to the scrutiny of the eye, would become 
familiar to us, without the necessity of long explanatory 
comments. Some plain examples of the utility of this 
method are hereinafter exhibited ; the short notes which 
accompany the figures being rather calculated to save a 
litde time and trouble to the reader, than necessary to his 
understanding the subjects in the light intended, it being 
supposed that the figures themselves will answer that pur- 
pose much more efiectual^. 

The first composition submitted to examination under 
the view proposed shall be the Poem of Hudibras, of 
which an excellent judge of literary merit has gjven the 
following character: '' that it abounds more than any 
^ other in strokes of just and inimitable wit; and yet that 
** it is surpriaiiig how much eruditimi is introduced with 
^' 10 good « 'grace, ato a work of sooh pleasantry and hu- 
" mour ; it bfii^ perhaps^ one of the most learned com- 
*^ positions that is to be found in any language. The 
** advantage which the royal cause received from this^ 
^ Poem, in exposing the fanaticism and false pretensioi 
^' of the former parliamentary party, 'was prodigious. Tht 
** King himself had so good ataste^ as to be highly leased 
'' with the merit of the work, and had even got a great 
^ part of it bgtjieart.* To which character I take occasion 
to oiake Aw Aort addition, that Hudibras abonodi with; 



.Jr f Whose honesty they all durst swear (ot, 
'"■I Though not a man of them knew wherefore : 



topics of science, of a reach wholly beside, and far beyond 
wfaat, io these latier times, has been appiehended by any 
body. 

Sapposiag the reader to have refreshed his memory by 
moDiog bis eye over a few of the first pages of this admi- 
laUe Poem, I would beg bua to examine, with attention, 
"the Map of the Moon as leen throggh a Telescope," 
wluch forms the frontispiece of this v«1«me; and would 
aik bim, when he has turned it upside down, or the Boitli 
aide downwai^a, wiietber he does not recognize a tesem- 
Uaoce of the hero of the Poem, the Knight Hudibrai 
himself on one «ide of~the eograving, and his no less le- 
Downed Squire, Balph, on the other ; such as they arc 
repreaeoted in iite two figpres marked 1 and £• 
Fig. 1. 
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When gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 
With long-earM rout, to battle sounded, 



Fig. 2. 




If at first he should have any doubt of thisj I am well 
satisfied that a little farther attention, or the contempla- 
tion and comparison of a few others of the figures hereafter 
inserted, will not fail to convince him, that one of the 
scenes of action of this Poem is, in truth, the moon. 

In order to avoid a multiplication of notes, and at the 
same time to assist a comparison of the various figures ig^Jj 
the moon, with the copies therefrom hereafter given, as^ 
forming the characters of the Poem, I shall content my- 
self, for the mo9t part, with printing certain passages of^ 
the text in italics; bnt in case the reader should not, 
merely by a compaiison of Ihe figures ^th the moon, and^ 



( 
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^ And pulpit, drum ecclesiastic, 

1^ Was beat with fist instead of a stick : 
Then did Sir Knight abandon dwelling, 
And out he rode a-colonelling. 

A wight he was, whose very sight would 15 
Intitle him, Mirrour of knighthood ; 
That never bow'd his stubborn knee 
To any thing but chivalry ; 
Not put up blow, but that which laid 
Right worshipful on shoulder-blade : SO 

Chief of domestic knights and errant. 
Either for chartel or for warrant : 
Great on the bench, great in the saddle. 
That could as well bind o'er as swaddle : 
Mighty he was at both of these, j^s 

And styl'd of war , as well bs peace^ 
{So some rats of amphibious nature. 
Are either for the land or water.) 
But here our authors make a doubt. 
Whether he were more wise or stout, 30 

Some hold the one, and some the other : 



by the aid of that method of printing, conceive the subject 
at first under the aspect intended, it may be expedient to 
point out, by notes, other circumstances that go to confirm 
the correctness of the general suggestion submitted to 
him ; for instance, in the terms '^ out he rode," (line IS,) 
mid ^' errant,'' (line 81,) besides the intimation they con* 



But howsoe'er they make a pother. 
The difference wai to unall, his bnUtt 



taiD of HudibraB*s beiog DKKinted oa horseback like a 
koight (as he is copied from the moon in fig. S), 
Fig. 3. 




-^7 



there are aUnuona to the wandering motions of the moon, 
which Inmioar; ws> held b; the aqcients to be a planet, 
(as evidenced by Plin. Nat. Hist, passim). So again the 



Outweighed his n^e by half a grain ; 
Which made some take him for a tool 33 

That knaves do work with, call'd afooL 
For^t has b^n held by many that. 
As Montaigne, playing with his cat^ 
Complains she thought him but an 0^9^ 
Much more she would Sir Hudibras, 40 

(For that's the nsmie our valiant knight 
To all his challenges did write) . 
. But they're mistaken very much, 
'Tis plain enough be was no such. 

He was in logic a great critic, 65 

Profoundly skilled in analytic; 
He could distinguish^ and divide 
A hair ' twixt south and south- weist side ; 
On either which he would dispute. 
Confute, change hands, and still cpafute 70 

For rhetoric, he could not ope ftl 

His mouth, but out there flew a trope ; 



mention of ii€ brain, fo(d, and im, regards ^he iafinni^ of 
]unatics> or of those supposed to be under the inflneooe of 
the mooiw and it is to be particularly noticed, that the 
term " mirrour,^ line 16, relates to the mood's having only 
a reflected or borrowed light ; whilst the name of Hndi* 
bras itself (hue de brass) is referable to the brassy ookrar 
of the moon : and line 119 to her motions being the sab* 
ject of mathematical calculation. 
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In mathematics he was greater 119 

Than Tycho Brahe, or Erra Pater : 

For his religion it was fit \ 89 

To match his learning and his wit : 
*Twas Presbyterian true blue, 
For he was of that stubborn crew 
Of errant saints, whom all men grant 
To be the true church militant : 
Such as do build their faith upon 195 

The holy text of pike and gun ; 
Decide all controversies by 
Infallible artillery ; 
And prove their doctrine orthodox 
By apostolic bl6ws arid knocks ; 200 

Call fite, and sword, and desolation, 
A godly thorough reformation. 
Which altvays must be carryM on, 
: And still be doing, .never done : 
As if religion wece intended 205 

For nothing else but to be mended. 

Thus was he gifted and accouter'd, 237 

We mean on th* inside, not the outward. 

• ■ ' i ■ 

• W6» Those readers who are fond of polemical disputes^ 
aB well f s those wha take pleasure in the ridicule of them^ 
{ h^g to reFer to some edition of Hudibras at large : I for 
l]}e most part omit the long details on those subjects^ as 
being quite foreign to my pwn. 



i 



That next of all we shall discuss : 

Then listen, Sirs, ijt follows thus« 240 

His tawny beard was th' equal grace 

Both of his wisdom and his face ; 

In cut and dye so like a tile^ 

A sudden view it would b^uile : 

The upper part thereof was whey, 345 

The nether orange mix^d with grey. 

This hairy meteor did denounce 

The fall of sceptres and of crowns : 

With grisly type did represent 

Declining age of government ; S50 

And tell with hieroglyphic spade, 

Its own grave and the state's were made. 

His back, or rather burden, showed, S87 

As if it stooped with its own load. 
For as iEneas bore his sire 
Upon his shoulders through thejire ; 290 

Our knight did bear no less a pack 
Of his own buttocks on his back ; 
Which now had almost got the upper ^ 
Hand of his head, for want of crupper. 
To poise this equally, he bore 293 

A paunch of the same bulk before ; 
Which still he had a special care 
To keep well cramm'd with thrifty fare; 
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As white-pot J buttermilk^ and curds. 

Such as a country-house affords ; 300 

With other victual, which anon 

We farther shall dilate upon, 

When of his hose we come to treat, 

The cupboard where he kept his meat. 

His doublet was of sturdy buff, 305 

And though not sword, yet cudgel-proof; 
Whereby 'twas fitter for his use. 
Who fearM no blows but such as bruise. 

His breeches were of rugged woollen, 
And falad been at the si^e of BuUen ; 310 

To old King Harry so well known, 
Some writers held they were his own. 
Through they were lined with many a piece 
Of ammunition bread and cheese. 
And fat black-puddings, proper food 915 

For warriors that delight in blood. 
For, as we said, he always chose 
To carry vittle in his hose. 
That often tempted rats and mice 
The ammunition to surprise : 320 

999. This Hdq is referable to the comparative white- 
ness or lightness of some parts of Hadibras's prominent 
belly; and the d06tb to the marks or wheals thereon 
(which constitute that whiteness), as if made by the blows 
of a cudgel ; the resemblance of a cudgel being visible in 
the moon, in front of bis person there. 
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And when he put a hand but in 

The one or t'other magaaine. 

They stoutly in defence on't stood, 

And from the wounded foe drew blood ; 

And till th' were storm'd and beaten out, S95 

Ne'er left the fortify'd redoubt. 

And though knights errant^ as some think, 

Of old did neither eat nor drink,-^ 

'—But let that pass at present, lest 347 

We should forget where we digrest ; 

As learned anthors use, to whom 

We leave it, and to th* purpose come. 350 

His puissant sword unto his side^ 
Near his undaunted heart, was ty'd ; 
With baskeUhilty that would hold broths 
And serve for fight and dinner both. 

319* The likeness of a rat and a mouse, as given in 

Fig. 4. 




may be seen in the moon (in pale light), near the arm of 
Hadibras. 

d54. It may now be necessary to state, tliat the com- 
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In it h6 melted had for bullets. 
To shoot at foes and sometimes pullets ; 
To whom he bore so fell a grutch, 
He ne'er gave quarter t' any such. 
The trenchant biade, Toledo trusty, 
For want of fighting was grown rusty. 
And ate into itself, for lack 
Of some body to hew and back. 
The peaceful scabbard where it dwelt, 
The rancour of its edge had felt; 
For of the lower end two handful 
It had devoured, 'twas so manful, 



inon principle which I find adopted by all the ancient 
wiit^rsj (Damely, that of conceiving the same Uiing to 
represent many different things, according to the resem- 
blances to difiereai objects wbich fancy may ascribe to it) 
is the governing principle also throughout this Poem. 
The basket-hilt of the Knight's sword, for iastaoce, repre- 
sented in 

Ftg. 5. 
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And so much scorn'd to lurk in case, 
As if it durst not shew its face. 

This sword a dagger had his page, 375 

That was but little for his age ; 
And therefore waited on him so, 
As dwarfs upon knights errant do. 
It was a serviceable dudgeon. 
Either for fighting or for drudging. 380 

When it had stabbM, or broke a head. 
It would scrape trenchers^ or chip bread; 
Toast cheese or bacon j though it were 
To bait a mouse trap, 'twould not care. 
'Twould make clean shoes, and in the earth 
Set leeks and onions, and so forth. 386 



18 assigned by the Poet to various uses, according to such 
fancied resemblances ; thus^ likewise, the trencher-scraper, 
the knife, the pistol. 

Fig. 6. 




and the dagger of the Poem, are to be ascribed to the tame 
prototype in the moon, situate a little to the right of the 
basket-hilted sword, before drawn in fig. 5. So again, the 
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In tK iMsten tt his saddte^bow 39 1 

Two aged putoU he did stow, 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he could not get. 
These would inveigle raU with th* scent, 395 
To forage when the cocks were bent ; 



tmmmmmmm^immt^ u t » ■ ^<^^t»i^i 



trencher itself/ die mcm^e-trap^ die pieces of thecfse and 
bacoD, the ow)^ 

Fig. 7. 







and the ^Aioe, are aH to be referred to another and the 
same prototype tbere^ situate under the pistol just now 
pointed out^ and introduced in fig. 6 : and thua too, (if I 
may go out of my present subject for a moment^) it may 
he conceived to be not without foundation^ that Hamlet, 
in his dialogue with Osric (in the play), compares the same 
cloud to a camely an owzel, and a whale. This likewise is 
a proper occasion to mention another principle (if indeed 
it be not the same), which is likewise universally acted 
upon by the ancient writers, viz., that of making the same 
dnag or-oomitry to repreiefit, fe||f suWrvisioh or by unioOj 
many different things, oharaoters, or personages, as is evi* 
denoed bf the boirsei of the Knight and bis Squire, which 
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And sometimes catch them with a snap. 
As cleverly as th' ablest trap. 



are made up reciprocally otf the Squire and Kaight themr 
selves, as may be seen in figs. 3 and 8 ; 

Fig. 8. 




the Tarioos other draaiatis penaosBi with whom Ibe redder 
vjB'beeome beltier acc)naiQted ia the next CantOj ^aie ^i- 
4tiio9B likewise of the Uiilh of ihoie renuorka. . 



• ■■ ■ • 
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They were upon hard duty still, 

And evry night stood sentinel, 400 

To guard the magazine i' th' hose 

From two-legg'd and from four-legg'd foes. 

Thus clad and fortify'd, Sir Knight 
From peaceful home set forth to fight. 
But first with nimble active force 405 

He got on th' outside of his horse ; 
For having but one stirrup ty'd 
T'his saddle, on the further side. 
It was so short, K had much ado 
To reach it with his desp'rate toe. 410 

But, after many strains and heaves, 
He got up to the saddle-eaves ; 
From whence he vaulted into th' seat, 
With so much vigour, strength, and heat, 
That he had almost tumbled over 4 1 5 

With his own weight ; but did recover, 
By laying hold on tail and mane. 
Which oft he us'd instead of rein. 
But now we talk of mounting steed, 
Before we further do proceed, 420 

It doth behove us to say something 
Of that which bore our valiant bumpkin. 
The beast was sturdy, large, and tall. 
With mouth of meal, and eyes of wall ; 
I would say eye ;for h\had but one, 425 

As most agree, though some say none. 



i 



IT 

He Was welljiiay*4^- and inf bis. gate 

Preserved a grave^ ma^'estic giuie. 

AtspUT or switch no more he skipp'd. 

Or mended pace, than Spaniard wbipp'd s 450 

And yet f^ fiery ^ he would bound. 

As if he grUvd to touch the ground : 

We shall not need to say what lack 441 

Of leather was upon his back ; 

For that Wa6 hidden under pad, 

And breech of knight galVd full as bad. 

His strutting ribs oh both sides showed 445 

Like furrows he himself had plowed ; 

For underneath the skirt of pannel, 

^Tmxt ev^ry two there was a channel. 

Hi* draggling tail bung in the dirt^ 

Which on his rider he would flirt, 450 

Still as his tender side he prick'd 

With arwi'd heelj or with unarm' ^ kicked: 

For Hudibras wore but one spur^ 

As wisely knowing, could he iitir 

m, »'i ■■■«■■■ ■ I I ■■ • HI >y I I I* III 

453. The spur that arms one of the knight's heek, I 
take to be the light between the.flha4ows,wbich constitute 
his two feet; jtsv rowel is near thci rigfit^eye of the owl^ 
and it appears to'be on 4he off-side foot* The other foot 
is situate, appareqilyy belund it, and without a spur. It 
wookl be a waste of timd to go into a minute descrip- 
tion of these 'minor circumstances: and when once tht 

VOIi. I. c 
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To active trot one side ofa horse, ^55 

The other would not hang an arse. 

A squire he had, whose name was Ralph, 
That in tb* adventure went kit half. 
Though writeni, for more stately tone. 
Do call him Ralpho, 'tis all one : 460 



reader baa become satisfied that the prototypes of the 
several characters of the Poem are rightly assigned, it vill 
be a source of amusemeDt to bim to trace out those 
minutiae for himself, of vhich there are multitodes which 
I omit to notice ; in fact, he would scarcely fail to discoYer 
KMnetbing new and pleasing on every repeated perOfaL 

4j7. If I have above given the origin of Hadibnu's 
name, that of the name of EUlpb, or Ralpho, aay be 
assigned no less wtisfaclorily, though not so obvionsly : 
the letters which constitute it may, in fact, be seen (in 
light) within the sphere of the Squire's person in the moon, 
neb as tbey are represented in 
%-9- 



49 
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And when w* c*n wMki mff^ ««^. . .>,. . . 
>re'll call .lw#ftjS9iitf ,iiW)^,BlWP^fll(»l|>fc^ 
(Few rhjrme tbe ru4d<^ U ipC v<e^e9, ; 
With wWch, like ships, tfeeyateerliheircoiMW^,) 
An equal stock of wit and valour 465 

He had laid in, by birth a tailor. 

The mighty Tyriari queen, that gainM 

With subtle shreds a tract of land. 

Did Jeaye it, .with la^cas^le/a^r. 

To his great ancestor, ber heir: ■:.: 470 

From him descended, crai^^/^^^'flf knights, 

Fam'd for their faith, and warlike^^A/* 

Against the hloody cannibal^ 

Whom they destroy* d^ both great and small. 

This sturdy squire, he had, as well 47 S 

* » ■ 

As the bold Trojan Ic^fiight, seen helly 

Not with a counterfeited pass 

Of golden bough» but true ^oA^-Z^c^. 
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and cfevdoped iq 



Fig. 10. 
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^,i8^t«9r F, and tb^ 8to(?ites' of ^ .^f^t/a: ^p^x^ inter- 
Wjtfe: ^wse ojf.the f . Tlf|p.^fiike Wflvyl(^ a^^ to be 

C 2 
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His knowledge was not far behind 

The Khight's but of another kind, 4Sp 

And he another way came by*t : 

Some call it gifisi and some new light : 

He could deep mysteries unriddle, 

As easily as thread a needle. 500 

A • ■ • I III I ■ II I ■■ I II I I ■ !■» I I .1 ■ I I ., 

denominated a tailor, from the resemblance to a pair of 
abearsi sittiate near bit hand^ as represented in 

J%. 11. 




and formed by Hudibras's beard and the light in froat of 
.and upon Hudibras's faee. The gold lace of 478 is made 
up of the marks in light on the neck and body of Hudi- 
Obras ; bdbre conceived to be wheals arising from the btoirs 
of a cudgel. 

500— -558. Without stopping to point out all the Hke* 
jiesses referred to by the various passages put in italics 
from lint fiOO to 66%, I wili only observe, that iH die letter 



For as of vagabonds we say/ • * 

That they are ne'er beside their way ; 

Whatever men speak by this new lights 

Still they are sure to be i* th* r%ht. 

'Tis a darf^ lanthom of the spirit, 505 

Which none see by but those that bear it ; « 

A light that falls down from on high^ 

For spiritual trades to cozen by ; 

An ignis fatuus, that bewitches. 

And leads men into pools and ditches^ 6lo 



R of Ralpbo's name^ as above explained^ there is the like- 
ness of a parrot. 

Fig. 12. 
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and there are other resemblances to birds toward^ the top 
of his head. 

The hilt of Hudibras's sword, together with the shadows 
widiin which it lies, is like a three or four-legged hour- 
glass, horacle, or oracle ; and it may not be amiss to re- 
mark, as to the concluding lines of this passage, that the 
moon (our main subject) does, in fact, give a representa* 
tion, at second-hand, of Phoebus, the sun ; being, in (iratb^ 
<5S8) point4dmk opposite to it, and so reflecting its image. 
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To make them dip thonsdWe^y and sound 

For Christendom, in dirty pond ^ 

To div^ like wild-'f&wl foi^ saWatioa, 

And^^A t6 eatcli r^eheration; 

This light in^jpites and pkiys upon 515 

The liOM of teint, like bagpige drone. 

And speaks through hollow empty aoul. 

As through a tfunk, or whup^firig hoUf 

Such language as no mortal ear ^ • 

But ^jtiWr df feaves-droppers can hear. 420 

So Pheehu9y or some friendly muse. 

Into small poets song infuse ; 

Which they at second hand rehearse 

Through reed or bagpipe, verse for verse. 

Thus Ralph became^ infallible, 595 

As three or font hg^^d oracle. 
The ancient cup^ fox modern chair ; 
Spoke truth poiki^uim^JjS; though unw^are. 

He understood the sspeechjif birds 547 

As well as they themselves do words ; 
Could tell what subtlest parrots mean, 
That speak and think contrary clean ; 550 

He*d extrislct numbers out of matter, 559 

And keep thejii in a glass, like Hodter ; 
,0f soy'reign power to miake men wise ; &55 
For dropt in blefqr, thick -sighted eyes. 
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They'd make them see in darke$t night. 

Like owls, though purblind in the light. 

• • « i* 

Thus was the accomplish^ squire endu'd 623 
With gifts and knowledge, per'Ious shrewd. 
Never did trusty squire with knight^ 635 

Or knight with squire^ ^erjump more right* 
Their arms and equipage did^t, 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit. 
Their valours too were of a rate, 
And out they sally d at the gate. ,6S0 

Few miles on horseback had they jogged^ 
But fortune unto them turn'd dogged ; 
For they a sad adventure met, 
Of which anon we mean to treptt. 
But ere we venture to unfold 635 

Achievements so resolv'd and bold, 
We should, as learned poets use. 
Invoke th' assistance of some muse ; 
However critics count it sillier 
Than jugglers talking too familiar. 640 

We think 'tis no great matter which ; 
They're all alike ; yet we shall pitch 
On one that Jits our purpose most ; 
Whom therefore thus do we accost. 

Thou that with ale, or viler liquors, 645 

Didst ihspire Withers, Pryo, and Vickars. 

- - ^^ — ^- _^___^^^^_^_^^^^^^_^ 

645. When we consider the subject of the Poem, as 
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And fprce them, though it was in spite 

Of nature, and their stars, to write ; 

Who, (as we find in i^uUen writs, 
*' And crgss-grain'd woyks of moflern wits,) 650 

With vianity, opinion, want. 

The wonder of the ignorant. 

The praises of the author, (pennM 

B^ himself, or wit insuring friend ;) 

The itch of picture in the front, 6^5 

With bays and wicked rhyme upou't, 
^ (AH that i$ left o' th' forced hiil. 

To make men scribble without §kill ;) 

Canst tnake a poet spite of fate, 

4 

And teach all people to translate, 660 

Though out of languages in which 
They understand no part of speech : 
Assist me but this once, I 'mplore, 
And I shall trouble thee no more. 

In western clime there is a town, 666 

To those that dwell therein well known. 






-■'--'-■-' -^ 



coupled with this invcH^atioDj }t wi}l be readily admitted, 
I think, that tl^e poet intended to call Withers, Pryn, and 
yiqjcars, lunatics; pud that the Muse, whose aid he prays, 
is no other than the Moon herself. — ^The remaining part 
pf this first Canto will be better understood presently^ on 
eptexiijg upon the second. 
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Therefore there needs no more be said here, 

We unto them refer our reader ; 

For brevity is very good, 

When w' are, or axe not understood. 670 

To this towp people did repair 

On days of market, or of fair ; 

And to crai^lc d fiddle^ and hoarse tabor , 

In merriment did drudge and labor : 

But now a sport more formidable . 675 

Had rak'd together village-rabble ; 

'Twas an o|d way of recreating, 

Which learned butchers call bear-baiting. 

A bold adventurous exercise. 

With ancient heroes in high prize : 680 

This to prevent, and other harms, 705 

Which always wait on feats of arms, 

(For in the hurry of a fray, 

'Tis hard to keep out of harm's way,) 

Thither the Knight his course did steety 

To keep the peace Uwixt dog and bear ; 710 

As he believ'd h' was bound to do 

In conscience and commission too ; 

And therefore thus bespoke the squire. 

We that are wisely mounted higher 
Than constables in curule wit, 751 

When on tribunal bench we sit, 
Like speculators should foresee, 
from pharos of authority. 
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Portended mischiefs farther than 

Low Protelarian ty thing-men. ^20 

And therefore being informed by bruit. 

That dog and hear are to dispute ; 

For so of late men fighting name, 

Because they often prove the same ; 

(For where the first does hap to be, 725 

The last does coincidere ;J 

Quantum in nobis^ have thought good, 

To save th* expence of Christian blood, 

And try if we, by mediation 

Of treaty and accommodation, 730 

Can end the quarrel, and compose 

The bloody duel without blows. 

To this, quoth Ralpho, verily, 801 

The point seems very plain to me. 
It is an antichristian game. 
Unlawful both in thing and name. 
First for the name, the word bear-baiting 805 
Is carnal, and of tndn^s creating : 
For certainly there's no such word 
In all the scripture on record. 
Therefore unlawful, and a sin ; 
And so is (secondly) the thing. 810 

A vile assembly *tis, ■ ■ 

Quoth Hudibras, this is not fit place, 865 
Nor time to argue out the case : 
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For now the field is not far off. 
Where we must give the world a proof 
Of deeds, not words, and such as suit 
Another manner of dispute. 870 

A controversy that affords 
Actions for arguments, not words : 

Nor will we fail in th* execution, 91 1 

For want of equal resolution. 

Honour is like a widow, won 

With brisk attempt and putting on, 

With entering manfully and urging, 9 1 5 

Not slow approaches like a virgin. 

This said as yerst the Phrygian knight, 
So ours -icith rusty steel did smite 
His Trojan horse, and just as much 
He mended pace upon the touch ; 9S0 

But ftom his empty stomach groan'd 
Just as that hollow beast did sound, 
And angry answered from behind. 
With brandished tail and blast of wind. 
So have I seen, with armed heel, 925 

A wight bestride a common-weal : 
While still the more he kicked and spurred. 
The less the sullen jade has stirr'd. 



CANTO 11. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The catalogue and character 
Of th' enemies' best men of war : 
Whom^ in a bold harangue, the knight 
Defies and challenges to fight : 
H' encounters Talgol, routs the bear, 
And takes the fiddler prisoner ; 
Conveys him to inchanted castle, 
There shuts him fast in wooden bastile. 

There was an ancient sage philosopher. 
That had read Alexander Ross over ; 
And swore the world as he could prove, 
Was made of fighting and of love : 
. Just so roipances are, for what else 5 

Is in them all but love and battles ? 
O* th' first of these we've no great matter 
To treat of, but a world o* th* latter. 

And as for our part, we shall tell 35 

The naked truth of what befel ; 
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And as an equal friend to both 

The knight and bear, but more to troth, 

With neither faction shall take part, 

But give to each his due desert ; 

And never coin a formal lye on't, 

To make the knight o'ercome the giant. 



Fig. 13. 
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This b'ing profesu'd, we hope's enough, 
And now go, on where we left off. 



wm'm^'^'^m'mm^ 
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tbe left side of the moon ; ftnd on the same left side of th< 
moon may be seen Crowdero^ as drawn in 



lig. 14. 




but in order to compi^re tjieai with t;he^ pi;ototy^s, tb 
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They rode, but authcH^ haying not 45 

Determined whether pace or trot, 
(This is to say, whether tolhitatian. 
As they do term't, or sueeusioiion^J > 
We leave it, and go on, as now 
Suppose they did, no matter h6w : 50 

Yet some from subtle hints have got 
Mysterious light it was a trot. 
But .let that pass : they now begun 
To spur their living engines on. 
For as whipp'd tops, and bandy'd balls, 55 
The learned hold, ai^e animals : .. 
So horses they.afikrm t6|)e i 
Mere engines made by geometry ; 
And were iuTented 6rst from enginea, 
As Indian Britons w^« fi<om penguins. 60 

So let them be : as I :wa8 saying, . : 
They their live engines ply'd, not stfeiying • ) 
Until !they ireach'd the fatal champaati. 
Which, th'jenemy did.tlien incamp on : ' 
The dire OPharsalian plain, where battle 65 

Was to be wag^d'twixt puiseant ctMlej - 

Andjierce auxiliary men^ 
That came to aid their brethren ; 



r 
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map hi the frontispiece is to be viewed in its pi'oper stafe^ 
that is, with the north upperaiost, and not upside d6wh, as 
it was for the figures of Hudibras and Ralph. * * 
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Who now began to take the field, - 

As knight from ridge of steed beheld. 70 

For as our modern wits behold, * 

Mounted a pick-back on the old, 

Much farther off; much farther he^ 

Raised on his aged beast ^ could see : 

Yet not sufficient to descry 7^ 

All postures of the enemy ; 

Wherefore he bids the squire ride further^ 

T* observe their nunibers, and their order ; 

That, when their motions he had known. 

He might know how to^t his own. ' 80 

Mean while he stopp'd his willing steed, 

To fit himself for martial deed : 

Both kinds of metal he prepared, 

Either to give blows^ or to ward; 

Courage and steel, both bf great force, * 8^ 

Prepared' for better br for worse. 

His death-char^M 7>tir/o/s he did fit well. 

Drawn out from ■ life^preserving vittle. 

These being prilnM, with force he laboured ^ 

To firee'i'Wvord firom retentive scabbard ^ 90 
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78. The rate of going of the Squire's horse (vide ibe 
figuire of B^Ipb^ No. dj ante), s^ems to be faster than tba( 
of tbe Kni^ht's^ wl^ichm^y justify the ides^ of bis appea^^ 
log to go fartheir* ^ : 
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And, after many a painful plucky ^^ 

From rusty durance he bail' d tuck.' u 

Tten sA&ok himself^ to see that prowess 

In iscabbard of Vis arms sat loose ; 

And raisM upon his desp'rate foot^ 9^ 

On stirrup'dde he gaz*d ahout^ 

Portending biood, like blazing star^ 

The beacon of dpproslching war. 

Ralpho rode on with no less speed 

Than Hugo in the forest did: 100 

Butykr more in returning made; 

Tor now the foe he had surveyed, 

Rang'd, as to him they did appear^ 

With van, main battle, wings, and rear. 

r th' head of all ^is warlike rabble, 105 

Crowdero march' d, expert and able. 

Instead of trumpet aiid of drum. 

That makes the warrior's stomach come, 

Whose noise whets valour sbarp, like beer 

Sy thunder tum'd to vin^ar; '110 

(For if a trumpet soUnd, or drum beat. 

Who has not a month's mind to comJiat?) 

A squeaking engine he apply'd, 

Unto his neck, or n^rth^east sid^^ 

Just where the haHgi^an does dispose, 115 

To special frJeiids,'th^ Icnot ^f noose ; 

iPor 'tiis gieat grace, when statesmen strait 

Dispatch a friend, let otheit wait. 

VOL. I- O 
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His warped ear hung o*er the siring^j 

Which was but souse to chitterlings : ISC 

For guts, some write, ere they are sodden. 

Are fit for music, or for pudden : 

From whence men borrow ev'ry kind 

Of minstrelsy, by string or wind. 

His grisly beard was long and thick, i95 

With which he strung his Jiddle-stick ; 

For he to horse-tail scorn* d to owe. 

For what on his own chin did grow. 

Chiron, the four-legg'd bard, had both 

A beard and tail of his own growth ; 130 

And yet by authors 'tis averr'd, 

He made use only of his beard. 

In Staffordshire, (where virtuous worth 

Does raise the minstrelsy, not birth ; 

Where bulls do choose the boldest, king \it 

And ruler, o'er the men of string ; 

(As once in Persia, 'tis said, 

Kings were proclaimed by horse that neigh'd) ;^ 

He bravely venturing at a crown j 

By chance of war was beaten down^ 144 

And wounded sore : his leg then broke^ 

Had got a deputy of oak ; 

For when a shin in fight is cropt, 

The knee with one of timber's propt, 

Esteem' d more honourable than the other 14* 

And takes place though the younger brother. 
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Next mafdi'd brave O^sin, famous for' 
Wise conduct and success in war ; 
A skilfuMnder; stoiit, severe, 
Now marshal to the champion bean '■' ' A 50 



147. Orsin, as represented in 

Rg. tS. 
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ff^th truncheon tipt with inm fteadr 
The warrior to tike lists he led .* 
With, solemn march^ and stately pace^ 
But far more grave and solemn face : 
Grave as the emperor of Pegu, 15 

"Or Spanish* potentate Don Diego. 

This leader was of knowledge greats 

Either for charge^ or for retreat. 

He knew when to fall on pell-mell, 

To fall hack and retreat as well* l6 

So lawyers, lest the hear defendant, 

And plaintiff dog^ should make an end on^t, 

Do stave and tail with writs of error, 

Reverse of judgment, and demurrer. 

To let them breathe a while, and then 16 

Cry whoop, and set theth on again. ' 

As llomulus a wolf did rear. 

So he was dry-nursed by a hear^ i \ 

That fed him with the pufchas'4 prey 

Of many a fi^ce and blopdy fray; — \ 17< 

That which so oft by sundry writers' 20 

Has been apply'd t' almost all fighters^ 
More justly may Vascrib*d tdthis^^ 
Than any other warrior, (viz:)^ ' 
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His prototype may be traced on llyeil^t side of the moot 
the oorth being still uppermost; itnd it is determined bj tb 
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None ever acted both partsholder^ 
Both of a chieftain and a soldier. 
He was of great descent, and high 
For splendor and antiquity. 
And from celestial origine 
Deriv'd himsetf in a right line. 
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memblance it bears to a leech^ as mentioned in line £45# 

and drawn in 

Bg. 16. 




sa 

jUeiophylftx. in narthern^ sphere,, ^ 1 9 

Was his undoubted ancestor: 

From him his great forefathers came^ 

And in all ages bore his name. 

Learned he was in nied'c'nal lore ; 

For by his side a pouch he wore. 

Replete with strangle hermetic powder^ SSi 

That wounds nine mi}es point-blank would 

solder ; 
By skilful chymist with great cost 
Extracted from a rotten post; 
But of a heav'nlier injluence 
Than that which mountebanks dispense ; 330 
Though by Promethean ^re ma()e, 
As they <Jo quack that drive that trade, 
For as when slovens do amiss 
At others^ doors^ hy stool or p — : 
The learned write, a red-hot spit . 235 

B'ing prudently apply* d to it, 
Will convey mischief from the dung 
Unto the part that did the wrong: • ' 
3o this did healing) and as sure ; 

As that did mischief this would cure, 340 

Thus virtuous Orsin was endu'<^ 
With learning, conduct, fortitude; 
Incomparable : and as the prince 
Of poets, Homer, sung long since, 
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dlful leeeh^is better far • Mi 

[1 half a hundred men of war; 

e appear* d^ and by his «kUl, 

[ess than dint of sword, could kill. 

iie gallant Bruin mareh'd next; him^ 

ti visage formidably grim^ . 360 

rugged as a Saracen, 
?urk of Mahomet's own kin: 
I in a mantle eiella guerre 
Migh impenetrable /ttf; 

in his nosej like Indian king, ^5 

vore, for ornament, a ring; 
ut his neck a threefold gorget, 
ough as trebled leathern target; 
ed, as heralds cant, and langued^ 
IS the vulgar say, sharp-fanged. 960 

IS the teeth in beasts of prey 
swords, with which they fight in fray; 
vords, in men of war, are teeth 
3h they do eat their vittle with. 
V3S by birth, some authors write, 265 

ussian, some a Muscovite; 
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The three-fold gorget of th6 bear is referable to 
lis or marks of light before noticed on the body 
)ras, which, as viewed in front of the bear's body, 
;> comprize three divisions of iron-pointed bars or 
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And 'mong the Cossacks had been far^dt 

Of whom we in diurnals read. 

That serve to fill up pages herSj • m 

As with their bodies ditches there. 570 

Scrimansky was his cousin-g^man. 

With whom he ^erv'd, and fed on vermin: 

And when these fail'd, he^d suck hU claws^ 

And quarter himself "upon his paws. 

And though his countrymen, the Huns, 275 

Did stew their meat between their bums 

And th' horses backs o*er which they straddle, 

And ev'ry man eat up his saddle, 

Jle was not half so nice as they ; . 

But eat it raw when*t came in's way. 280 

He had traced countries far and near^ 

More than Le Blanc the traveller; 

Full many ^, fight for him between 287 

Talgol and Orsin oft had been; 

Each striving to deserve the crown 

Of a sav'd citizen ; the one 290 

To guard A 15 bear^ the other fought 

To aid his dog; both made more stout 
•By several spurs of neighbourhood^ 

rChurch-fellow membership, and blopd; 

But 1 algol, mortal foe to cows^ 293 

. Never got ought of him but blows ; 



?95. fig. 17 gives a view of TaJgol, as situate about 



B/owv* hard and heavy, tneh a» he 
Had lent, repaid with usury. 

Yet Talgol was of courage Mou/, 
And vaoquish'd oft'ner than he fought : SOO 
Inur'd to labour, sweat and toil. 
And like a ehampion shone with oil. 

the middle of the moon, or incliniag to its right aide, the 
Donh being still appfMraimt ; and on his te't !>ide and xoaie- 
vhai beluw him is the likeness ora cow, the prutuljpe of 
which maybe conceived also to resemble a boor orsskeep, 
ai oGcaNoaalljr hinted in the Poem. 
Fig. 17. 
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Right many a widow his keen bl^e, 

And many fatherless, had made. 

He many a boar and huge dun cow 305 

Did, like another Guy, overthrow. 

But Guy with him in fight compared. 

Had like the boar and dun cow far'd. 

With greater troops of sheep h' had fought 

Than Ajax, or bold Don Quixote ; 310 

And many a serpent of fell kind, 

With icings before and stings behind, 

Subdu'd ; as poets say, long agone 

Bold Sir George, St. George, did the dragon. 

311. The serpent or dragon mentioned in this line and 
in 3 14 is drawn in 

Fig. 18. 




and is situate in the .map of the moon just before Talgol's 
left 1^; the wings being in shadow, and the body in light* 
The sweat and oil on Talgol's face allude to the strokes of 
the Greek letter f, pointed out above in speaking of the 
deriTation of Ralph, the Squire's name. 
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Nor engine nor deviee polemic, 31^ 

Disease nor doctor epidemic, 

Though storM with deletery medicines, 

(Which whosoever took is dead since,) 

£'^ sent 80 vast a colony 

To both the under worlds as he. 3S0 

For he was of that noble trade j 

That demi-gods and heroes made, 

Slaughter and knocking on the head ; 

The trade to which they all were bred ; 

And is, like others, glorious when 325 

'Tis great and large, but base if mean. 

The former rides in triumph for it ; 

The latter in a two-wheeFd chariot. 

For daring to profane a thing 

So sacred with vile bungling. 330 

Next these the brave Magnano came, 
Magnano great in martial fame. 
Yet when with Or sin he wag^djight^ 
^Tis sung he got but little byt. 
Yet he was fierce as forest-boar ^ 335 

Whose spoils upon his back he wore^ 
As thick as Ajax' sevenfold shield, 
Which o*er his brazen arms he held : 



¥11 n rf\: 



381. The prototype of Magnano, who from bis black 
face is likened to a collier — (vide fig. 19). 
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But brats was feeble to resist 
•The fiiry of his armed jiU. 



Fig, 19. 



ii lituate on the right side of the moon (north nppermoRt). 
Hh 6it aad the sbeara coatiguom to it are snfficiently 
' Tisible in the mooD's disk ; and if his penoD there be 
rarteyed horizonuUy, the head being placed fint on the 
right hand and then on the left, the resemblaocet it 
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Nor could the hardest ir'n hold out 
Against his blows, but they would through* t. 



:i . 



exhibits to a sieve^ a crow^ a cannon, a blunderbuss, a 
mortar, a trumpet, and a kettle-drum, will be easily. dis- 
cernible. The last line concerning hini (viz. 564) relates 
to a circumstance regarding his prototype, which it is not 
necessary to point out, and, on the score of decency, hot 
fit to dwell upon : and the same may be said of the lines 
tbat follow 390, relative to Trnlla, who is represented in 

Fig. 20. 




«• situate closed to -Magnano but below him, her face bdng 
formed of ,the shadows which compose the left kg of 
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In magic hie was deeply read. 
As he that made the brazen head. 
Profoundly skilled in the black artj SJiS 

As English Merlin for his heart ; 
But far more skilful in the spheres^ 
Than he was at the sieve and shears. 
He could transform himself in colour, 
As like the devil as a collier ; S60 

As like as hypocrites in show 
As to true saints, or crow to crow. 

Of warlike engines he was author, 
Devis'd for quick dispatch of slaughter : 
The canon J blunderbuss^ and saker, ^53 

He was th* inventor of, and maker : 
The trumpet and the kettle-drum 
Did both from his invention come. 
He was the first that e'er did teach 
To makcj and how to stop a breach. 360 

A lance he bore with iron pike^ 
Th' one half would thrust, the other strike: 
And when their forces he. had join'd, 
He scorn* d to turn his parts behind. 

He TruUa lov*d, Trulla more bright 363 

Than burnished armour of her knight : 
A bold virago, stout and tall. 
As Joan of France, or English MdL . 
Through perils both of wind and limb, 
Through thick and thin she followed him, 97^ 
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In every adventure h' undertook, 

And never him or it forsook. 

At breach of wall^ or hedge surpnse. 

She shar*d o* th' hazard and the prize : 

At beating quarters up, or forage, 375 

Behav'd herself with matchless courage, 

And laid about in fight more busily. 

Than th' Amazonian dame Penthesile, 

And though some critics here cry shame^ 
And say our authors are tO' blame, 380 

That (spite of all philosophers. 
Who hold no females stout, but bears ; 
And heretofore did so abhor 
That women should pretend to war ; 
They would not suffer the stout' st dame 885 
To swear by Hercules's name) 
Make feeble ladies in their works. 
To fight like Termigants and Turks : 
To /ay their native arms aside. 
Their modesty, and ride astride ; "■ 390 

To run a-tilt at men, and wield 
Their naked tools in openjield ; 
As stout Armida, bold Thalestris, 
And she that would have been the mistress 
Oif Gundibert ; but he had grace, 39i 

And rather took a country-lass : 
They say 'tis false without all seilse, 
But of pernicious consequence 
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ITo government, which they suppose 

Can never be upheld in prose : '^00 

Strip nature naked to the skin, 

Youlljind about her no such thing. 

It may be so ; yet what we tell 

Of TruUa that's improbable, 

Shall be deposM 6y those have seen*tj 405 

Or, wholes as goodj produced in print : 

And if they, will not take our word, 

We'll prove it true upon record. 

The upright Cerdon next advanced. 
Of all hi$ race the valiant' st : 410 

Cerdon lAe Great, renown'd in song. 
Like Herc'les for repair of wrong : 
He raised the low, and fortify* d 
The weak against the strongest side : 



\ ' 409. In order to bave a clear idea of Cerdon^ the mapr 
of the moon must be Once more changed in position, and 
viewed with that side which is on the right band pf the 
north placed uppermost, when a figure like the one num- 
bered 21 will be seen to face the south, and occupy 
the whdie of the shaded part of the moon; for which 
jrteson he is called ^ Great/' His name is deri vied* from 
Cerdo, a cobler, which is alluded to by the epithet ' black- 
thumb'd/ and the mention of ' ^ell-B6rd boots/ and he 
has. very much the aspect of a coblen 
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111 has he read, that never hit 445 

On him in muses' deathless writ. 




\ 



^^i"** 



Fig. 21, 




VOL. I. 



Ue had a weapo^ fc^e^ qp^Jersi^ 

That through ftkHMifii^hi^ii VPnMph^9(> 

And cut it in a thousand pieces^ 

Though tougher than the knight of Greece his, 

With whom his black thumb' d ancestor 431 

Was comrade in the ten ye^rs war : 

For when th6 restless Greeks sat down 

So ni^y XS^ bgfore Troy town, 
s And werS cggo^n'd gs Hjjmer writ|s, 425 

For well;^ord bopt^, np |es^ tha^ ^hts ; 

They 6«^d that glory oijily to 

His ancestor, tna{ pade th^]:p 50. 

¥sBt friend he was to reformation. 

Until 'twas worn quite out pf feshio^. .430 

Next rectifier of wry ijtjg, 

And would make three tp cure one flaw. 

Learned he was, and could t?tke note, 

Transcribe, collect, translate, ^nd quote, 
'^ But peaching was his chiefe^t talent, 404 

; i^fnrgupent^ in \^)iicjb| b'ing valiant, 
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^ .^Aft Um ^st and west sides of the piap of the moon are; 

situate^ PIPS^ aitronoq;ii(;al reasons^ on the contrary sid^^ 
* ■ ^those ^ints in a iioap of any portion of the earthy in^ 

order ^ avoid con^sion in referring the figures to theic; 

prototype, I distinguish tliQ, ea^t and west points by con-^ 

s^derinftBem as on the right or left hand, according as. 

the north or |Qgth sides of the moon are placed uppermost.^ 



He used to lay ttotit attd l^ti^icle, 
Like ramj or bull, at eoftveiiticilii : 
For disputants^ like Am* tind bullft, 

A a 

Do fight with atfns ih&i spring fibrn sMlh. 440 

Last Colon came, bold man of war. 
Destined to blows by fatal star ; 
Right expert in command of horse^ 
But cruel, and without remorse. 
That which of Centaur long ago 445 

Was said, and has been wrested to 

44h If the map of the moon be so placed that the 
side which is on the left hand of the north be uppermost, 
the whole of its shaded part will exhibit a butcher-like 
character frootiog the south : This is Col6n, whose Bgure 
may be seen facing the left hand by turning the figure of 
Cerdon (number 21) upside down. Tbe fauldiar of 442 
may allude to the numerous spots of bright light with 
which his person is marked, or rather perhaps to the strong 
^plosion of light resembling a star, which is introduced 
in figure S3, post, as situate just before Colon*s chin^ and 
to which very frequent references are made hereafter. 
The lower part of Colon^s figure, as viewed north upper- 
most, may be fancied to resemble a horse^ a hog, a neat, a 
(^ or a pig, and so explain the various allusions in the 
Postfs description of Colon, whose namS" perhaps is derived 
tHMft the colon stop (: : :) which may be flfeen scattered 
over the shadows that constitute his- person;, while bis 
l^cad and face, being marked with wheals q£ light> o^sy 
explain the blows mentioned in 442. 

£ 2 
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Sdme other knights, was true of this. 

He and his horse were of a piece. 

One spirit 4id inforpfi thern bothj 

Th? self-same vigour, fury, wroth : 450 

Yet he was much the rougher part. 

And always had ^ harder heart ; 

Sturdy he Was, and no less abl6 457 

Than Hercules to clean a stable ; 

As great a drover^ and as great 

A critic too, in hog or neat^ 460 

He ript the womb up of his mother^ 

rf • . * ' ' ' ' ■ ' 

Dame Tell us , * cause she wanted fother, 

_And provender wherewith to feed 
Himself, and his less c uel steed. 
It was a question whether he 46^ 

. Prs horse were of afamilyi 
More worshipful: till antiquaries 
(After th' had almost por'd out their eyes) 
Did very learnedly decide 
The business on the horse^s side, 470 

And prov'd not only horse, but cows^ 
Nay pigSi were of the elder house : 
For beasts, when man was but a piece 
jOf earth himself, did th* earth possess. 

These worthies were the chief that led 475 
The combatants, each in the head 
Of his command, with arms and rage. 
Ready, and longing to engage. 
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The nuin'roHs rabble was drawn otit 

Of several counties round about, 480 

From villages^ remote^ and shires^,' 

Of east and western hemispheres: 

Fronni foreign parishes and regions, 

Of different manners, speech, religions, 

Came men and mastiffs: some to fight 485 

For fame and honour, some foF sight. 

And now the field of death, the lists^ 

Were entered by antagonists. 

And blood was ready to be broached; 

When Hudibras in haste approach' d> 490 



47&. The rabble may be referred to the other Dtimerous 
ippearances of men and dogs exhibited by other parts of 
the moon's disk^ which are not easy to b^ represented in 
SgUresy bat which the ima^nation cannot fail to trace out 
n the map of the moon. 

487. The lists may refer to the circle itself pf the 
noon's circumference. 

489. i'he reader being now made acquainted with the 
[N-incipal characters introduced in the poem, is requested, 
in his progress to the end of it, to carry them and their 
sieveral relative positions in his memory ; to compare them 
frequently with the map of the moon in the frontispiece, 
and particularly with the lines of the text printed in 
italics; and to observe further that the poet, in the varied 
actions which he successively puts them into, uses the 
liberty of considering the different parts of their bodies as 
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With squire and weap4m$ ta attoeli ^«m: 
But first thus/ram his hor^e bespake ^es 

What rage^ O ckizen^ 1 what favy 
Doth you to these dire actions hwryi 



m^tm^mm^l^0m^-^i^t 



constituting parts of other bodies^ and so reciprocaI]j of 
»R of them ; whteh being understood^ it is now a proper 
time to remark, tbar, in thus putting these characters into 
action, the poet^ f^r from indulging an acbitrary: or capri- 
cious fancy, has in fact a no less important; object in view, 
than to desciibe the different librations of the moon^ from 
^f\»t to west or fropi north to south ; and that the succes- 
sive or alternate victory and defeat of the different heroes 
of-thepiecci at the same time that they correspond with 
the a^cendf^^cy or depression of dif£arent parts of' the 
i^ppp's niargin, are figurative also of the manner in wbidh 
4i£S^rent g^rt3.of the moon are ahernately darkened or iUu^ 
iliinated.. Tt^e lines 807, 833 and 855 are particul^ijf) 
illustrative of the former of these observations ; and ]ine» 
16Q> 287,t9,'][3,. 360, 413, 735 and 909, of the latter ;«tod 
indeed the allusions to both are so very frequent tbrau^b^ 
oiU^tbe whole po|^m, that I. shall henceforth refrain. from 
« noticing them. I have also here to remark another thing; 
of oqual importance, and remark it likewise once for all;, 
namely, that as it is well known the rise and fall of tbsr 
tides have a relation to the varied appearances of tbemoQUi 
(whatever may t^ the cause of that relation), so. it is to lm> 
noted throughout the po^m, that there, are frecjuenl- 
allusions to the tides, their motion, their power and.theiri 
variation^ as in linejs 296, 319# 4 16, ,450, 461 et pfassio^ 



What aMi^m\ "^ISait phr^itk fUibod l95 

Makes you thtors kvi^b of your bloxid, &c. &c. 

In name of king and parliament j 

I charge ye all, ho more foment 

Thisfeudj but keep the peace between 

Your brethren and your countfymen ; 

And to those places straight repair, 665 

Where your respective dwellings a^e. 

But to that purpose fiWt suW^der 

* Thejiddter^ as the prime ofltehder, 
Th* incendiary vile, that is chieiF 

Author and ehgineef of mischiei ; 670 

That makes division between fnenidls. 

For profane and ihahgnant ends. 

He^ and that engine of vile noisij 

On which illegally he plays, 

Shall, dictum factum, both be brought' 675 

To condign punishment, as' they ouglit* 

This must be done, and I wouldfaita see 

IVtortal so sturdy as to' gainsay : 

For thetf I'll* take a&«rth€f ootiAB,* 

And soon red^ie^ ydU dll ty fcifce. 680 

• This said, ht' cldpt hUs KMd ^ ifim»i 

To shew he flfe^V tr^^ fc^^ hfe* vr\>rd; 
But Taig6t, Who listd ^j^ Ai^firedt 
Inflam€dy^i\i iti gl0^iHig 



Which ndw began to rage and burn as 68J 

Implacably bs ^ame in furnace^ 

Thus answerM him : Thou vecmin wretched 

As e'er in measled pork was hatched ; 

Thou tail of worship, thou dost grow 

On rump of justice as of cow ; 69< 

How dar'st thou with that sullen luggage 

O* th' self, old iruj and other baggage. 

With which thy steed of bones and leather 

Has broke his wind in halting hither ; 

How duret th*, I say, adventure thus 69 

T' oppose thy lumber against us ? 

Could thine impertinence find out 

No work t* employ itself about, 

Where thou, secure from wooden blowj 

Thy busy vanity might*st show ? 70 

Was no dispute afoot between 

The caterwauling brethren ? 

No subtle question raisM among 

Those out'O* 'their wits^ and those i' th' wrong ; 

But if th* hast brain enough in scull 73 

To keep itself in lodging whole, 
And not provoke the rage of stones 
And cudgels to thy hide and bones ; 
Tremblfij, B.nd vanish, while thou mayst, 73^ 
Which I'll not promise if thou stay'st. 
At this the knight ^ew high in wroth, 
And lifting hands and eyes up both. 
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Three times he smote on stomach stout. 
From whence at length these words broke out. 
Was I for this intitled Sir, 741 

And girt with trusty sword and spur^ 

m 

For fame and honour to wage battle, 

Thus to be brav'd hy foe to cattle ? 

Not all that pride that makes thee swell 7i5 

As big as thou dost blown-up veal ; 

Nor all thy tricks and sleights to cheat, 

And sell thy carrion for good meat; 

Not all thy magic to repair - 

Decayed old age in tough lean ware, 7^0 

Make nat'ral death appear thy work. 

And 3top the gangrene in stale pork ; 

Not all that force that makes thee proud. 

Because by bullock ne'er withstood ; ' 

Though arm'd with all thy cleavers^ knives^TSS 

And axes made to hew down lives. 

Shall save or help thee to evade 

The hand of justice, or this blade. 

Which I, her sword-bearer, do carry, 

For civil (Jeed and military. 760 



•^r*- 



739. '* Three times." If the figure of Hudibraa be 
ftUeniively examined in the map, it will be seen in fact to 
bave three outlines of face one before the other and nearly 
parallel ; a circumstance referced to in this line, in 943, 
and very frequently hereafter. 
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Nor s&dll tbA^ w6fck of venom bue, 

Whieh tlkm baMyi^di^ their native pboe, 

Thff stomachy puMp'd i6 fling: on me; 

Go unrevengM, though I am ireA. 

Thou doWh the same throat 9hsS\ devoulir 'eiA, 

Like tainted beef, and pay dear for 'enk. 765 

Nor sliall it e'er be issiid, that wigki 

With gantUt hlue^ and baie^ v^hiti^ 

And f^wkd hltiM ttundhedfi by his iitbi 

So great a v^m at arms defy* d 770 

With words far bitteref than wormtlitodd, 

That wotfld in Job or Gri^^l stir moOd. 

Dogs with t%eir toj^ii^d' t^t Woutfcbi d6 fteal. 

But men irith^ hamfe; ^ thou dhdtt f^. . 

Tteto'«di* with hasty rage he sriialJdlf4 775 
His guftskot, that in ^idhters watch'd; 
AlsAkffn^H^ dd&ky be lev^U'd Ml 
Against th^ outside 6f Talgof s scvili ; 
Vowing that M should' n^'^r irtir fiirtbei^ 
Nor hencef&rtk co^ of butt&ck fn^th&ir. 780 
But Paik» <Jtot^ in stiki^ of ftiM^ 

^ And 'twixt the spying^ and^ hanimd^ thrbst . 
Her Gorgon shield, which made the cock \ 
Stand stiff, as 'twere transformed to stock. ^ 
£lean while fiierce Talgol gathering might', 7^8^ 
With rugged truncheon^ charg'd the knight; ^ 

^ ^ut he with petronel upheaved, 
Instead of shield, the blow receiv'd. ^:^ 
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, The g^un r4€9itd; k^ Wdl it mi^e, 

Npt as*d to su«h ft kind of fight, 790 

And shrunk from itd great iHasier's gripty 

Knocked down afid istuiwi*d with moital strijpie. 

Then Hudibras^ witfe furioiis hast^, 

Drew out Aif^sieord; yet not so fast, 

But Talgol first with' hearty thwack 795 

Twice bruised his head, and twice fiis^ back. 

But wbe» hi« nut-brown sword was out, 

* W"ith stoms^h \m^ he laid about, 
Impriitting many a wound upon 
His mortal foe, ih^ truncheon/ 800 

fflte trusty cudgel did oppotse 
Itself against dead-doing bloWs, 
To goWtf its Ifeader Irbm feB' Bsiile, 
And then reVeilgM itisdf again. 
And thbtigh the sWbrd, some xiiicferslioodi 605 
In force hfed ihuch the odds of wood^ 
TTwas nothing so ; bofh sitfes were dtdant^d 

'So gytetrf, UOTi^ knew which Was valiant* sft ^ 
For wood, with honour b- ing engaged, 
Is sa iiJUplacabfy enraged ; #10 

Thougli irort hetv^ and mangle sorc^ 
Wood w^sitindsrarid' bruises honour mbte; 
'And now both krfightis wl^ out of brttttfr, 
Tir'd in tfad hM pUt#uit of^dteth; 
Whilst all the ffest^ Bmset*&m.6od stili,i 9i& 

Expecting' Wbicb i^uM take, or kilh 
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This Hudibras observed and fretting 

Conquest should be so long a-gettingy 

He drew up all his force into 

One body, and that into one blow. 820 

But Talgol wisely avoided it 

By cunning sleight ; for had it hit, 

The upper end of him the blow 

Had slit^*as sure as that below. 

Mean while the incomparable Colon, 82i 
To aid his friend, began to fall on : 
Him Ralph encounter.d^ and straight grew 
A dismal combat 'twixt them two ; 
Th' one armM with metal, th' other with wood. 
This fit for bruise, and that for blood. 830 

With many a stiff thwack, many a bang. 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang ; 
While none that saw them could divine 
To which side conquest would incline. 
Until MagnanOj who did envy 835 

That two should with so many men vie. 
By subtle stratagem of brain 
Performed what force could ne'er attain ; 
For he by foul hap, having found 
Where thistles grew on barren ground, '840 

In haste he drew his weapon out. 
And having cropt them from the root, 
Qe clapped them underneath the tail 
Ofsteedi with pricks as sharp as naiK 
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The angry beast did straight resent tA5 

The wrong done to his ftindament. 

Began to kick, and Jling^ and wince^ 

As if W had been beside his sense^ 

Striving to disengage from thistle 

That gali'd him sorely under his tail : S40 

Instead of which, he threw the pack 

Of squire, and baggage from his back; 

And blundering still with smarting rump, 

He gave the knight* s steed such a thump 

As made him reel. The knigfat did stoop, 855 

And sat on further side aslope. 

This Talgol viewing, who had now 

By sleight escaped the fatal blow. 

He raUy'd, and again fell to't ; 

For catching foe by nearer foot, * 860 

He lifted with such might and strength. 

As would have hurl'd him thrice his length. 

And dash'd his brains (if any) out ; 

But Mars, that still protects the stout, 

In pudding**time came to his aid, 865 

And under him the bear conveyed; 

The bear, upon whose soft fur-gown 

The knight with all his weight fell down. 

The friendly rug preserved the ground. 

And headlong knight, from bruise or wound: 

Like feather-bed betwixt a wall, 871 

And heavy brunt of cannon-ball. 



As Sancho o^ ft blanket fell. 
And had 119 h^rt ; ouip far'd |» well 
In body, ^hflfiigh his laighty spirit, 
B*ing heavy, djd not #0 well b^r it. 
The bear wap in ^ greater fright, 
Peat down and worsted by the knight. 
He roar'd, and rag'd, and^^^n^ about ^ 
To shake off bofidage from hi^ snaut* 
His wrath infiamd^ hoiVd a^evy and fri)m 
His jaws of death he threw t\\^foa'm; 
Fuvyi in stranger postures thre^) himy 
And more than ever herald drew him : 
He tore the earth, which he had $av*4 
From squelch of knight, and storm' ^ ai^ ra 
And vexM the more, because th^ hapiQ^ 
He felt were 'gainst the law of arni$ : 
For men he always took to be 
His friends, and dogs his e^emy ; 
Who never so much hurt bad done him, 
^ ^As his own side did falling on him ; 
Jt griev'd hiva, to. the guts, that they 
For whom h* had fought so many a fray, 
And served with loss of blood so Ipng, 
Should offer su<;h inhumane wrong ; 
Wrong of \4nsoldie];-lLke condition ; 
For whicb be flung down his commission; 
And laid about him^ till his nose 
From thrall offing: ^^ff ^^d l^rqke loose, ! 



ashefelthio^elfenlftrg'd, 
ugh thickest of hi? foegf Ije chfUfgM^ 
macjp Tvay through 0' ^mffiffd eretp ; 
J he o*er-ran, aad some o'erthrew, 
took none ; fqr by h^ty flight ^5 

trove t' ^cap^ pi^r^i^it o^i kpigbf : 
i whom he fled with ^s m^^cj) l^^t^ 
d^eaf^, as he t^?i ^^.l^b^e f^baa'^. 
ist(^ ke^edy qn^ m did thejfy 

and his fear a sey*r^^ way. ^10 

^dero only k^pt ^J^p ^^Id^ 
stirring from ifif jpiac^ h^ Md^ 
igb bf at^n dowp, ?ind w,^und^d ao^e, 
fi4^lf^ ^nd a lf§ that bore 
si^e of him, nq^ tb^t of bpne ; ^15 

much iti battery tjl^* wQ^flei} one. 
ipying Hudibfas lie s^row'd 
1 the ground,, Hkf log ofwqod^ 
I fright of fal\, supposed W9,u^4 
/^ of urime, in ^ ?WOUfl,4, ^20 

istje be mutqlidi th^ if)QO(i^fii^ l^mi^ 

hurt ifii thf* ancle laif hy^ hi^^ 

fitting it for sudden %ht, 

ght drew it up, t' ^tt^qk ^he knigjhU 

getting \}p Oil stump and hwkle^ ^5 

vith the foe beg^n to buqkle, 

ing to b^ reven^M f9? ^r^«^^ 

royi4 ^^*4*%^ HP9^ ^^ wretch, 
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Sole author of all detriment 
He and hisjiddle underwent. ^SD 

But -Ralpho (who had now begun , '^ 

, 7" adtfenture resurrection 
From heavy squelch, and had got up 
Upon.^his legs with sprained crup) 
Looking ahouty beheld pernicion $35 

Approaching knight from fell musician. 1 

^ Ji^e snatctk'^l^bis whinyard up, that fled. 
When he wa^ falling oflf his steed, *' 

(As rats do from a falling house,) "^ 

To hide itself from rage of hlotes ; 940 

And JRJng'd with speed and/wry flew, ' 

, To rescue knight from black and blue*^ . . 
Which eie he could achieve, his sconce 
The leg encountered twice and once; 
And now 'twas raised to smite agen, gy.5 

When JRalpho thrust himself between. 4 

^ i^e took ^le blow upon his arm^ . 

To shield the knight from further harm ; 
And joining wrath with force bestow'd 
On th* wooden member such a load, 9^0 

That down it fell ^ and with it bore 

^Crofcdeiro, whom i^^propt before. 
To him the squire right nimbly run. 
And, setting conq ring foot upon 
His trunks thus spoke: What desperate jfr^w-ry 
Made thee, thou whelp of sin, to fancy 956 
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Thyself and all tbat* coward fa]bble» 
'T* encountef ua in battle able ? 
How dxit^ tb\ I $ay, oppose thy ^r^hip 
'Gainst arms, authority, and worshipi i ^ 960 
And HudilMB, or me piovok^ 
Though all thy limb* were heart q( oalt^ 
And th' other half of thee as geod 
To bewr out blows a9 ^at of woofl > 
Could not the whip^iftg*post 'fortv^il 966 

With all its rh§t*rie, nor the j«l, 
To keep from Joying sq^rge «% §ki^t 
And ancle fre^ from t>(>» gi^ ? 

Which now thou shaltrf^but fijnit 9itf ^unn 
|Iust see how Hu^ibras doth &k. 970 

This said h9 g^Uy taWd the kmigkk 
And set him on hU bum upright : 

To rouse him from ktbargic dump, 

He tweaked hi9 n0se^ with gentle tlwmp 

fCnock'd on his breast^ as if 't had ^e^n 976 

To raise the spirits lodgM within. 

They, waken'd with the noise, di^ fl^ 

Hrom inward room, to window-eye, 

And gently opening lid the qsi^^qiei^t. 

Looked outy but yet w^th some amazement, 98Q 

This gladded Ralpho much to see. 

Who thus bespoke the knight : QuotJ)i he, 

Tw^king his nqse^ You are^ j^reat Sir, 

A self-denying conqueror ; 



As high, victorious^ and greats S?0 

As e'erfought fpr the churches yet, ) 

If y5u will give yourself but leave • m -I 

. .^^To make out what y' already have ; .... Y 
That*« vicjtpry. The foe, for dread ' - - 1 
Of your nine- worthiness has fled, ^ 990 

All, save Crowdero,' for whose sake -ji! A 
You did th'jeapous'd cause undertake:. :: xiQ 

j^-.And h4 lus prisoner cd your ftet^ * - - ::• :0 
To be disposed, as you think ineet,^; ^ . m // 
Either for life, or death, or sale, . . 0*^995 
The gdlows, or perpetual jaiU' ^ : r ii 7/ 
For one mnk of your powerful eye m -• -^ cT 

\ =3^ vMust sentenee Jiim to live or die. v c ii? - : I 
His ^ddUe^ your proper purchase, : b.:P 

Won in the service of the churches ; - «^-^ IHOO 
And by yoiir dooin must be allow'd - /^ 

To be, Ot be no more a croud. - T 

'At this the knight began to rouse, 'lO$3 

':,:^nd by degrees grow valorous. / / 

He stdr^d abouty and seeing none .108$^ 

Of all his foes remain, but one, r 1 

He snatched his weapon that lay near him^ / 
And from the ground began to rear him: > /^ 
Yowing to make Crowdero pay » . ;U 

For all the rest that ran away. : . , 1^ 
But Halpho now, in colder blood, . , .j! 
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His yVef^ mildly thus withstood : 

Great Sir, quoth he, your mighty spirit 

Is rais'd too high : this slave does merit 

To be the hangman^ s business, sooner 1095 

Than from your hand to have the honour 

Of his destruction : I that am 

A nothingness in deed and name. 

Did scorn to hurt his forfeit carcase, 

Or ill intreat his Jiddle or case : 1040 

Will you, great Sir, that glory blot 

In cold blood, which you gain'd in hot ? 

Will you employ your conquering sword, 

To break a fiddle and your word ? 

For though I fought, and overcame, 1045 

And quarter gave, ^twas in your name. 

For great commanders always ot^ 

What's prosperous by the soldier done. 

To 4ave, where you have pow'r to kill, * 

Argues your pow'r above your will j 1050 

Great conquerors greater glory gain 106^ 

By^fois in triumph led, than slain : 
The laurels that adorn their brows 
Are puird from living not dead boughs, 
And living foes : the greatest feme -s 

Of cripple slain can be but lame. 1070 

lOne half of him's already slain, 
Jhe other is not worth your j^ain ; 
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Th' honour can but 6h 6ti^ sfide ligHt^ f 

As worship did when y' were dubb'd knight. 
JFhfsrefore I think it better far, I075 

iTd keep him prisoner of war ; 
And let hintftiit in bonds abide 
At court of justice to be try'd : 
Where if h' appear to bold and crafty, 
3E]b§re may be danger in his safety : lOS) 

If any member ther6 dislike 
His face,- or to his beard have pique ; 
Or if his death will save or yield. 
Revenge tnr fright, it is reveal* d ; 
JFhpugh he has quarter ^ nevertheless 1095 

Y^have po'wt to hang him when you pieaiSe; 

This said, the high outrageous mettle 1103 

Of kuiglit b e gan t o cool an d settle. - - .^ 

He lik'd the squire's advice, and soon llOi 

ResolvM to see the business done ; 
And therefore charged him first to bind 
XHfowdero^s hands on rump behind^ 
-And to its former place und use 
The wooden member to reduce ; 1 HQ 

But force it take an oath before. 
Ne'er to bear arms against him more. - 

Ralpho dispatched with speedy haste, 
And having ty^d Cr&tedero fast, 
He^gave Sir Knight ifujend ofsord^ HVi 

To lead the captive 0f his sword 



In triumph^ whilst the steeds he caught^ 

And them to further s^rvic^ brought. 

Y^ squire in state rode on l>efore, 

And on his nut-f^rown wbmjfurd borp ^^^ 

The trophy fiddle anid thj^ fase^ 

Leaning on shoulder JUke ^ macf. 

The knight himself did after ride, 

ifjfefuding Crowdero hy his side; 

And tow*d him^ if he lagged behind^ jlMN' 

Ziike boat against the tide and wind. * 

Thus grave and solemn they msu'ch'd on. 

Until quite through the town th' had gp^p ; 

^t further end of which there stancb . . _ 

JLn ancient castle^ that commands 1 13P 

ThVi^djacent part3 ; in all thfifapric 

yk^u shaU not see one ston^^ jipr a bricks 



' 1 130. The ancient castle seems to be referable to the 
9hadtd part of the moon as viewed with the north upper- 
most, in which position^ beside the resemblance to a 
clenchM band represented above in the Drawing of Ma|^« 
nano (fig. 19) as situate on the right and in light ; there is 
liliewise (in light also) just under Crowdero*s hddie and 
towards the place where his head might naturally come^ 
the likeness of another hand in the attitude of pointing; 
IThe shoulders^ bead and breast of T^lgol conveige to a 
point like a spire, mentioned post in line 1 l6l. 

1132^ Of the statement contained in this and th^ foL 
tMng lines I do not now offer any explanation : and if 
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But all of wood, liy powerful spell 

Of magic made impregnable : 

There's ^either iron bar nor gate, Ifis 

PbrtquUis, chain, nor bolt, nor grate ; ^^ 

And yet men durance there abide, ■ ^ 

In dungeons scarce three inches wide ; 

With roof so low, that under it 

They never stand, biit lie 6t sit ; ll40 

and yet so foul, that whoso is in, ^*' * 

Is to the middle-leg in prison ; '^■- 

in circle magical confined, '■ i.Af 

With walls of subtil air and wind ; - rl 






Y 



I have omitted large portions of the text, of this and tfa( 

other cantos^ it is not because they Have not a relatiofi tc 

the moon as well as the rest; bat^ as in order" to have 4 

ysai efM»«»plieo-of this poem, the author is not to be con< 

sidered as limiting himself even to the enlarged viei^ as 

signed above, in note on line 489 (he has in truth a ftil 

higher and more important object in view^ that of iqcul 

eating a genuine philosophical theory of the moon's mc 

lions, and of the tides); so (the passages omiUed being, fo 

the most part, connected with the latter object) 1 bav 

thought it better to reserve for a separate treatise, the coc 

sideration of a doctrine, entirely different from the doctrio 

of the moderns, but far more satisfactory; notwithstandin 

tliat the subject of the poem, and that theory itself, woul 

undoubtedly give and borrow much additional light {roi 

each other^ if. the elncidation of both were coupled tog< 

iher. 



Which none .are^^Jjl^ to breadc t^c^ough, ^/ 1 145 
Until they're freed by, ,head of borough. ;;^ 

^Thither arriy'd, tb'.advent'roujs knight ' f 
And bold sqi^ir^ firppa their steeds alighf, " "'^* r*;^ 
At th' outward wall, near which there stands 
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il bastile^ bpilt t\ imprison hands ; 11 SO' 

By strange inchautment made to fetter *Ji 

The lesser parts, and free the greater : 
For though the body may creep through, 
The hands in grate (are fast enough: ^ ^ 
And when a circle 'bout, the, w^ist 1155 

Is made by beadle exorcist, 
The bo dy f^h the spur and switch^ 
, As if 'twere ridden post by witck^ 
.♦4' twenty miles an hour pace, 
i. 4^nd yet ne^er stirs out qf the place, 1 1 60 

-iQn. top of this there ds a spire^ 
- On^ which Sir Knight first bids the squire^ 
'The fiddle^ and its spoils^ the case^ . 

''In manner of a trophy, place. .; -.' 

' 'I'hat done, they ope the trap-door^gate^ 1 16S 
And ^et Crowdero down thereat, . r 

,^ Crowdero making doleful face, 
.ajjfilf^ hermit poor in pensive place, ^ 

^riTo. dungeon they the wretch commit, 
^ And the, survivor, of his feet: 1 170 

' ButtK other, that hadhroke the peace, ^ 
^ ) Aitd heud of knigfithood, they rslease, . 
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Though a dtti^^t felbfe a^d INfged, ., 
Yet b*ing a fctwhger, he'is i^alarg^ ; 

While his comfwiB^ that did q5 hurt, lliE$ 

/ji clapp* itup fa^ ih prmh fbr't. 
Sd JiAtiGe,' wbUe she winli^ at «^iii[i%l^ 
Stumbles ojii innocence sometimes. 



CANTO III. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



The scattered rout return and rally, 

Surround the place ; the knight does sa1ly> 

And is made pris'ner: then they seize , 

Th' inchanted fort by storm^ release 

Crowdero, and put the squire ih*s pla^e ; 

I should have firdt said Hudibras. j ': J 

Ay me! whatpferils do ih^ota * j 

The man that meddleis Xvith yfold IWtal . j- 

What plaguy mischiefs attd inisbalp^ 

Do dog him still with afteir-fcla*p«1 

For though dame Foirtuiie setem tt) 'sMailfe, . . 4 

And leer upon liiih for "a tvOifle, 

She'll after ^hew him, in the nick 

'Of all his glories, a Abg-tf ifck. . . . -^ 

This any^ tnaA may siWg or ^ay, . : 

r th* ditty caira, Wh(ft*if iiit^ : 10 
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tor Hudibtwi, who thought fi^fead 

The field, as certain -as a giin, - -^ ' ' . : . 

Ajnd having routed the^ole troop. 

With victory wad cock-a4iO0p ; 

Thinking h' ^^ 4one enough to purchase ^15^ * 

Thaoksgiving-dliy aHAong the churches'; 

Wherein his mettle and brave worth 

Might be explained by holdtr-forth. 

And registered by fame eternal. 

In deathless pages of diurnal ; SO 

Found in few minutes to >hi& ^cost, 

He did but count without his host ; 

m 

And that a turnstile is more certain 
Than, in events 4^f war, dame Fortune. 

For new She late famt-heur ted roiU^ Q5 

O'ertlurewArsyid teatter'xl round about, 
Chas'd by the horror of their fear, 
From bloody '6ay of knight end beaie, 
(All but the dogs, who in pursuit 
Of the kfligb^'iS ^iMory stood to % 30 

And most ignobly fought, to get 
The honour >of his blood land Bw^Mt,) 
Seeing the roedst mas ftse and vlear 
0^ th' conquered and ^he coBiqueror, 
Took heart agaio, >9aidjkc'<l ^bouti^ 3i 

As if they meant to atsoid it out : 
For by this ^^medhemmiMed bean. 
Attack^ d by tK ihmn^ i* 4h* mar. 



74 

Finding their number grew too greats • '-^A 
Forhim to make a safe retreat, ^- ' T ^ 

Like a bold chieftain /ac*d about; ** i-^l 
But wisely doubting to hold out, -'■'■* s A 
Gave way to fortune, and with haste • • f 
Fac'd the proud foe^ andjledy andfac*dt* V 
Retiring stilly until he found ^i/M > 

H' had got th' advantage of the ground ; ■ ^^ 
And then as valiantly made head, oH 

To check the foe, ^nd forthwith Jled ; - W 
Leaving no art untry*d, nor trick A 

Of warrior stout and politic ; u ^ 

Until, in spite of hot pursuit, • I 

He gain'd.a pass to hold dispute ( 

On better terms, and stop the course h 
Of the proud foe. With ell his force • / 
He bravely charged, and for a while ' M i 
Forced their whole body to recoil; \\ 

But still their numbers so increasM, < r 
Hefoufid kiniMelfat length oppress* d^ - ^ I 
And all evasions so uncertain, ^^'^ 

To save hifllself for better fortune; » A f 
That he reaohr'dfiratliertbaik yields !>rM| 
To die wi ttehonour ki the^eldf ^ ^ ^ . : . i A 
And sell his hide and v carcase at.' !. ^ ii'l 
A price as iiigh and desperate ;. \1r. 

As e'er he'.^ould.wrThis resolution. ,, A.i ( 
He forthmith put.m vp.iyculiftn , y\^ i ^ „ .- 5^, 
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And bravely^ threw himself amai^g 
The enemy, i' th* greatest thnmg. 
But what could single valour do, 
^Against so numerous a foe ? 70 

Yet much he did, indeed too much 
To be believ'd, where th' odds were such. 
But one against a multitude^ 
Is more than mortal can make good ; 
For while one party he opposed, ^ 75 

His rear was suddenly indlos^d^ 
And no room left him for retreat, 
Or fight against a foe so great. 
For now the mastives^ charging home, 
To blows and handygripes were come: 80 

While manfully himself he bore. 

And setting his right foot before^ 

He raised himself to shew how tall 

His person was above them alL 

This equal shame and envy stirr'd * 35 

r th' enemy, that one should beard 

So many warriors, and so »tout. 

As he had done, and stavM it out. 

Disdaining to lay down his arms, 

And yield on honourable terms. 90 

Enraged thus, ^om« in ^ rear 

Attack* d him^ and some ev*ry where^ 

Till dovm he fell; yet falling faughty 

And, heing dmm, stilHaid ubotsi : 
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But all, alas! bad been in rain. 
And he inevitably slain, 
If TruUa and Cerdon, in tbe nick. 
To rescue him had not be^i quick : W 

For TruUa, who was light of foot. 
As shafts which long-field Parthians shoot, 
(But not so light as to be borne 
Upon the ^ars of standing com, 
Or trip it o*er the mtater quicker 'tO 

Than witchesj when they slave their •li^fuOTj * 
As some report,) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng ; 
There pitying the Tanq«ish*d bear, ^ 

She caH'd to Cerdon^ mho stood near^ ^ 1( 

Viewing the bloody fight : to whom, 
Shall we, quoth she, stand «till hum drum^y 
And see stout Brain all alone. 
By numbers basely overthrown ? I 

'Such feats already h* has achieved, 11^ 

In start/ not to be beKevM ; 
And Uwould to us be shame enough 
Not to attempt to fetch him off. 
I would^ queth the, venture a dimb^ 
To second thee, and rescue him ; 1 SO 

But then we must ^out it straight, 
Or else our -aid will txane .too late ; 
Quarter he .^9eorns^ he is so Mout, 
A nd therefoM cannot kmg .bold touU 



This said, i^Sey'wai/d ihehr nfeap^ms rauhd 125 

About their heads^ to clear the ground; 

And joining forces, laid dcbout 

So fiercely, that th* amazed rout 

Turned tail again^ and straight begun, 

Aslf tlie devil drove, to run. 130 

Meanwhile th' approached the place where Bruin 

Was now engag'd to mortal ruin: 

I'he conquering foe they soon assail'd. 

First Trulla stayd^ and Cerdon taiVd^ 

Until their mastives hos*d their hold: 1S5 

And yet, alas ! do what they could, 

The worsted hear came off with store 

Of bloody wounds^ but all before. 

But gentle Trulla, into tK ring 155 

He wore in's nose, conveyed a string , 
'With which she march' d before, and led 
The warrior to a grassy bed. 
As authors write, in a cool shade, 
Which eglantine and roses made: 160 

Close by a softly murmuring stream, 
Where lovers us'd to loll and dream. 
^ J. There leaving him to his repose. 
Secured from pursuit of foes. 
And wanting nothing but a sotig, ",165 

And a well-tun* d Theorbo hung 
Vpon a bough, to ease the pain 
His tugg'd ear sutfer^d, with a strain ; 
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Th^ both drew up, to march ia quest 

Of his great leader, and the rest. 170 

For Orsin (who was more renown*d . f 
For stout maintaining of his ground 
In standing fight, than for pursuit, '/ 

As being not so quick of foot) 
Was not long able to keep pace 175 

With others that pursued the chace ; 
But found himself left far behind^ 
Both out of heart, and out of wind ; 
Griev'd to behold his bear pursued , . ' 
So basely by a multitude ; J 8ff 

And like to fall, not by the prowess. 
But numbers of his coward foes. 
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He went in quest of Hudibras, ~ 

To find him out where'er he was; 
And, if he were above ground, vow*d ' ' 23i^ 
HeM ferret him, lurk where he wou'd. 

But scarce had he a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone, ^ 

When he encountered with that crew 
Whom Hudibras did late subdue. ^ 240 

Honour, revenge, contempt, and shanie. 
Did equally their breasts inflame. 
'Mong these the fierce Magnano was. 
And Talgol, foe to Hudibras: ^ ^ 

Cerdon and Colon, warriors stout, "^ *^ *^^45 
And resolute, as ever fought: — ^ 
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Whom ftlrioyis Oi^*«i thu6fte«ip6kei - r^" 

^ Shall we, quoth he, thus basely brook- " 
The vile' aflront that paltry aM$ ' 

And feeble scoundrel, Hudibrai^ ^ 950 

With that more paltry ragamuffin, 
Ralphoy with vapouring and huffing, 

*rHave put upon us, like tame cattle^ 
A$ if tV ad routed us in battle ? 
For my part, it shall ne'er be said, S65 

I for the washing gave my head : 
Nor did / turn my hack for fear 

' *:-0* th' rascals, but loss of my bear, 
Which now Vm like to undergo ; 
For whether those fell wounds^ or no, 260 

He has receivM in fight, are mortal, 
Is more than all my skill can fortel ; 

^ Nor do I know what is become 
Of him, more than the pope of Rome. 
But if I can but find them out S65 

That caus'd it, (as I shall no doubt, 
Where-e*er th' in hugger-mugger lurk J 

, ril make them rue their handy- work ; * ^ 
And wish that they had rather darM 
To pull the devil by the beard. S70 

Quoth Cerdon, Noble Orsin, th'hast . . s/. 
Great reason to do as thou say's t, t/t. 

And so has ev'ry body here, * Z 

As well as thou hast, or thy bear. . :z tr.A 
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Others may d<^ m they Me goodk; 975 

But if thi9 twig be made oi wood 

That will hold tack, I'H make tikefwr. 

Fly *boui the eon of thmt old eur ; 

And t'other mungiel rarmin, Ralpb, 

That bray'd us all in his behalf. 880 

Thy bear h $afe^ and out of peril, 

Though lugged indeed, and waunded vfrj ill : 

Myself and Trulla made a shift 

To help him out at a dead lift ; 

And having brought him bravely off, 985 

Have left him where he^s safe enough : 

There let him rest ; for if w4 siay^ 

The slaves may hap to get away. 

This said, they all engaged to join 
Their forces in the same design : 990 

And forthwith put themselves in search 
Of HudilHUS upon their march. 
Where leave we them a while to teU 
What the victorious knight befel ; 
For such, Crowdero being fast 995 

In dungeon shut, we left him last. 
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276. The twig with which Cerdon assails the ears of 
Hudibras, is referable to the same mark, an lighc^ en the 
side of his head^ which in line 297 of thiscante is Jissi- 
milated to a laiud-braotBh. 
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mphant laureh seem to grow 

ohere so green as on his brow : 

m with which, as well as tir'd 

I conquering toil, he now retired 300 

a neighboring castle 6y, 
^t his body, and apply 
led'cines to each glorious bruise 
ot in fight, reels, blacks, and blues, 
loUify th' uneasy pang 305 

r'ry honourable bang, 
;h be*ng by skilful midwife drest, 
lid him down to take his rest, 
t all in vain. H'ad got a hurt 
i* inside, of a deadlier sort, 310 

upid made, who took his stand 
i a widow's jointure-land, 
he, in all his am'rous battles, 
Ivantage finds like goods and chattels,) 

home his bow, and, aiming right, 315 
y an arrow at the knight; 
haft against a rib did glance, 
^aird him in the purtenance. 

This mention of a midwife seems to allude to 
arance of a forceps od Hudibras's face^ which, 
ing of Ralph in a former canto, was likened to 
8 of a tailor, as drawn in fig. 11, ante. 
Figure 22 exhibits Cupid as aiming at Hudibras 
x)w, and situate (in light) in the map of the moon 

I. G 
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Till puTging'-cemfits and ants* eggs -9^5 

Had almost brought him off his legs,} 

Us'd him so like a base rascallion, 

That old Pyg — (what d'y'call him) malion, 

That cut his mistress out of stone, 

Had not so hard a hearted one. 336 

She had a thousand jadish tricks, 

Worse than a mule thatjlings and kicks ; 

'Mong which one cross-grain d freak she had, 

As insolent as strange and mad: 

She could love none but only such 335 

As scorned and hated her as much, 

*Twas a strange riddle of a lady. 

Not love J if ^f^y lov*d her : hey day ! 

So cowards never use their might, 

But against such as will not fight. 340 

So some diseases have been found 

Only to seize upon the sound. 

He that gets her hy hearty must say her 

The hack way^ like a witch* s prayer. 

Mean while the knight had no small task, 34i 

To compass what he durst not ask : 

He loves, but dares not make the motion \ 

Her ignorance is his devotion : 

Like caitiff vile ^ that for misdeed 

Rides with his face to rump of steed ; 330 

Or rowing scull, he's fain to love. 

Look one way, and another move : 
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ike a tumbler^ that does play 
game, and look another way, 
\l he seize upon the coney : 355 

so does he by matrimony. 

all in vain ; her subtle snout 

quickly wind his meaning out ; 

ch she returned with too much scorn, 

>e by man of honour born : 860 

much he bore, until the distress 

mflFer*d from his spiteful mistress, 

stir his stomach, and the pain 

lad endur'd from her disdain, 

i*d to regret, so resolute, 365 

: he resolv'd to wave his suit, 

either to renounce her quite, 
or a while play least in sight. 

resolution b'ing put on, 
zept some months, and more had done ; 
being brought so nigh by fate, 371 

victory he achieved so late 
set his thoughts agog, and ope 
^or to discontinued hope, 

seenid to promise he might win 375 

dame too, now his hand was in : 

that his valour, and the honour 
id newly gain'd, might work upon her: 
le reasons made his mouth to water 
I amorous longings to be at her. 380 
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Quoth he, unto himself, Who knows 
But this brave conquest o'er my foe^ 
May reach her hearty and make that ^toop^ 
As I but now have forc'd the troop ? 
If nothing can oppugn love, 
And virtue invious ways can prove. 
What may not he confide to do 
That brings both love and virtue too ? 
But thou bringst valour too and wit« 
Two thiqgs that seldom fail to hit. 
Valour*s a mouse-trap wit a giuj 
Which wonven oft are taken in. 
Then, Hudibras, why shouldst thou fear 
To be, that art a conqueror ? 
Fortune th' audacious dothjuvarey 
But lets the timidous miscarry. 
Then while the honour thou hast got 
Is spick and span new, piping koty 
Strike her up bravely thou hadst best, 
And trust thy fortune with the rest. 
Such thoughts as these the knight did kee 
More than his bangs^ orjleas^ firom sleep, 
And as Q^t, oml that in a. barn 
Sees a mqi^e Qreeping m the corn. 
Sits stilly and shut^, his roundf blue eyes, 
As^ if: hfi sl^pt^ until hfi spies^. 



493. For the owl aod the moqse vide fig«. 7 and 4^ i 



The little beast within hi$ reach^ 

Then starts, and seizes on the wretch : 

So /rem his couch the knight did stiirt^ 

To seize upon the widow's heart, 410 

Crying with hasty tone, and hoarse, 

Ralpho, Dispatch, To horse^ to horse. 

And 'twas but time ; for now the rout, 

We left engj^'d to seek him out, 

By speedy marches were advanced 4li 

Up to the fort where he esconc*d ; 

And all th* avenues had possest 

About the place, from east to west. 

That done, a while they made a katt. 
To view the ground, and where t' assault: 420 
Then callM a council, which was best, 
By siege or onslaught, to invest 
The enemy ; and 'twas agreed, 
By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
This b'ing resolved, in comely sort 435 

They now drew up f attack the fort; 
When Hudibras, about to enteY 
Upon another*gate's adventure. 
To Ralpho call'd aloud to arm. 
Not dreaming of approaching storm. 430 

And thus he spoke : The coward foe, 453 

Whom we but now gave quarter to. 
Look, yonder's rally* d, and appears 455 

As if they had outrun their fears ; 



The glory we did lately get, 

The fatw commaDd us to repeat ; 

And to^their wills we must succumb^T 

Quocunque trahunt, ^tis our doom. 460 

This is the same numeric crew 

Which we so lately did subdue ; 

The self-same individuals, that 

Did rufh as mice do from a caij 

When we courageously did wield 46^ 

Our martial weapons in the field, 

To tug for victory : and when 

We shall our shining blades agen 

Brandish in terror o^er our heads ^ 

They'll straight resume their wonted dreads: 

Fear is an ague, that forsakes 47 1 

And haunts by fits those whom it takes : 

And they'll opine they feel the pain 

And blows they felt to-day, again. 

Then let us boldly charge them home^ 47*^ 

And make no doubt to overcome. 

464. The figure of a cat may be seen in the moon, as 
formed out of the streaks of light that cross Hudibcas's 
person ; her livhiskered face on his shoulder, and opea 
talons extended down his arm, just over the rat and moose 
wrhich are drawn in figure 4, ante ; besides which there 
are other resemblances to mice there, just by those last 
mentioned, and one in particular just under the paw of 
the cat. 
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This said) his courage to inflame. 
He call'd upon his mistress' name, 
His pistol next he cocked anew, 
And out his nut-brown whinyard drew : 480 
And, placing Ralpho in the front. 
Reserved himself to bear the brunt ; 
As expert warriors use: then ply* d 
With iron heel his courser* s side. 
Conveying sympathetic speed 48^ 

From heel of knight to heel of steed. 

Mean while the foe, with equal rage, 
And speed, advancing to engage. 
Both parties now were drawn so close. 
Almost to come to handy-blows : 490 

When Orsin first let fly a stone 
At Ralpho ; not so huge a one 
As that which Diomed did maul 
iEneas on the bum withal ; 
Yet big enough, if rightly hurl'd, 495 

T' have sent him to another world. 
Whether above ground, or below. 
Which saints twice dipt are destined to. 
The danger startled the bold squire. 
And made him some few steps retire. 500 



491. Observe, in the raooD, the apparent action of the 
prototype of Orsin, who is drawn above in figure 15. 
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But Hudibroi advanced to his 

And rous'd his spirits half dismay'd. 

He wisely doubting lest the shot 

O* th* enemy, now growing hot. 

Might at a distance gall, pressed close, ^^ 

To come pell-mell to handy blows. 

And, that he might their aid decline. 

Advanced still in an oblique line; 

But prudently forbore to fire, 

Till breast to breast he had got nigher: jlO 

As expert warriors use to do. 

When hand to hand they charge their foe. 

This order the advent' rous knight, 

Most soldier-like, observed in fight, 

When Fortune, as she's wont, tum'd fickle, 

And for the foe b^an to stickle. 5l6 

The more shame for her goodyship, 

To give so near a friend the slip. 

For Colon, choosing out a stonCf 

Leveird so right, it thumped upon 530 

His manly paunch, with such a force. 

As almost beat him off his horse. 

He lost his whinyard, and the rein ; 

But laying fast hold of the mdne. 



506. This line alludes to the gradual motion of the 
moon in her librations. 
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Preserved his seat : and as a goos4 ^Sd 

In death contracts his talons ^lose ; 

So did the knight, and with one claw 

The tricker of his pistol draw. 

The gun went off: and as it was 

Still ifatal to stout Hudibras, $30 

In all his feats of arms, when least 

He dreamed of it, to prosper best; 

So now he far'd : the shot let fly 

At random *mong the enemy. 

Pierced TalgoVs gaberdine, and grazif^ 635 

Upon his shoulder in the passings 

Lodged in Magnano^s brass habergeon^ 

W>ho straight A surgeon cry'd, A surgeon : 

He tumbled down,.andas be feU, 

Did Murder, murder, murder yell. 540 

This startled their whole body so, 

That if the knight had not let go 

526. Talgol's shoulders and head, together, resemble a 
30se, its body to the south; head^ norths and its bill tp 
le left of the north. 

538. Magnauo's outpry of murder and for a surgeon 
e referable to the resemblance of a forceps and: to other 
irgical instruments, situate id the moon near to the baad^ 
bich band has been, before noticed to be distinguishabfe 
I the front of his body^ and is introduced in the figure of 
(agnano (uumbered^ ant^, 19); and bis being shot refen 
> the apparent shot-hole .just below his breast. 



92 

His arms, but been in warlike plight, 

H' had won, the second time, the fight. 

As, if the squire had but fallen on, 545 

He had inevitably done : 

But he, diverted with the care 

Of Hudibras his hurt, forbare 

To press th'advantage of his fortune 

While danger did the rest dishearten. 550 

For he with Cerdon Vifhg engaged 

In close encounter., they both wag*d 

The fight so ^ell, Uwas hard to say 

Which side was like to get the day. 

And now the busy work of death 555 

Had tir'd them so, th' agreed to breath. 

Preparing to retiew the fight ; 

When the disaster of the knight 

And th* other party did divert 

Their fell intent, and forc'd them part. i60 

551. When the positions in the moon of the proto- 
types of the various characters in the Poem, in respect of 
each other, are considered, it will be seen, that the poet> 
in the management of his characters, resorts at pleasure to 
the principles of aliusque et idem, and of idem cum eodem 
(of both which there is a striking example in this line and 
in 554), and of idem per idem (as in 965, 9^6); and in 
this manner he exercises his fancy throughout the Poem, 
as before observed in the note on line 489 of the second 
canto. 



Ralpho pressed up to Hudibr^fi^ , 
And Cerdan where Magnano was ; 
£ach striving to confirm his party 
With stout encouragements, and hearty. 

Quoth Ralpho, Courage, valiant Sir, 565 
And let revenge and honour stir 
Your spirits up ; once more fall on^ 
The shattered yb^ begins to run: 
For if but half so well you knew 
To use your victory as subdue, 570 

They durst not, after such a blow 
As you have giv*n them, face us now ; 
But from so formidable a soldier 
Had fled like crows when they smell powder. 
Thrice have they seen your sword aloft 575 

fVav'd o'er their heads, and fled as oft. 
But if you let them recollect 
. Their spirits now dismay'd and checked, 
You'll have a harder game to play 
Than yet y' have had, to get the day. 580 

Thus spoke the stout squire ; but was heard 
By Hudibras with small regard. 



574. If the map of the moon be placed so that the 
louth be on the right-hand^ the body of Magnano (without 
the head) will be found to exhibit a strong resemblaDce tp 
a crow. 
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His thoughts were fuller of the bang 

He lately took, than Ralph's harangue ; 

To which he answer'd, Cruel fate 585 

Tells me thy counsel comes too late. 

The clotted blood within my hose. 

That from my wounded body flows. 

With mortal crisis doth portend 

My days to appropinque an end. 590 

I am for action now unfit, 

Either of fortitude or wit. 

Fortune my foe begins to firown, 

Resolv'd to pull my stomach down. 

I am not apt, upon a wound 595 

Or trivial basting to despond : 

Yet rd be loth my days to curtail ; 

For if I thought my wounds not mortal, 

Or that weM time enough as yet 

To make an honorable retreat ; 600 

'Twere the best course: but if they find 

^efiy, and leave our arms behind, 

For them to seize on ; the dishonour, 

And danger too, iis^ such, TU sooner 

Stand to it boldly, and take quarter, 605 

To let them see I am no starter. 

In all the trade of war, no feat 

Is nobler than a brave retreat : 

For those that run away, andfiy. 

Take place at least o' th^ enemy. 610 
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This said, the squire with active speed 
Dismounted from his bony steed ; 
To seize the arms, which by mischance 
Fell from the bold knight in a trance. 
These being found out and restored 615 

To Hudibras their natural lord. 
As a man may say, with might and main 
He hasted to get up again. 
Thrice he essay' d to mount aloft, 
But, by his weighty bum, as oft 6S0 

He was was pull' d back, till having fomnd > 
Th' advantage of the rising ground^ 
Thither he led his warlike: steed. 
And having plac'd him right, with speed 
Prepared again to scale the beast : * €S5 

When Orsin, who had newly driest 
The bloody scar upon the. shoulder 
Of Talgolf with Promethean powder^ 
And was now sesurching for t/^ shot 
That laid Magnano on the spot, 630 

Beheld the sturdy squire aforesaid 
Preparing to climb up his horse-side-: 
He left his cure, and laying hold 
Upon his arms with courage bold, 



•^ 



626. Vide the prototypes of Orsia and Talgol io the 
aoon. 
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Cry'd out, 'Tis now no time to dally, 635 

The enemy begin to rally : 
Let us, that are unhurt and whole, 
Fall on, and happy man he's dole. 
This said, like to a thunderbolt 
He flew with fury to th'assault, 640 

Striving th' enemy to attack 
Before he reached his horse's back. 
Ralpho was mounted now, and gotten 
0*erthwart his beast with active vaulting, 
Wriggling his body to recover 645 

His seat J and cast his right leg over r 
IVhen Orsin rushing in, bestowed 
On horse and man so heavy a load. 
The beast was startled j and begun 
To kick andjling like mad, and run, 660 

Bearing the tough squire like a sack. 
Or stout King Richard, on his back : 
Till stumbling, he threw him down. 
Sore bruised, and cast into a swoon. 
Mean while the knight began to rouse 665 

The sparkles of his wonted prowess : 
He thrust his hand into his hose, 
And found both by his eyes and nose, 
'Twas only choler, and not blood. 
That from his wounded body flow'd 660 

This, with the hazard of the squire 
InJlanCd him with despiteful ire ; 



Coufageeusiy he fac' d .aboui^ . 
And drew his other pistol out ; 
-And now had- half way bent the cock^ 665 

When Cerdon gave the Jiercest shocks 
With sturdy truncheon^ thwart his arm^ 
That douyn itfelU and did no Jiarm : 
Then stoutly pressing on with.spee4> 
Essajf* d to pull him off his steed. Q70 

The knight his sword had only left,. 
With which he Cerdon*s head had, olefin • - 
Or at the least cropt off a limb^ 
But Orsin came, and rescued him. 
He with his /ance attacked the knight 67i 

. Upon his quarters opposite. 
But OS- a ba:rk,' that in foul weather, 
Toss'd by two adverse winds t(^ethery 
Is bruised and beaten to andfroy 
And knows not which to turn him to .* 680 
. So/ar'd the knight between twofofiSy 
And knew not which of them f oppose; 
Till Orsin, charging with his lance^ 
At Hudibras, by spiteful chance, 
Hit Cerdon such a bang a^ stunned 6S5 

And laid him flat upon the ground* 

~- ... - ■ 

677* It may be seen that 'the body of Hudibras (his 
lead turned southward and back downward^ with the 
narks of wheals Or blows thereon^ is like a fractured boat 
n water. 



. At this the knigkt began to cheirop . «/ 
And raising up kimieif on Hirrupj : ^ 

Cry'd out, Vietatia : lie thou there, - 

And I shall straight disptteh another ^-i69< 
To bear thee company in death : }T 

. But first rU hah a whUe, and breath^ »' 
As well he might ; for Otsin, griev*di - '^ 
At th' wound that Oetdon had reeebr^id, - . t 
Ran to relieire him *rith his k«*, ^ - /^9 

• 

And cwethe hurt he gave bifbre, *' v 

^ J Mean while the knight had u^eef d^jokdUt^j 
To breathe- himself, and nextftnd &tfi'* *:n *" 
' Th' advaMttge nf tke:gt(0md^ ^here beM^ ' \ 
He might the ruflSed iber infest* ^T70 

This b'ing resoiT'd,"^ he spur^^d bis steMl^- I 

. - To run at Orsin with ftnU speed, ' T 

While he wa« busy in the care : - - 

Of Cetdon^ wtiund; a*d unaware: 
But he wail q«ick, aild bad ibeady / J^C 

Unto the part apply*d temeitfy : — I 

. . And seeing. W ebemy prefiar^d, ' v 

Drew up, and stood lipon his^ gUftfd. 
Then like a itaitidr r^ht expert 
And skilful in the martial art, 71 

The subtle knight straight made a halty 

^ And judg'd it best to stay th' assault, ^ 
Until he had relieved the squire, n 

And theny in order, to retire ; ) i. l 



m 



Otj as deeatioh should invite^ ::.« *-' * .' * 715 

With foreea joined fmtsv t^Jtght.> 

Ralphov by tikis ttnie dum^Mu^^iy 

Upon his bum hiih9elf advanced 9L 

Though sorely hruis'd; kii limbs all sfsr ( 

With ruthlesi bmngs mere stiff and sof§^ 720 

Right fain he wauM hare got upon 

His feet agmiv to get him gone^ ; 

JtV'hen Hudftias to aid him datoe. 

Quoth he, and oaU'd hifh by his Matne, 
CouM^; the day at length is 0uts^ 795 

And ^e once more, as tonc^uerors^ 
Hare both the fidd and hoteur #09i ; 
The foe is profligate and rwi ; 
I meen all sudb is can^ fbr some 
This hand biir sent tO' their long htmM ? 730 
And some lie sprmfling on tlM gronnd, 
With many a gash mA bloody woutid^ 
Caesar himself oduld mffec say 
He got two vicfries iflf ^ dspy ; 
As I have done^ that can say^ Twice I 7S5 

In one day, veni, vidi, vid. 
The foe's so numerous, that we 
Cannot so often vincere^ 
As they perire^ and yet enow 
Be left to strike an after-blow ; ^ 740 

Then lest they rally y and once more 
Put us to Jight the bus^nen o'er, 

h9 
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Get up and mount thy. steed, dispatch, : 
And let us both their motions watch. 

Quoth Ralph, I should not, if I were 74-5 
In case for action, now be here ; 
Nor hatye I turnd my hack, or hang*d 
An arse, for fear of being bang'd. 
It was for you I got these harms, . 
Advent'ring to fetch off your arms. 7^^ 

The blows and drubs I have received. 
Have bruisM my body, andbereav'd . 
My limbs of strength : unless you stoop, 
And reach your hand to pull me up, 
I shall lie- here, and be a prey 755 

To those who now are run away. \ 

That thou shalt.not, quoth Hudibras : 
We read the ancients held it was 
More honourable far, servare 
Civem., .than slay an adversary ; - 76( 

The one we oft to-day have done ; 
The other shall dispatch anon : 



. 734.- I take occasion to notice here^ that in the use ( 
the term day the ancient poets had often a direct allusio 
to the sun, the cause of the day ; as here, and in 554, 58( 
and 79,5 ante, et passioi.' This will be more readily a< 
raitted in respect of this Poem, if it be recollected thi 
the appearances exhibited by" the moon are only reflects 
images of thos6 in the sun. ' 



And though th' art of a ciiff'rent.^hurch, 

I will not leave thee in the lurch. 

This said, hejogg'dhis good steed nigher, 765 

And steered him gentfy toward the Bquire^ 

Then bowing down his hody^ stretched 

His hands outj and at Ralpho reached; 

When Trulta^ whom he did not mind, 

Charg'd him like lightening behind. 770 

She had been long in search about 

Mag7iano*s wound, to find it out; 

But could Jind none, nor where the shot 

That had so startled him, was got. 

But having found the worst was past, 775 

She fell to her own work at last. 

The pillage, of the prisoners. 

Which in all feats of arms was hers : 

And now to plunder Ralph she flew, 

When Hudibras his hard fate drew 780 

To succour him ; for, as he bow'd 

To help him up, she laid a load 

Of blows so heavy, and placed so well, 

On toother side, that down he fell. 

Yield, scoundrel base, (quoth she,) or die ; 783 

Thy life is mine, and liberty : 

But if thou think'st I took thee tardy, 

And dar'st presume to be so hardy, 

To try thy fortune o'er afresh, 

rU wave my title to thy flesh, 790 



Thy wmp gnd teg^ig^^ now Ay right : 
And if thou hfat the heart to tfy't, 

/*// iWiid Mtf« iaoA thyulf ^ v'iitt^t 

^nd <m<?^ ntort for th^t cajfcase vUe« 

Fight upon tiek.^QnotYi Hudibram 1795^ 

Thou oSer'st aably, vtliant la89» 

And I fiih^I take the^ at ti^r wmii. \ r ' 

First let in^ ^iM, apd take my swotd $ ..>'.: 

That swot4 which has m eft thi».day^ <> h\: ^^. 

Through squadrons of my foes made wa]^ . 800 

And fpme to othw worlds dispatched) ^ o ^< 

Now with a feeble spinster matched, * - - K 

Will blwh with blood ignobly at^n'd, r^ I 

By which no honour'^ to be g»Aedj ks r: ^ 

But if thou' It take m' advice in thiit 905 

Consider whilst thou mayst, what 'tis 

To interrupt a viotot* 8 CQune, -'-' 

W opposii^ such a trilrial force : 

For if with conquest I eome off, 

(And that I shall doauie enoqgh,) 610 

Quarter tlipu Oiamt not have, nor ifraee 

By law of wm^ in auioh a ease ^ 

Both which I now do P^fer. iinedy « 

I scorn, quoth she, , thou ooxeomb siHy, 

(Clappiinff kmp kand upon hmt breeek, il5 

To shew hofw mucth she pnB^A his speech,) 

Quarter, or couMij from a foe : « 

J^ thou canst fjumt, 19^1 taitf do, ■ ^ ■• , 



But lest it should again be said, .. 

When I have once more won thy head^ * ^90 

I took thee napping, unprepared. 

Arm, and betake thee to thy guard; ^. 

^'This said, ahe to bar tackle fell. 

And on the knight let faH a peal 

Of blows so fierce, and pre^'d so home, ^6S!^ 

That he retired, and fbllowM- s bum. : ^ 

Stand to't, quoth she, or yield to mercy ; •^ T 

Jfis 0(iot fighting arsie^versie 

Shall serv^ tJt§ tem.-^^Tbis atirr'd his apleen - 

More than the danger he was in, - 830 

The blows he felt, or was to feel. 

Although tV already made him reelf • '^ 

Honour, despite, revenge, and shame. 

At once into his stomach came ; ' 

Which fir* d it so, he raised hie arm 83^ 

Above his head^ and rained a etorm^ . ^ ' ^ 

Of blows so terrible and thick, 

Ai if he meant to hash her quicks 

But she upon her trumchemi took them^ '^ 

And by oblique di}9ersioi^broke themf 840 

Waiting an opporiunify 

To pay all baek wM. usury ; 

Which long she faird not of ; for now 

The knight with one dead-doii^ bkiw^ ^ ^ ' 

Resolving to decide the fight; ^^ ^ ^ ^ 845 

And she with quick and euiming ilight^ 
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Avoiding it, the force and weight • 

He chargM upon it was so great, 

As almost swayed him to the ground. > 

No sooner she th* advantage found, 850 

But in she flew ; dnd seconding 

With home-made thrust the heavy stoing\ 

She laid him flat upon his- side. 

And moumting on his trunk astride. 

Quoth she, I told thee what woiuld come B55 

Of all thy vapouring, base«cuin. 

Say, willthe law of arms allow 

I may have grace and quarter now ? 

Or wilt thou rather break thy wordy - 

And stain thine honour, than thy fS word ?: 869 

A man of war to. damn his souU 

In basely breaking his parole; 

And when before the fight, th^ had'st «row*d 

To give iho quarter in cold blood : 

Now thou hast got me for a Tartar, ^S66 

To make me Against my will tahefuarterj* ' 

Why dost not put me to the sword, ; . 

But cowardly fly ftom .thy word ? 

Quoth Hudibras, The^dayU thine own) ' 
Thou and thy stars have cast me down : 870 
My laurels are transpMnted now, 
And, flou/ri^h on thy conquWing brow : 
My loss of honour's great enough, - 
Thouneeif sfeaK>ti)raAd il with a bqoS^v - >i 



Quoth she, Although thdii' faasrdederv^d. 
Base slubbcfrdeguUion, t6 beseiV^d • ^886 

As thou didst vow to deal with me, 
If thou hadst got the victory ; 
Yet I shall rather act a part 
That suits my fame than thy desert, 890 

Thy arms, thy liberty, beside 
All that's on th* outside of thy hide, 
Are mine by military law. 
Of which I will not bate one straw : 
The rest, thy life and limbs once more, . 89^ 
Though doubly forfeit, / rc*/or^. 

Quoth Hudibras, It is too late 
For me to treat, or stipulate ; 
What thou command' St, I must ob^y. 
Yet those whom I expugn'd to-day, , 900 
Of thine own party, I let go, 
And gave them life and freedom too ; 
Both dogs and bear^ upon their parole 
Whom I took prisoners io this quarrel. 
Quoth TruUa, Whether thou, or they 905 

Let one another run away, 
Concerns not me ; but was't not thou 
That gave Crowdero qttarter too ? 
Crowdero, whom in irons bound. 
Thou basely threw' st into Lob's pound, . 910 
Where still he lies, and with regret . '• 

His ^evL xoM% howe^k rage and fret: 
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But now ikjf 0aromt€ skM rede$m^ 
And S9n>e to h§ exchmng^dfor him. 

This sakU the knight did straight submit/ - 
And laid hi$ weapona at her feet. 9^ 
Next he disroVd hie gaberdine, > ' ^ ' 
And with it did himself resign. • * ^ 
She took it, ^Lnd forthwith diveeiing ^ ^^ 
The mantU that she wore, eaidjeetimg^ 9i0 
Take that, and wear it for my eake ; * V\ 
7Aen threw it o'er hie sturdy haek. ' '^^^ 
And as the French we conquered once, 
Now give us l«iviBr for pantaloons, - ' 
The length of 4Di»re^bes, and the gathers,* 995 
Port-cannons, pinrfwigs, and featllers ; ' '' ' 
Just so tlie pvoiid' insulting lass ; ^ * & - -^ - 
Array'd and dight^ Hudibras. ' 

Mean while the other champiims, yerst '^ 
In hurry of the figlit disperst, ^'^ ' 9th 

Arrived, when TruUa won the day, ^ ' ' * 

To share i' th^ honour and the prey, ^^^ ' 

And out oi Hudibras Ms hide 
With vengeance to be satisfy'd; » • • ' 
Which now they were about to pou^ 9SS 

Upon him in a wooden show'r. , ^ 

Sut Trulla thrust herself between, 
And striding o*er his back agen. 
She brandished o'er her head his smofd^ u 

And vow^d they should not break her word{. * 
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Sh'had^iv'n him quarter^ rad her bloQd 941 
Or theirs should xoake thai quarter yginnii 
For she was bound by law of arns 
To see him jsafe Gtom farther barois. 
In d^ngeon deep Crowdero cast 945 

By Hudibras, as yet lay fast ; 
Where, to the hard and ruthless stcmea^ 
'ilis great heart nude perpetual moans : 
Him she resalv'd that Hvdibtas 
Should mMioiii) mtkd supply his place. 950 

This stopt t^eir^/tirjr and the basting 
Which towanjbr Hudihras was Ittoting. 
^Pliey tliM^t it n^aa but just and ri^bt^ 
That what §im had aehiey'd in ^ht. 
She should dispose «f kow she pkas'cl ; 955 
Crowd«ro ought to be icleas'd : 
iVor couU thmt smsf way be dome 
ijncwell as this she pitched upess .^ 
For who a better >could imagine ? 
This therefcure ^ley seaolY'd t'en^e in« ^60 
Th^ knight and squire first tkty made 
Rise from the ground wkave th^ were laid ; 



942. It 18 scai^djr lEiece^i^rj to observe, that ^fi^ 
oent meDtion of the word quarter conveys a bin), of tbe 
uarters of tbe moon; as there are also in lines 1013 and 
t)l6, and elsewhere occasionally^ allasions to the YisXU 



w. , 
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Then mounted both upon their horseSf 
But with their facts to the arses. 
Or sin led Hudibras^s beast ^ 96 

And Talgol that which Ralpho prest ; 
Whom stout Magnano, valiant C^oDi 
And Colon waited as a guard on ; 
All ushering TruUa in the rear, 
With th'arms of either prisoner. 970 

In this proud order and array 
They put themselves upon their way. 
Striving to reach th'inchanted castle. 
Where stout Crowdero in durance lay still. 
Thither (with greater speed, than shows 975 
And triumphs over conquered foes 
Do use t'allow ; or than the bears, 
Or pageants borne before lord mayors 
Are wont to use,) they soon arrived 
In order, soldier-like contrived ; ' 980 

Still marching in a warlike posture, 
. As fit for battle as for muster. 
The knight and squire they first unhorse. 
And bending 'gainst the fort their force, 
They all advanced, and round about 985 

Begirt the magical redoubt. 
Magnati led up in this adventure. 
And made way for the rest to enter. 
For he was skilful in black art. 
No less than he that built the fort : 990 
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ind with 'an iron mace laid flat 
L breach, which straight all entered at ; 
^nd in the wooden dungeon found 
Irowdero laid upon the ground, 
lim tl^ey release from durance base, 995 

lestor^d fhisjiddle and his case^ 
md liberty, his thirsty rage 
Tith luscious vengeance to assuage : 
or he no sooner was at large, 
•ut Trulla straight brought on the charge, 1000 
^nd in the self -same limbo put 
%« knight and squire where he was shut. 
Inhere leaving them in Hockley i'th'hole, 
heir bangs and durance to condole, 
'onfin'd and conjured into narfow 1005 

Qchanted mansion to know sorrow ; 
n the same order and array 
'^ich they advanc'd^ they marched away. 
ut Hudibras, who scorn'd to stoop 
fortune, or be said to droop ; 1010 

hear'd up himself with ends of verse, 
nd sa3rings of philosophers. 
Quoth he, Th* one half of man, his mind, 
I, sui juris, unconfin'd, 

nd cannot be laid by the heels, 1015 

Thate'er the other moiety feels. 
Tis not restraint or liberty, 
hat makes men prisoners or free ; 
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But perturbations that possess 
The mind, or mquomimitiet. 

But I shall take a fit occasion 1577 

T'evince thee by ratiocination, 
Some other time in place more proper 
Than this w* are in ; therefore Iet*s stop here, 
And rest our weary'd bones a while, q I38I 
Already tir'd with other toil. 






Cv. . - 



■ - ^\, 



* 
V 



■>.^ : • .' 



•N *- 



•; :V 






.1 v.. 



PART THE SJBCOND. 
CANTO L 

TBB ARGUMENT. 

The knigfat, by daam^Ie magiciaii. 
Being cast illegally in prison : 
Love brings hb action on the case. 
And lays it upon Hudibras. 
How he receives the lady's visit. 
And cunningly solicits his suit. 
Which she defers ; yet, on parole. 
Redeems him from th'inchanted hole. 

But now, t* observe romantic method^ 

Let bloody steel a while be sheathed ; 

And all those harsh and rugged sounds 

Of bastinadoes, cuts, and wounds, 

ExchangM to Love's more gentle style« 6 

To let our reader breathe a while : 

Have we forgot in what sad plight 3 1 

We whilom left the captiv'd knight, ^ 
And pendive squire, both bruised in body. 
And conjur'd into safe custody ? 
Tir'd with dispute, and speaking Latin, 85 
As well as bastings and bear-baitings 
And desperate of any course. 
To free himself by wit or force ; 
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His only solace was, that now 
His dog-bolt fortune was so low. 
That either it must quickly end, 
Orjurn about again, and mend ; 
In which he found th' event, no less. 
Than other times, beside his ^uess.. 

Tl\ere is a tall Itmg^stded cldmervi^: ri '^ 45 
(But wondrous light J ycleped Fame^- 
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46. Figure 2S gives a view of Fame, as she appears in 
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That like a thin cameieon hostdi 

Herself on aif , and ^ats her words : 

Upon her shoulders wings she wears 

Like hanging sleeves^ lin*d through with earsy&O 

And eyes^ and tongues^ as poets list, 

Made good by deep mytholdgist. 

With these she through the wdkin fiiei^ 

And sometimes carries truth, oft iieiS ; 

• 

Two trumpets she does sound at once, 69 

But both of clean contrary tone^ ; 

And therefore vulgar authors name 75 

The on^ go^d^ € other evil fame. 

This tattling gossip knew too well^ 
What mischief Hudibras befel ; 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 
Of altj to th* unkind widow's ears. SO 

Democritus ne'er laligh'd so loud, 
To see b4uds ear ted through the croud ^ 



oag light, with her wings and trampets^ on the sotbth 
le of the mooD, but facing the norths and her head to« 
irds the right of the north. Her mythological character 
8 a reference to the tides, the Varied appearances of 
lieh are connected with the changes of the moon, tb# 
bject of the Poem ; and are the bearers of news from all 
Its of the work}. 
tOL. 1. I 
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Ot funerals with stately pomp^ 

March slowly on in solemn dump. 

As she laughed out, until her back, &5 

As, well as sides, was like to crack. ^ 

She vow'd she would go see the sights 

And visit the distressed knight ; 

To do the office of a neighbour, ^^ 

And be a gossip at his labour ; .90 

And yrom his wooden jail, the stocks. 

To set af large his fetter-locks. 

And by exchange, parole, or ransom, 

To free him from th*^ inchanted mansion. 

This b'ing resolved she call'd for hood 9^ 

And te^A^r, Implements abroad 

Which ladies wear, besides a slender 

Young waiting damsel to attend her. 

All which appearing, on she went^ 

To find the knight in limbo pent. 100 

And "tivas not long before she found 

Him, and his stout squire, in the pound; 

Both Coupled in inchanted tether. 

By farther leg behind together: 

90* The prototype of the widow, above drawD in fig* 
2Sy is situate near the shears or midwife's forceps^ above 
also drawn in fig. 11. 

98. In fig. 26 is seen the widow's waiting-damsel, as 
situate in the moon> (the north being placed on the left 
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For as he sat upon his rump, lOj 

His head like one in doleful dump. 

Between his knees, his hands apply'd 

Unto his ears on either side : 

And by him in another hole, 

Aflicted Ralpho, cheek by joul i 1 10 

She came upon htm in his wooden 

Magician's circle, on the sudden. 

As spirits do t' a conjurer. 

When in their dreadful shapes th* appear. 

No sooner did the knight perceive her, 115 
But straight he fell into a fever, 

ind,) just at her side; her bead coming undpr Hudibraa'a 
ID, and ber bod;, in streaks of light, crossing bis sboul- 
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Inflanid all over with disgrace, /f^ 

To be seen by her in such a place ; ■ , . - 
Which made him hang his head^ and wiot^lsA 
And wink^ and goggle like an owL ^ ^ ^tSfiO 
He felt Am brains begin to swim^ vi ^iA* 

.When thus the dame accosted him* ; y}^\ 

This place, quoth she, they ssqt's iii(^a^($l, 
And with delinquent spirits haunted^ -: c ;;g 
That here are ty^d in chains^ and 9€omg'4^ 1^^ 
Until their guilty crimes be purg'd.: , :x) I 
Look, there are two of them appear^' . y-v 
Like persons I have seen somewhere* / r '-j^ 
Some have mistaken blocks and postsr : r r; 
For spectres, apparitions, ghosts, . ; , j r;I30 
With saucer-eyes and horns : and some// ^^r 
tlave heard the devil beat a drum : . ^■:r&- 
But if our eyes are not false glasses ^ jC^ 
That give a wrong account of faces ; ;] 'T 
That beairl and I sfiould be acquainted^ ^ 135 
Before 'twas conjured and inchanted ; -jri 
For though it be disfigured somewhaiy -^.f 
As if*t had lately been in combat^ - ^ 

It did belong t' a worthy knight. 
However this goblin is come by^t. 140 

When Hudibras the lady heard. 
Discoursing thus upon his beard, - 

And speak with such respect and honour. 
Both of the beard, and the beard's owner ; 
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He thought it hM to $it4X gidli 
A face upon it d$ fu t§u*4^ ' • 
And thus he 8poifej& s h^A% joxkt bright 
And radiant 4y^&^ in the tight; 
Th^ beard* ^ th^tdehiic hedrd yoii knew^ 
The 9ame m^rkirititUy true : 
^Ndr is^ it Wdm by fiend or elf, 
B«it ito f^f^ri^tor himself. 
' ' d heavens 1 quoth she, can that be triie ? 
I do begin^to fear *tis you ; 
Not by y<Wr individual whi^kets^ 
But by your dialect and discoiHise, 
That never spoke to man or beast 
In notions vulgarfy exprest. 
But what ^ialignant star, alas ! 
Has brought yoti both to this sad pass ; 

Quoth he, The f(»rtune of the war, 
"Which I am less afflicted f<H*, 
Than to be se^i with beard and face 
By you in such a homely case. 

Quoth she, Those need not' be asham'd l€6 
For being honourably maimfd ; 
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150. Just bj^tow, or in front of Hpdibras's beard^ 
may be seen characters which may be easily fancied to 
resemble the Arabic figures of the numbers $, 9> 6j 9> 4^ d> 
1, orO. - ; . ; _ 
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If he that is in battle conquered, 

Have any title to his own beard, 

Though yours be sorely lugged and tarfh 

It does your visage more adorn, 170 

Than if twere prun'd,and starchM, and landed' d, 

And cut square by the Russian standard. 

A torn beard's like a tattered ensign, 

That's bravest which there are most rents in. 

That petticoat about your shoulders 17^ 

Does not so well become a soldier's ; 

And I'm afraid they are worse handled; 

Although i' th' rear, your beard the van led : 

And those uneasy bruises maki^ 

My heart for company to ake, 180 

To see so worshipful a friend 

r th^ pillory set, at the wrong end. ^ 

Quoth Hudibras, This thing call'd pain 

Is (as the learned Stoics maintaiq) 

Not h^id simpliciter, nor good ; ■ ISi 

But merely as 'tis understood. 

Sense is deceitful, and may feign, 

As well in couijitejrfeiting pain 

As other gross phaenomena's, 

In which it oft mistakes the case, 190 

Quoth she, I grant it is in vain 211 

For one that's basted, to feel pain, 
Because the pangs his bones endure, 
Contribute nothing to the cure: 
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Yet honour hurt is wont to rage - 215 

With pain no medicine can asswage. 

Quoth he, That honour's very squeamish, 
That takes a basting for a blemish ; 
For what's more hon'rable than scars, 
Or skin to tatters rent in wars ? 220 

Some have been beaten till they know 
What wood a cudgel's of by th' blow : 
Some kick'd, until they can feel whether 
A shoe be Spanish or neat's leather ; 
And yet have met^ after long runnings 
With some whom they have taught that cunnhi^^ 
The farthest way about f o\rcome^ 
r tK end does prove the nearest home ; 

And though Vm now in durance fast^ 255 

By our own party basely cast. 

Ransom, exchange^ parole refus'd, 

And worse than by the enemy us'd; 

In close catasta shut^ past hope 

Of wit, or, valour, to elope : 260 

As beards, the nearer that they tend 

To th' earth, still grow more reverend ; 

A.nd cannons shoot the higher pitches. 

The lower we let down their breeches : 

Fll make this low dejected fate 265 

Advance me to a greater height. 

Quoth she, Y' have almost made m* in love 
With that which did my pity move. 
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Great wits an4 vglours, like ffMa^t litttefe, 
Do sometimes sink with thfir oum W€igki$: S7Q 
Th' extreipes of glory and of sh^oil^f ^ .\ 
Like east and west becoine the aaaig.; ; 
No Indii^n pripce ha^ to his pdlw^ . r 
More foirwers th^n a thi^f to th* gtUlo^f.' 
But if a beating s^em le^p l^x^V^^ . . ^ 275 

What glories mustl; a tphipping h^ye ? \\ 
Such gre^it aphieyemeiite qdinnp\Mi . ; 
To cast salt on a \yoraa;i'^ tail : 
For if 1 thought your natural tsl^nt , / 
Of passive courage \yer^ sq gallj^tj ,. ; 280 
As you str^,in hard tp hav^ it thought, \ 
/ could gr^pfp amarpu^^ flfi4 dptfi, \.t! . 

When Hudibras this language heard, .\v 
He pricked up^s ears^ and strojcd his beam: 
Thought h?, this is the lucky hQur^ ,,v* 285 
Wines work when vines are in the Aim^ta 
This crisis ifcheh TU ^t my rest on, 

And put her boldly to the question^ . i 

"» 

- ^ 282. This ^e/Ai¥d Vme eg», ibpjr refer tb *e spk^es in 

the moon wh&h malre op Wat Wdieiildf tias^^idctw aiiUl the 

knight, bei-og so clofedjjr ikjterrorie«dW nmted tcq^t^ei. 

.^6'- JT-hfi- wheals or inarka ittJight ^Hf^^ii^?^ *o^y 

^ have a great reseml^Ie^nce tp the k^ves, ^^4 tieudrite of » 

>ine^Ja^4 ar^ freqvenfjy ^Hude^. (9 ^Ipi^. tb^j||Ofii jwu^fr that 
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Mkdam, "What you, would pe^m to doubt, 
' Shklt be to all the world ni(id€ out ; 890 

Hoic rv£ beefi drubb'd^ ^nd with what spitit 
And magi)ianimity I bear it ; 
And if you doubt it t6 be true, , J 

r iVstake myself down against you : 
And if I fail in love or trOtfa> * 1295 

Be you the mnner^ and take both. 

Quoth she, I've heard old cunnii^g stagers 
Say, fools for arguments use wagers ; 
And though I praised your valour, yet 
1 did not mean to baulk your ipi7 ; SOO 

Whith if you hdve^ you must needs know 
What 1 have told you before now, 
And you V experiment have provd^ 
I cannot love where I*m beloved. 

Quoth Hudibras, 'Tis a caprich, 3(M 

Beyond th' infliction of a witch ; 
So cheats to play with those still aim, 
That do not understand the game. 
Love in your heart as idly bums^ 
Asjire in antique Roman urns, .. 310 

To warm the dead, and vainly light 
Those only that see iwthing blfft. 
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' 3*10. On comparing the drawing of the widdw (fig. 23 
'tote)'with her^ prototype in the mooB> and adding to the 
latter the top of the bour-giatt %^ her Mf^^ for a haiidle^ 
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Have you not pow'r to entertain. 

And render love for love again ; 

As no man can draw in his breath S\5 

At once, and force out air beneath ? 

Or do you love yourself so much. 

To bear all rivals else a grutch ? 

What fate can lay a greater curse 

Than you upon yourself would force ? 890 

For wedlock without love, some say, ' 

Is but a lock without a key. 

and the laurel-branch on Hudibras's face for,fi spout^^her 
likeness to an antique Roman urn^ as drawn in fig*. 27; 
will be very manifest. 

Fig. 27. 
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It is a kind of Tape to ^marry - 

One that neglects, or cares not for ye : 

For what does make it ravishment, . 325 

But b'ing against the mind's consent ? 

A rape that is the more inhuman. 

For being acted by a woman. 

Why are you -fair, but to entice us 

To love you, that you may despise us ? 330 

But though you cannot love, you say^ 

Out of your own fanatic way, 

W J i y shou l d yoUr not ut least allow. 

Those that love you to do so too ? 

For as you fly me, and pursue 3S5 

Love more averse, so I do you ; 

And am hy your own doctrine taught 

To practise what you call a fault. . 

Quoth she, If what you say is true, 
You must fly me as I do you; 340 

But *tis not .what we do, but say. 
In love and preaching, that must sway. 

Quoth he. To hid me not to love. 
Is to forbid my pulse to move. 
My beard to grow, my ears to prick up, 345 
Or, when I^m in a fit, to hickup : 
Command mie to p— out the moon, 
And 'twill as easily be done. 
Love's pow'r's too great to be withstood 
By feeble human flesh .and blood.^ 350 
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Quoth she, I graftt you f^ay be eloee 439 
In hiding wfcet your aims propose? ^ • ' 
Love-passions are like parables. 
By which men still ^nean^ something else : 
Though love be all the world's pretenoe^ ' 
Money s the myih^logic tense^ 
The real substance of th4 shadow ^ '44i 

Which all address and eoUrtsfiip^s ili&d^*t^}^' 

Thought he; I understand yoijr play,'- 
And how to quit you your own way : , 

He that will win his dame, munt do ''•-^ 

As love does, when he bends hkj bow^ \^ '^ *50 
With one hand thfust the lady/raM^' '"^ ^ \ 
And with the other puU her homey. 
I grant, quoth tie, wealth is a gr»:t *^ 

Provocative to am'po^ls lieat ; ''^^^ 

It is all philtres, and high di(9t, ' " • 'A55 
That makes love mmpant, and to' fly iwit : '^'^ 
*Tis beauty 4^hy9 in thejloix^^ ' ' * ^ 

That iuds Ohdilo^oms <UfouhMre .* ^ 1 
*TisHhai iy which^e Sim afiii niM^'^ ^^. ^^ ; 
At theif own weapm^ iare oirfrfftter/'^^'* \^^ 460 

That mahes knighh etrcmifdU inirim^^i '^ 
And lay aboirt th«rar 4h rdmimoes: '^'^^- ^- _ 
'Tis virtue, Wft; atifl worth, aiidafl ^^^^^^^^ 
That men divine^itd ^acred:^aH t ^ "^ ^ ;^ '' 
For what is worth in any thing;' .i:i>:: r^ " Jt65 
But so much mi*^y ai^^l:i*^il^ bn^ ^^' 
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^ Qt what but riches is there known, 
Which man can solely call his own ; 
In which no creature goes his ba]f, 
Unless it be to. squint and laugh P ^0 

I do confess, with goods and land, 
rd have a wife at second hand ; 

, jAind such you are : nor is't your person 

. My MomacKs set so sharp and fierce on ; 
But 'tis (your better part) your riches^ 47^3 
That my etwrnourd heart bewitches ; 
Let me your fortune but possess, 

-.And seXX\Q your person how you please, 
Or make it o*er in trust to th* devils 
You'll find me reasonable and civil. 480 

Quoth she, I like this plainness better 
Than false mock-passion, speech, or letter,. 

. Qr any feat of qualm or swooning, , 

But hanging of yourself ^ or drowning : 
Your only way with me to break 48*3 

Your mind, is breaking of your neck : 
%v as when merchants break, o'erthrowa 

Xikc nine-pins, they strike others down; 
So that would break my Heart, which done^ 
My tempting fortune is your own. 490 

These are but trifles : ev'ry lover 
Will damn himself, over and over, 
.And greater matters undertake 
For a less worthy mistress* sake : 
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Yet they're the only ways to prove 495 

Th' unfeign'd realities of love ; 
For he that hangs^ or beats oui's brains^ 
The devil's in him if he feigns. 

Quoth Hudibras, This way's too rough 
For mere experiment and proof; 500 

It is no jesting, trivial matter, 
To swing i^ tK air^ or douce in water, 
And, like a water*witch, try love ; 
That's to destroy, and not to prove, 

• 

Quoth she, I should be loth to run 5S1 

Myself all th' hazard, and you none ; 
Which must be done, unless some deed 
Of yours aforesaid do precede: 
Give but yourself owe gentle swing 5li6 

For trial, and 7'// cut the string; 
Or give that reverend head a matl. 
Or two, or three, against a wall; 
To shew you are a man of mettle. 
And I'll engage ihys^ to settle. 530 

Quoth he. My head's not made of brass, . 
As Friar Bacon's noddle was; 
Nor (like the Indian's scull) so tough. 
That, authors say, 'twas musket-proof; 
As it had neeff to T)e, to enter 6i6 

As yet on any new adventure : 
You see what bangs it has endured. 
That would, before new feats, be cur'd. 
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But if that's all you stand upon, 

Here strike me luck, it shall be done. 540 

Quoth she, The matter's not so far gone 
As you suppose ; two words t' a bargain ; 
That may be done, and time enough, 
When you have given downright proof: 
And yet 'tis no fantastic pique 545 

I have to love, nor coy dislike ; 
'Tis no implicit, nice aversion 
T' your conversation, mien^ or person; 
But a just fear, lest you should prove 
False and perfidious in love: 550 

For if I thought you could be true, 
I could love twice as much as you. 

Quoth he. My faith as adamantine^ 
As chains of destiny^ Til maintain; 
True as Apollo ever spoke, 555 

Or oracle from heart of oak: 
And if you'll give my flame but vent, 
Now in close hugger-mugger pent. 
And shine upon me hut benignly. 
With that one, and that other pigsney, 560 

The sun and day shall sooner part. 
Than love or you shake off my heart ; 

550. The moon may be deemed false, as having no 
^rue image of her own, but only, like a mirror, reflecting 
that of the sun; on which observe the lines that follow 560. 
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The sufiy thai shall no more dispense 

His own^ but ymtr bright in/luenee, 

ril carve your name 4n barks of trees 665 

With true love-knots and Nourishes ; 

That shall infase eternal springy 

And everlasting flourishing ; 

Drink evry letter ont in dtunt, 

And make it brisk champaign become. 570 

Where-e^er you tread ^ your foot s/utll set 

The primrose and the violet ; 

All spices, perfumes, and sweet powdam, 

Shall borrow from yout breath their odours : 

Nature her charter shall renew, 3t5 

And take all lives of things from you ; 

The world depend upon your eye^ 

And when you frown upon it, die : 

Only our love shall still survive, 

New worlds, and natures to outlive ; 580 

^nd like to heralds* moons^ remain 

All crescefUSy without change or wane. 

Hold, hold, quoth she, no more of this, 
Sir Knight, you take your aim amiss^ 
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565. The characters pointed out in the note on line 150 
above^ as resembirng the Arabic figures, maybe assimi- 
lated ^io to letters of the alphabet. 

575. This and the neighbouring lines have relation to 
tli#4ides. ' 
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For you will find it a hard chapture 585 

To catch me with poetic rapture. 

In which your mastery of art 

Doth shew itself, and not your heart : 

Nor will you raise in mine^ Combustumy 

By dint of high heroic fustian. 590 

She that with poetry is won, 

Is but a desk to write upon ; 

And what men say of her, they mean 

No more than on the thing they lean. 

Some with Arabian spices strive 595 

T* embalm her cnielly alive ; 

Or season her, as French cooks use 

Their haut-gous, bouillies, or ragous ; 

Use her so barbarously ill, 

To grind her lips upon a mill, 600 

Until the facet doublet doth 

Fit their rhymes rather than her mouth ; 

Her mouth. compared f an oyster's, vcith 

A row of pearl in*t stead of teeth. 

Others make posies of her cheeks, 60S 

Where red and whitest colours mix ; 

In which the lily and the rose 

For Indian lake, and ceruse goes. 

The sun and moon by her bright eyes 

Eclipsed and darkened in the skies, 6 10 

Are but black patches, that she wears 

Cut into suns, and moons, and stars ; 

VOL. I. K 
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By whick astrologers, as well 

As those in heav'n above can tell 

What strange events they do foreshow 615 

Unto her under-world below ^ 

I rather hop'd, I should no more 643 

Hear from you o^ th' gallanting score : 

For hard dry-basfings us'd to prove 645 

The readiest remedies of love, 

Next a dry-diet : but if those fail, 

Yet this uneasy loop-hold jail, 

In which y are hampered by the fetlock^ 

Cannot but put y' in mind of wedlock, 650 

But if no dread can cool your courage, 659 
From venturing on that dragon, marriage ; 
Yet give me quarter^ and advance 
To nobler aims your puissance : 
Level at beauty, and at wit ; 
The fairest mark is easiest hit. 

Quoth Hudibras, I'm beforehand 665 

In that already, with your command ; 
For where does beauty and high wit 
But in your constellation meet ? 

Quoth she, What does a match imply. 
But likeness and equality ? &J^ 

I know you cailnot think me fit 
To be th^ yoke-fellow of your wit : 
Nor take one of so mean deserts. 
To be the partner of your parts ; 
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A grace, which if I could believe, 675 

I've not the conscience to receive. 

That conscience, quoth Hudibras:, 
Is misinformed ; TU state the case : 
A man may be a legal donor 
Of any thing whereof he's owner ; 680 

And may confer it where he list&, 
r th' judgment of all casuists : 
Then wit and parts^ and valour may 
Be alienate, and made away^ 
By those that are proprietors ; 685 

As I may give or sell my horse* 

Quoch she, I grant the case is true^ 
And proper 'twixt your horse and you ; 
But whether I may take, as well 
As you may give away, or sell ? 690 

Buyers you know are bid beware ; 
And worse than thieves receivers are. 
How shall I answer hue and ciy, 
For a roan gelding twelve hands highj 
All spurred and switch' dj a lock on*s hoo/j 695 
A sorrel mane / Can I bring proof, 
Where, when, by whom, and what y' were 

sold for^ 
And in the open market toU'd for } 
Or should I take you for a stray ^ 
You must be kept a year and day, 700 

K 2 
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(Ere I can own you), here V th* pound. 
Where, tfy are sought, you may be found: 
And in the mean time I must pay 
For all your provender and hay. 

Quoth he, It stands me much upon 705 
T* enervate this objection, 
And prove myself, by topic clear, 
No gelding as you would infer. 
Loss of virility's averred 
To be the cause of loss of beard, 710 

Look 071 this beard, and tell me whether 719 
Eunuchs wear such, or geldings either ? 
Next it appears I am no horse. 
That / can argue and discourse ; 
Have but two legs, and rie*er a tail. 

Quoth she. That nothing will avail; 
For some philosophers of late here 7^5 

Write, men have four legs by nature, 
And that 'tis custom makes them go 
Erroneously upon but two ; 
As 'twas in Germany made good 
B' a boy that lost himself in a wood, 730 

And growing down t' a man, was wont 
With wolves upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reasons drawn from tails, 
We cannot say they're true or false. 
Till you explain yourself, and show 73i 

B' experiment, *tis so or no. 
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Quoth he, If you'll join issue on't, 
rU give you satisfactory account; 
So you will promise, if you lose. 
To settle all, and be my spouse. 740 

That never shall be done, quoth she, 
To one that wants a tail, by me : 
For tails by nature sure were meant, 
As well as beards, for ornament : 
And though the vulgar count them homely, 745 
In man or beast they are so comely, 
So gentee, alamode, and handsome, 
rU never marry man that wants one : 
And till you can demonstrate plain, 
You have one equal to your mane, 740 

V\l be torn piece-meal by a horse. 
Ere I'll take you for better or worse. 

Quoth he. What nature can afford 769 

I shall produce, upon my word ; 
And if she ever gave that boon 
To man, Til prove that I have one ; 
I mean, by postulate illation. 
When you shall offer just occasion. 
But Bince y' have yet deny'd to give 765 

My heart, your prisoner, a reprieve, 
But made it sink down to my heel. 
Let that at least your pity feel ; 
And for the sufferings of your martyr, 
Give its poor entertainer quarter; 770 
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And by discharge, or main-prusc, grant || 

Delivery from this base restraint. 

Quoth she, / grieve to see your leg 

Stuck in a hole here like a peg; 

And if I knew which way to do*t, 775 

(Your honour safe), Td let you out. 

But Uis a service must he done ye^ 797 

With solemn previous ceremony ; 

Which always has been us*d t' untie 

The charms of thos^ who here do lie : 800 

For as the ancients heretofore 

To Honour* s temple had no door, 

But that which thorough Virtue's lay ; 

So from this dungeon there's no way 

To honoured freedom, but by passing 805 

That other virtuous school of lashings 

Where knights are kept in narrow lists. 

With wooden lockets 'bout their wrists. 

In which they for a while are tenants. 

And for their ladies suffer penance : 810 

Whippings that's Virtue's governess, 

Tu tress of arts and sciences ; 

611. The manner in ^hich ihe poet so repeatedly 
dilates on the subject of whipping, may lead to a suspicion 
that something more is meant thereby than appears at first 
sight: there is very good foundation for such a suspicion; 
but the circumstance alluded to is connected with tb€ 
physical matters, which, as I have above stated, are reserved 
for another Qccasion. 
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mends the gross mistakes of nature, 

puts new life into dull matter ; 

lays foundation for renown, 815 

all the honours of the gown. 

suffered, they are set at large, 

freed with honourable discharge : 

if you'll venture, for my sake, 695 

Y the toughness of your back, 
^nff^ (^ the rest have done) 
tying of a whipping on ; 
may you prosper in your suit, 
)U with equal vigour do*t,) ^30 

5 engage myself to loose ye, 
ree your heels from caperdewsie. 
ince our sex's modesty 
lot allow I should be by, 
me, on oath, a fair account, 835 

lonour too, when you have don't ; 
'11 admit you to the place 
laim as due in my good grace, 
rimony and hanging go 
st'ny, why not whippii^ too ? 840 

wear you will perform^ and then 893 

t you from iK inchanted deny 

he magician* e circle^ clear. 895 

)th he, I do profess and swear, 

all perform what you injoin, 

y I never see you mine. 
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Afheiii iju6th ahe^ then twn*d ahoutj 
And bid her 9quire let him otif. $00 

But ere an artist could be found 
T'undo the charms, another bound, 
The sun grew low^ and left the skies. 
Put down, some write, by ladies eyes ; 
The moonpuird off her veil of lights 90^ 

That hides her face by day from sights 
(Mysterious veil^ of brightness made^ 
Thafs both her lustre and her shade^J 
And in the lanthom of the nighty 
With shining horns hung out her light; 910 
For darkness is the proper sphere. 
Where ^W. false glories use t' appear. 
The twinkling stars began to muster, 
And glitter with their borrowed lustre ; 
While sleep the weary' d world relieved, 915 
By counterfeiting death revived. 
His whipping penance till the morn, 
Our votary thought it best t' adjourn, 
And not to carry on a work 
Of such importance in the dark, 920 

With erring haste, but rather stay, 
And do't in iV open face 6f day ; 
And, in the tii^n timej go in qtest 
Of next retreat to take his rest. 



CANTO II. 



THE ARGUMENT. 



The knight and squire in hot dispute^ 
Within an bcc of falling out, 
Are parted with a sudden fright 
Of strange alarm, and stranger sight; 
With which adventuring to stickle. 
They're sent away iu nasty pickle. 

The sun had long since, in the lap S9 

Of Thetis, taken out his nap, 
And like a lobster boil'd, the morn 
From black to red began to turn ; 
When Hudibras, whom thoughts and aking, 
'Twixt sleeping kept all night, and waking, 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes^ 35 

And from his couch prepared to rise. 
Resolving to dispatch the deed 
He vow'd to do, with trusty speed. 
But first, with knocking loud, and bawling, 
He rous'd the squire^ in truckle lollif^ : 40 
And, after many circumstances. 
Which vulgar authors in romances 
Do use to spend their time and wits on, 
To make impertinent description, 
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They got, with much ado, to horse, 45 

And to the castle bent their course. 

In which he to the dame before 

To suffer whipping duly swore: 

Where now arrived, and half unharnest, 

To carry on the work, in earnest, 50 

He stopp'd, and paus'd upon the sudden, 

And with a serious forehead plodding^ 

Sprung a new scruple in his head. 

Which first he scratched, and after said : 

Whether it be direct infi-inging 55 

An oath, if I should wave this swinging. 
And what Tve sworn to bear, forbear. 
And so b* equivocation swear ; 
Or whether' t be a lesser sin 
To be forsworn, than act the thing, 60 

Are deep and subtil points, which must, 
T' inform my conscience, be discust ; 
In which to err a tittle, may 
To errors infinite make way : 
And therefore I desire to know 65 

Thy judgment, ere we farther go. 

Quoth Ralpho, Since you do injoin't, 
I shall enlarge upon the point ; 



64, 65, These lines refer to the moon, under the idea 
of Iier being, as censidered by the ancients, a planet. 
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nd for my own part, do not doubt 

1* affirmative may be made out. 70 

it first, to state the case aright, 

>T best advantage of our light ; 

id thus 'tis : Whether' t be a sin 

) claw and curry your own skin, 

•eater, or less, than to forbear, 75 

id that you are forsworn, forswear. 

it first, o* th' first: the inward man, 

id outward, like a clan and clan, 

ive always been at daggers-drawing, 

id one another clapper-clawing : 80 

)t that they really cuff, or fence, 

it in a spiritual mystic sense ; 

hich to mistake, and make 'em squabble, 

literal fray's abominable : 

lis therefore may be justly reckon' d 101 

heinous sin. Now to the second, 

lat saints may claim a dispensation 

» swear and forswear, on occasion, 

loubt not, but it will appear 105 

Ith pregnant light. The point is clear. 



. The long tirades upon oath contained in this canto, 
[1 other parts of the Poem, have relation, as well as 
bject mentioned in the concluding note on the first 
of this second part, to matters which I reserve. 
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Oaths are but words, and words but wind ; 

Too feeble implements to bind ; 

And hold with deeds proportion, so 

As shadows to a substance do. 110 

Is't not ridiculous and nonsense, 247 

A saint should be a slave to conscience ? 

That ought to be above such fancies, 

As far as above ordinances. S50 

She^s of the wicked^ as I guess, 

B*her looksy her language^ and her dress : 

And though, like constables, we search 

For false wares one another's church : 

Yet all of us hold this for true, 955 

No faith is to the wicked due ; 

For truth is precious and divine, 

Too rich a pearl for carnal swine. 

Quoth Hudibras, All this is true, 
Yet 'tis not fit that all men knew S60 

Those mysteries and revelations ; 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtil turns and shifts of sense. 
Serve best with th' wicked for pretence, 
Such as the learned Jesuits use, 965 

And Presbyterians, for excuse 



251. The omitted lines just preceding these^ woald 
shew that Ralph is speaking of the widow. 
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Against the Protestants, when th' happen , 
To find their churches taken napping: 

If oaths c?in do a man no good 373 

In his own business, why they shou'd 
In other matters do him hurt, 375 

I think there's little reason for't. 

These reasons may perhaps look oddly 381 
To th* wicked, though th' evince the godly ; 
But if they will not serve to clear 
My honour, I am ne*er the near. 
Honour is like that glassy bubble^ 335 

Thatjinds philosophers such trouble^ 
Whose least part crack' d, the whole deed ifly, 
And wits are cracked to find out why. 

Quoth Ralphoy Honour's but a word 
To swear by, only in a lord : 390 

In other men 'tis but a huff, 
To vapour with, instead of proof ; 
That, like a wen, looks big and swells. 
Is senseless, and just nothing else. 

Let it, quoth he, be what it will, 395 

It has the world's opinion still. 
But as men are not wise that run 
The slightest hazard they may shun ; 
There may a medium be found put 
To clear to all the world the doubt ; 400 
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And that is, if a man may do't, 
By proxy whipt, or substitute. 

Though nice and dark the point appear, 
Quoth Ralphs it may hold up, and clear. 
That sinners may supply the place 405 

Of suff'ring saints, is a plain case. 

Then wherefore may not you be skippM, 437 
And in your room another whippM ? 
For all philosophers, but the sceptic, 
Hold whipping may be sympathetic. 440 

It is enough, quoth Hudibras, 
Thou hast resolv'd and clear' d the case; 
And canst, in conscience, not refuse, 
From thy own doctrine, to raise use : 
I know thou wilt not, for my sake, 445 

Be tender-conscienc'd of thy back : 
Then strip thee of thy carnal jerkin^ 
And give thy outward fellow aferkin; 
For when thy vessel is new hoop^d^ 
All leaks of sinning will be stopped. 450 

Quoth Ralpho^ You mistake the matter : 
For in all scruples of this nature. 
No man includes himself, nor turns 
The point upon his own concerns. 

And though all cry down self, none means 459 
His ownself in a literal sense : 
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But in this case it is profane, 467 

And sinful too, because in vain: 

For we must take our oaths upon it 

You did the deed, when I have done it. 470 

Quoth Hudibras, That's answer'd soon : 
Give us the whip^ we^ll lay it on. 

Quoth Ralpho, That we may swear true, 
'Twere properer that I whipped you: 
For when with your consent 'tis done, 475 
The act is really your own. 

Quoth Hudibras, it is in vain, 
I see, to argue 'gainst the grain ; 
Or, like the stars ^ incline men to 
What they're averse themselves to do : 480 
For when disputes are weary'd out, 
'Tis int'rest still resolves the doubt : 
But since no reason can confute yie, 
I'll try to force ye to your duty ; 
For so it is, howe'er you mince it, 485 

As ere we part I shall evince it ; 
And curry, if you stand out, whether 
You will or no, your stubborn leather. 



172 and 474. If the blade of Hudibras's basket-hilled 
Drd be taken for the handle, and different rays of the 
r-like (479) explosion of light over hishead^ for diflferent 
mgs of a whip (situate as those objects are, referably to 
idibras himself and Ralpho in the moon), it will be seen 
I? happily the poet has managed this subject. 
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Canst thou refuse to bear thy part 

1* th' public work, base as thou art ? 490 

To higgle thus, for a few blows, 

To gain thy knight an op' lent spouse : 

Wht^e wealth his bowels yearn to purchase^ 

Merely for th* interest of the churches ? 

And when he has it in his claws, 495 

Will not be hide-bound to th^ causey 

Nor shalt. thou find him a curmudgin, 

If thou dispatch it without grudging : 

If not, resolve before we go, 

That you and I must pull a crow. 500 

Y' had best, quoth Ralpho, as the ancients 
Say wisely, Have a care o' th' main chance, 
And look before you ere you leap ; 
For as you sow, y' are like to reap : 
And were y' a$ good as George a Green, 405 
/ shall make bold to turn agen : 
Nor am I doubtful of the issue 
In a just quarrel and mine is so. 

At this the knight grew high in chafe, 541 
And staring furiously on Ralph j 
He trembled^ and looked pale with ire^ 
lAke ashes first then red with fire* 
Hav6 I, quoth he, been ta'en in fight, 545 

And ybr so many nidons lain by't ? 

Now to be baffled by a scoundrel, 553 

An upstart sectary, and a mungrel ; 
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StLcn as breed out of peccant hufhours 655 

Of our own church, like wens^ or tumour^i 

And like a maggot in a sore, ' 

Would that which g^ve it life devOUf ; 

It never shall be done or^aid. 

With that he siez*d upon his blade ; 560 

And Ralpho too, as quick and bold^ 

Upon his basket-hilt laid hold. 

With equal readiness prepared 

To draw and stand upon his guard : 

When both were parted on a sudden, 565 

With hideous clamour, and a loud one^ 

As if all sorts of noise had been 

Contracted into one loud din^ 

Or that some member to be chosen. 

Had got the odds above a thousand, SJO 

And, by the greatness of his noise, . 

ProvM fittest for his country's choice. . 

This strange surprisal put the knight 

And wrathful squire into a fright: 

And though they stood prepar'd, with £BitaI^7^ 

Impetuous rancour, to join battle; 

Both thought it was the wisest course : \ 

To wave the fight, and ^nount to horse; . 

f • ■ * 

* " ' ' ■ ■ ■ ' »■ I II I II II iliy»4a<p— ^,» 

4S67. 1 his has relation to the origin of tlie ppeticaLno- 
m of the music of the spheres, a notion which, stripped 
its poetical dress, is perfectly capable of a satisfactory 
iplanation. 

VOL, I. L 
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And to secure, b}f swtft retreating^ 
Themselves from danger of worse beating* 6S0 
Yet neither of them would disparage, 
. JBy uttering of hb mind, his courage ; 
Which made 'em itoutly keep their gr9mndj 
With honor aad disdain wind^-bound* « 

And now the cause of ail their fear ^ ^ii5 
By slow degrees approach' d s6 nealtj 
""They might distinguish diffrent noise 
Of horns J and pam^ and dogi^ and brnfe^ 
And kettU'^drumi^ whose sullen dub 
Soundsiikd th^ hooping of a tub* > 190 

But when the si^ht appeared in view, 
They found it was an antic shew ; 
A triumph, that^ fdt pomp and statte^ 
Did proudest Romans emulate : 
For as the aldermen of Rtuae, i9i 

Their foes at training overcome, 
And not enlarging tetritofy^ 
(As some mistaken write in story,) 
Bbttig mounted in tiaeir best army, 
Upon a car, and who but they ; 5*^ 

And foUow'd with a world of tall ladls 
That merry ditties troll' d^ and balkdbs^ 
Bid ride with many a good-morrow, 
Ctyitt^, Hey for our town, through the borough; 
So when this triumph drew so nigh, ^^ 

They might particulars descry, 



t * »* ♦ ^ 
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They never.wnr two thiagi 00 pat, 
In all respectet w thi^ aod that. 
First, he that led th^ cavalcate^ 
Wore a 8aW''geld^$JlageUat0f 
On which he U^w as etrong a lw#t, 
As well-fee' d lawyer ^n his brwuU9 ; 
When over tmt afwthers heads 
They charge^ three ranks at imcf , 



$10 



S^449* 



609. Figure £6 gives i\ view of the first personage of 
e procession, wbose ptxitutype maybe teen (irtbt smith 
le of the moon be placed upparmo^t) e\Q»9 to tbe>wif^ia 
ihe left haod^ snd eompoaad oi \ht palar ahatdowa of lhe 



>on. 



jR^. 28. 
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614. The three ranks of Swedes (whose hearts consti- 

L S 
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Next panSi and kettles of all kej/s^ 
From trebles down to double base. 
And after them, upon a nag^ 
That might pass for a forehand stag^ 
A cornet rode^ and on his staff 
A smock-displayed did proudly wave; 
Then bagpipes of the loudest drones, 
With snuffling broken-winded tones, 
Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 
Sound filthier than from the gut, 
> And make a viler noise than swincj 
In windy weather when they whine. 
Next one upon a pair of panniers^ 
Full fraught with that which, for good mj 

tute the pans, keules^ &c. of line 615^) are made u 
three faces, (situateone over the other, and fronting \ 
trary way of the figure mentioned in the last note, 
together form the face and body of Ralpho, The 
alluded to as one of the three in line 6J2 is pari 
pointed out in Canto S, Part 3, where a drawing 
given of him. 

617. The second person of the procession is d 
fig. 29» as situate in the moon immediately behind 
figure, and composed of darker shadows. 

621. The bagpipes are referable to the same app 
in the moon which stands for the basket-hilt of Hi 
sword, drawn ante in fig. 5. 

627. The man upon the panniers is given in 
as situate about the center of the moon, its south sic 
still uppermost. 
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ShAll here be nameless, mis^d with grains^ 

fVkich he dispem^d among' the ^dirts^--'^ 6S0 

And busily upon the croud ' '^- " * - 

At tandom round about bestowed.- -^ ^^^-^ 

Then inounted on a homed horsey - '' .^^^ 

One bore a gauntlet and gilt spursj 

Tyd to the pummel of a long sword '^3j 

He held revers^d^ the point turned downmt^i: 

Next after y on a raw-bon'd steed^ ; /^ :* 

The conqvL ror s standard-bearer rid^ 

And bore aloft before the chamifno$h> 

A petticoat display* d^ and ratnpan^f 640 

Near whom the Amazon triumplutni 

Bestrid her beasts and on the rump:9$[t 

Sat face to tail^ and bum to tkthi\ 

O' the warrior whilom overcome, 

^rm^d with a spii^dU and a distaff, 645 

Which, as he rode, she made him twist off: 

Amd when he loiter d, o\r her ikoulder 

Chastised the reformado soldier. 

Before the dame, and rpund about, 

MarcJid whiffiers, and staffia'^ on foot, 650 

With lackies, grOoms, val^, and pages, 

Ifii fix smtl' proper equipages ; 

Of wkffin^ some torches bore, some links, 

teeibre ih^ proud virago-minn:, 



<» * I' * , k i I ^j^t,t^,„,tt,^^^^„^^ 



633. 'ftife figure here next dfescribed^ ts^s a contrary 
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\ ' 



'hat WM both madam and a don, u 65i 

like Nero's Sporus, or Pope Joan ; ■ ,. 
ind at fit periods the whole rout . ,\ 
et up their throats with clamorous ahottl^^ 






from the others, and 19 sitaateon the opposite lliargia 
ne moonj (her same side ttill appermost,) m^d^ up of 
dark shadows ; be is drjiwiit with his atiribuUSi in 



% , 




17* The last priacipal person of the piocciswi is 
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The knight transported, and the squirt^ ^ 
Put up their weapons^ and their ire ;" j660 

And Hudibras, who us'.d to ponder 
~0n such sights with judicious wonder, : 

Could hold no longer to impart — 

JI is .animadversions, for his heart. 

Quoth he. In all my life till now .666 

I ne'^ saw so profane a show. 
It is a Paganish invention, 
Which Heathen writers often mention : 
And he who made it, had read Goodwin, 
Or Ross, or Caelius Rodigine,, 670 

With all the Grecian Speeds^ an4 Stow^ 
That best describe those ancient s/ihws; 
And has obsery'd all fit decorums 
We find described by old historians : ;■ 

For a^ the Roman conqueror, 675 

That put an end to foreign war, 
Enf ring the town in triumph for it, 
Bore a slave with him in his chariot : 
So this insulting female brave 
Carries behind her here a slave : 680 

And as the ancients long ago. 
When they in field defy'd the foe, 



given in fig. S2, with the Amazon sitting behind him, and 
with all the appendages of both, as described bj the poet, 
and exhibited in the map of the moon ; an inspection of 
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Hung oat their mantlet detia gutrre ; 
So her proud standard-bearer here 



«hich will sbew the ttaff-beaiers, liok-bearerij tf^-, who 
dose the proceBioD> in miDor character. 
Fig. 32,. 



\ , 
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Waves OH his spear^ in dreadful m^sm^r 6S5 

A Tyrian petticoat for banner. 

Next links and torches^ heretofore 

Still borne before the emperor. 

And as, in antic triumphs, eggs 

Were borne for mystical intrigues ; 690 

Therms one in truficheon, like a ladle^ 

That carries eggs too, fresh or addle ; 

And still at random, as he goes. 

Among the rabble-rout bestows* 

Quoth Ralpho, You mistake the matto^; 693 
For all th' antiquity you smatter^ 
Is but a riding, us*d of course, z 

When the gray-mare's the better. Jkorse; 
When o*er the breeches greedy women 
Fight, to extend their vast domiaipn ; 709 

For when men by their wives are coVd, 711 
Their horns of course are understood. 

Quoth Hudibras, Thou still giv'st sei\tence 
Impertinently, and against sense. 



«» 



6g^. It is fKsarceTy necessary to point out th^ ^gg and 
the ladle^ as constituted by one of th^ principal rays^.of the 
star-like explosion pflight so often alluded to, and sitaate 
near the southern margin of the moon,. The thrower of 
the egg has the same prototype there as constiliutes the 
gauntlet-bearer of fig. 31, ante. 
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*Tis riot the least disparagement, 715 

To be defeated by th* event, 

Nor to be beaten by main force ; 

That does not make a man the worse, 

Although his shoulders with batioon 

Be clawed and cudgelfd to some tune; 790 

A tailor's 'prentice has no hard 

Measure, that's bang'd with a true yard: 

But to turn taily or run away, 

And without blows give up the day; 
' Of to surrender ere th' assault, 793 

That's no man's fortune, but his £iuh ; 

And renders men of honour less 

Thaii all th' adversity of success : 

And only unto siich this shew 
^ Of horns and ptttieoats is due. - 730 

-- Ther^ is a lesser profanation, . r 

Like that tbe Romans call'd otmtion : . 

' '■Ari3''by rtie saicits should be withstood, 749 
As antichristian and lewd ; 
And w e, as such, should now contribute 
Our utmost strugglings to prohibit. 

7%ii Mokl, they ioii udibjane^d^ miA rode 
A dog-trot through the faawliug croutd, 
T* attack the leader ^ and still prest, 7<^ 

JzU they ofproach'd him brsast t4^ bi'MSt. 



■ ^ 
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Then Hudibras, with face and hand^ 
Made signs for silence ; which obtained, 
What means, quoth he, this deviFs processioa 
With men of orthodox profession ? 760 

'Tis ethnic and idolatrous, 
From Heathenism deriv'd to us. 
Does not the whore of Bab'lon ride 
Upon her horned beast astride, 
Like this proud dame, who either is 765 

A type of her, or she of this ? 
Are things of superstitious function 
Fit to be us'd in gospel sun-shine.^ 
It is an antichristian opera. 
Much us'd in 'midnight-times of Popery ; 770 
Of running after self-inventions 
Of wicked and profane intentions ; 
To scandalize that sex, for scolding, 
To whom the saints are so beholding. 
Women, who were our first apostles, TJS 

- Without whose aid w* had all been lost else ; 
Women, that left no stone unturned 
In which the cause might be concerned, 

Have-tbey > At^hatan €ggietfly\ 813 

Hit him directly o^er the eye^ 



^I0m 



815. To have a just idea of the humour contained in 
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And running down his cheeky besmeared 

With orange tawny slime his heard; 

But beard and slime Ving of one hue. 

The wound the less appeared in view. 890 

Then he that on the panniers rode, 

hetfiy on tK other side a load ; 

And quickly charged again, gave fully 

In Ralphos face another volley. 

The knight was startled with the smell, 825 

And for his sword began to feel : 

And Ralpho, smothered with the stink, 

Grasp' d his ; when one thai bore a link, 

0* th* sudden clapped his flaming cudgel, 

lAke lifistock, to the horse* s touch^hole : 830 

And straight another with his flambeau. 

Gave Ralpho oer the eyes a damned blow. 

The beasts began to kick and fling. 

And fore d the rout to make a ring ; 

Through which they quickly broke their way^ 

And brought them off from farther fray . 836 

And though disordered in retreat. 

Each of them stoutly kept his seat : 



le numerous lines which follow this in italicsi I must once 
Aife beg to refer the reader to the map, which, for his 
ivn amusement, he cannot too often contemplate. 
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For quitting hoth their mio^rda and r^i$i - 
They grasped with all their strength the mfitkii* 
And to avoid the foe's pursuit^ ' ^ 841 

With spurring put their cattle 10* t ; ^■' 

And till all four were out ofwind^ ^^ 

And danger too^ neer l^oVd behind. 
After th' had paused a whihy supplyiog 64^ 
Their spirits spent with^^A^ andflffing^ 
And Hudibras recruited force • i 

Of lungs for action or discourse : 

Quoth he, that man is sure to lose, '^ ^ ^ 
That fouls his hands with dirty foes : 930 

For where.no honour's to be gaia'4» - • -^ 
'Tis thrown away in b'ing maintam^il; - .^ 
'Twas ill for us, we had to do rv ^ 

With 90 dishonourable a foe : - *' 

For though the law of arnis doth bar --^3i 
The use of venom' d shot in war ; ' o a 

Y^ by the iiau8eou« smell, and noisoni,-*'*^- 
Their case-shot savours i^rofig of poisQil |^' -^ 
And doubtless has been chewM wtth-tei^^ 
Of some that had a stinking JNreik^ ;' -^^^5860 
Else when we put it to the push, - - *^- 
They Tiad not glv^n us sucTi a "briisTi : • -^3-'*- 
But as those poltroons that fling dtrt, 
1>0 Inrt defile, h\x\ cannot hurt ; 
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So ail the honour they have tcon^ 865 

Or we have lost, is much at one. 

'Twas well we made so resolute 

A brave retreat, without pursuit ; 

For if we had not, we had sped 

Much worse, to he in triumph led ; S70 

Than which the ancients held no state 

Of man's life more unfortunate. 

But if this bold adventure e'er 

Do chance to reach'the widow's ear, 

It may, Ving destind to assert 873 

Her sex*s honour, reach, her heart. 

And as such homely treats, they say, 

PcHtend good fortune, so this may. 

Vespasian being daub'd with dirt. 

Was destin'd to the empire <br't ; 880 

And from a scavenger did come , 

To be a mighty prince in Rome : r 

And why may not this ibiil address ( 

Presage in love the same iiucctsss ? y: 

Then let us straight, to ckansa our wouttdB, /88 J 

Advanet tn ^ue^ of nearest fnmds ; : ( , 

And afler, as xre &«t design'd, ^ f 

Swear Vvt p^rfiana'd what ufae ii^^oHiM. \ 
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CANTO III. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The knight, with various doubts possest; 

To win the lady goes in quest 

Of Sidrophel the Rosycrucian, 

To know the Desi'nies* resolution ; 

With whom b'ing met, they both chop logic, 

About the science astrologic ; 

Till falling from dispute to fight, 

The conjurer's worsted by the knight. 

Doubtless the pleasure is as great 
Of being cheated, as to cheat : 
As lookers-on feel most delight, 
That least perceive a juggler s slight; 
And still the less they understand. 
The more tK admire his slight of hand* 
Some with a noise, and greasy lights 
Are snapt, as men catch larks by nighty 
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InsnarM and hampered by the soul, 

^s nooses hy the legs catch fowl. 10 

Some with a med'cine, and receipt, 

Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 

And though it be a two-foot trout^ 

^Tis with a single hair pulCd out. 

Others believe no voice t' an organr \5 

So sweet as lawyer s in his bar-gown / 
Until with subtle cobweb-cheats, 
Th* are catchM in knotted law, like nets: 
In which^ when once they are imbrangled, 
The more they stir, the more they're tangled; 
And while their purses can dispute, 21 

There's no end of th' immortal suit. 

This Hudibras by proof found true, 37 

As in due time and place we'll shew : 

For he %cith beard and face made clean^ 

lining mounted on his steed agen ; 40 

(And Ralpho got a cock-horse too 

Upon his beast, with much ado,) 

Advanced on for the widow's- house, 

T' acquit himself, and pay his vows ; 

When various thoughts began to bustle, 45 

And with his inward man to justle. 

He thought what danger might accrue, 

If she should find he swore untrue : 

VOL, I, M 
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Or if his squire or he should fail. 

And not be punctual in their tale ; 50 

It might at once the ruin prove 

Both of his honour, faith, and love. 

But if he should forbear to go, 

She might conclude h' had broke his vow ; 

And that he durst not now for shame 55 

Appear in court to try his claim. 

This was the pen' worth of his thought. 

To pass time, and uneasy trot. 

Quoth he, In all my past adventures, 
I ne'er was set so on the tenters ; 60 

Or taken tardy with dilemma, 
That ev^ry way I turn does hem me ; 
And with inextricable doubt, 
Besets my puzzled wits about : 

Oh ! that I could enucleate^ 93 

And solve the problems of my fate; 

Or find by necromantic art, 95 

How far the destinies take my part; 

For if I were not more than certain 

To win^ and wear her^ and her fortune^ 

rd go no farther in this courtship, 

To hazard soul, estate, and worship; ^00 

For though an oath obliges not. 

Where any thing is to be got, 
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(As thou haat prov'd), yet 'tis profane, 
And sinful, when men swear in vain. 

Quoth Ralph, Not far from hence doth dwell 
A cunning man, hight Sidrophel^ \QQ 

That deals in destiny's dark counsels. 
And sage opinioiis of the moon sells ; 
To whom all people, far and near, 
On deep importances repair; 110 

When brass and pewter hap to stray, 
And linen slinks out of the wayt 

When butter does refuse to come, 121 

And love proves cross and humoursome ; 
To him with questions, and with urine. 
They for discovery flock, or curing. 

Quoth Hudibrasj This Sidrophel 124 

Vve heard of and should like it well. 
If thou canst prove the saints have freedom 
To go to sorc'rers when they need 'em. 

Says Ralpho, There's no doubt of that; 
Those principles 1 quoted lat«, ISO 

Prove that the godly may alledge 
For any thing their privilege ; 
And to the dev'l himself may go, 
If they have motives thereunto. 

Quoth Hudibras, The case is clear, 189 

The saints may 'mploy a conjurer ; 

M 2 
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As thou hast proved it by their practice; 1 T 

No argument like matter of fact is. 1 1: 

And we are best of all led to ■ , 

Men's principles, by what they do. I n 

Then let us straight advance in quest 19^5 

Of this profound gymnosophist ; 
And as the fates and he advise, 
Pursue, or wave this enterprise. 

This said J he turned aboiU his steed^ 
And eftsoons on th* adventure rid ; 200 

Where leave we him and Ralph a while, 
And to the conj'rer turn our style. 
To let our reader understand 
What's useful of him beforehand. 

He had been long Awards mathemattcSj 305 

Optics, philosophy, and statics. 

Magic, horoscopy, astrology^ 

And was old dog at physiology : 

But, as a dog that turns the spit. 

Bestirs himself, and plies his feet SIO 

To climb the wheel, but all in vain. 

His own weight brings him down again ; 

And still he^s in the self -same place 

Where at his setting out he was : 

So in the circle of the arts 9li 

Did he advance his nafral parts ; 

205. From the occupation of Sidrophel^ his name may 
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Till falling Hmck stilly for retreat^ 
He fell to juggle, cant, and cheat : 

But with the moon was more familiar 
Than e^er was almanack wetl-willer ; 
Her secrets understood so clear j 
That some believed he had been there; 
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lerived from sidus (sideris) and f »Aof. There is a view 



iim m 



\.: Fig. 33. 





visible, in shadows, on the north side of the moon (the 
th being placed on the leithand)^ and appearing to look 
ough a telescope at the star-like explosion of light so 
sn mentioned as sitoate on the south side of the moon. 
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He made an Indtrument to know 961 

If the moon shine at full or no ; 

That woii'd, as soon as e'er she shone, straight 

Whether 'twere day or night denaonstrate ; 

Tell what her dimeter f an inch isj S65 

And prove that she's not made of green cheese. 

It would demonstrate, that the man in 

The moon's a sea Mediterranean ; 

And that it is no dog or bitch, 

That stands behind him at his breech, 270 

But a huge Caspian sea, or lake 

With arms, which men for legs mistake^ 

How large a gulf his tail composes, 

And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 

How many German leagues by th' scale 27*t» 

Cape Snout's from promontory TaiL 

He made a planetary gin^ 

Which rats would run their own heads in^ 

And come on purpose to be taken, 

Without th* expense of cheese or bacon : SSO 

With lute strings he would counterfeit 

Maggots that crawl on dish or meat; 

Quote moles and spots on any place 

O' th' body, by the index face ; 

A paltry wretch he had, half-starv'd, 323 
That him in place of Zany served. 



"ff" 



324. Figure 34 ei^bibits Wb^cbum witl^ s^ zapy'^ or 
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Hight Whachum, bred to da»k and draw, 33S 

Not wine, but more unwholesome law ; 

To make 'twixt words and lines huge ga.p$^ 

Wide as meridians in maps ; 

To squander paper and spare ink. 

Or cheat men of their words some think. 330 



fool's cap oa, and in (he attitude of pumping, as mentioned 
in 335. He is situate over the head of Sidruphel, in pale 
Iigbt> with his head turned to the south side of the mooa. 
As that ponion of the moon which has just now beeo con- 
sidered as re^iubling a pum;>, is often assimilated to an 
liour-glass, his name perhaps, as alluding lo that circum- 
.stance, may have his derivution from wacht oi watch. 



327' Whachum's writings are referable to that portion 
of light in the moon which is situate on the right hand of 
the pump, and marked with lines or letters, and which, 
in the &rst canto, was assimilated to a mouse-trap, a shoe, 
&c., and is introduced in fig. 6, ante. 
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From this, by merited degrees 

He'd to more advancement rise; 

To be an under-conjuror^ 

Or journeyman-astrologer : 

His business was to pump and wheedle^ 335 

And men with their own kcy^ unriddle^ 

To make them to themselves give answel«, 

For which they pay the necromancers ; 

To fetch and carry intelligence, 

X)f whom, and what, and where, and whence, 

And all discoveries disperse 341 

Among the whole pack of conjurers; 

What cut-purses have left with them, 

For the right owners to redeem ; 

And what they dare not vent, find out, 345 

To gain themselves and th* art repute : 

Uraw figures^ schemes^ and horoscopes^ 

Of Newgate^ Bridewell^ brokers^ shops^ 

Of thieves ascendant in the cart ; 

And find out all by rules of art / 350 

Which way a serving man that^s rut^ 

With cloaths or money away, is gone ; 

Who pick* d a fob at holding-forth. 

And where a watch for half the worth 

May be redeem* d ; or stolen plate S65 

Restord at conscionable rate. 

Beside all this, he served his master 

* 

In quality of poetaster: 
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And rhymes appropriate could make 

To evry month % tK almanack; 360 

Those two together long had liv*d^ .399 

In mansion prudently contrived ; 

Where neither tree, nor house could bar 

The free detection of g, star ; 

And nigh an ancient obelisk 

Was raisd by him, found out by Fisk, 

On which was written, not in words, 405 

But hieroglyphic mute of birds. 

Many rare pithy saws concerning 

The worth of astrologic learning : 

From top of this there hung a rope. 

To which he fastened telescope; 410 

T7ie spectacles with which the stars 

He reads in smallest characters. 

It happened as a boy, one night, 

Didjly his tarsel of a kite ; 

(The strangest 7owg*-tt?m^*rf hawk that flies, 415 

That, like a bird of paradise. 

Or herald's martlet, has no legs, 

Nor hatches young ones, nor lays eggs ;) 

403. The obelisk is formed by the head and body of 
Ralpho, in which may be seen a sort of hieroglyphic resem- 
blance of a bird,, as drawn in fig. 12, ante. 

413. Figure 35 gives a view of the boy flying a kite, 
as visible in the moon opposite to Sidrophel, and having 
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His train was six yards long, milk-wKiie^ 

At ill end of which there hung a light, 4S0 

Incios'd in lanthorn made of paper. 

That far off like a star did appear. 

This Sidrophel by chance espyd. 

And with amazement staring wide, 

Bless us ! quoth he, what dreadful wonder 435 

Is that appears in heaven yonder ? 

A comet, and without a beard. 

Or star that ne'er before appeared? 

I'm certain *tis not in the scrowl 

Of all those beasts, and fish, and fowl, 4S0 

the same prototype there as the gauntlet-bearer, drawn in 
fig. 31, ante. 

Fig. 35. 
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With which, like Indian plantations, 

The learned stock the constellations ; 

Nor those that drawn for signs have been, 

To th' houses where the planets inn. 

It must be supernatural, 435 

Unless it be th' cannon-ball, 

That, shot i* th' air point blank upright. 

Was born to that prodigious height. 

That learn'd philosophers maintain. 

It ne'er came backwards down again ; 440 

But, in the airy region yet. 

Hangs like the body of Mahomet : 

For if it be above the shade 

That by the earth's round bulk is made, 

*Tis probable it may from far 445 

Appear no bullet, but a star. 

This said, he to his engine flew^ 
Placd near at hand in open view. 
And raised it till it levelled right 
Against the glow-worm tail of kite. 450 

Then peeping through, Bless us! quoth he, 
It is a planet now I see ; 
And, if I err not, by his proper 
Figure, that's like tobacco-stopper. 
It should be Saturn : yes, 'tis clear 455 

'Tis Saturn ; but what makes him there ? 
He's got between the dragon s tail^ 
And farther leg behind o' tk" whale : 
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Pray Heaven divert the fatal omen, 
For 'tis a prodigy not common ; 460 

And can no less than the world's end, 
Or nature's funeral portend. 
With that he fell again to pry 
Through perspective more wistfully ; 
When hy mischance the fatal strings 465 

That kept the toto* ring fowl on wing^ 
Breakings down fell the star : Well shot, 
Quoth Whachum, who right wisely thought 
H* had levelled at a star^ and hit it. 
But Sidrophel, more subtil-witted, 470 

Cry'd out, What horrible and fearful 
Portent is this, to see a star fall; 
It threatens nature, and the doom 
Will not be long before it come ! 
When stars do fall, 'tis plain enough, 475 

The day of judgment's not far oflF: 
As lately 'twas reveal'd to Sedgwick, 
And some of us find out by magic. 
Then since the time we have to live 
In this world* s shorten^ d^ let us strive 480 

To make our best advantage of it. 
And pay our losses with our profit. 
This feat fell out not long before 
The knight, upon the forenam'd score. 
In quest of Sidrophel advancing, 485 

Was now in prospect of the mansion : 
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Whom he discovering, turned his glass. 
And found far off/twas Hudibras. 

Whachum, quoth he, look yonder, some 
To try or use our art are come : 490 

The one's the learned knight ; seek out. 
And pump ^em what they come about. 
Whachum advanced with all submissness 
T accost *em, but much more their business : 
He held a stirrup while the knight 495 

From leathern hare-hones did alight ; 
And taking from, his hand the bridle^ 
Approached the dark squire to unriddle : 
He gave himjirst the time o' th^ day. 
And welcomed him, as he might say : 6QQ 

He ask'd him whence they came, and whither 
Their business lay ? Quoth Ralpho, Hither. 
Did you not lose ? — Quoth Ralpho, Nay. 
Quoth Whachum, Sir, I meant your way ! 
Your knight — Quoth Ralpho, is a lover, 505 
And pains intol'rable doth suffer : 
For lovers* hearts are not their own hearts, 
Nor lights, nor lungs, and so forth downwards. 
What time ? — Quoth Ralpho, Sir, too long. 
Three years it off and on has hung — 510 

504. " Lose your way," This expression has relation 
the wanderings of the planets, and of the moon con- 
idered anciently as one of them. 



174 

Quoth he, I mean what time o' the day 'tis. 

Quoth Ralpho, Between seven and eight *tis. 

Why then, quoth Whachum, my small art 

Tells me the dame has a hard heart ; 

Or great estate — Quoth Ralph, A jointure^ 5\S 

Which makes him have so hot a mind t* her. 

Mean while the knight was making water y 

Before he fell upon the matter ; 

Which having done^ the wizard steps in. 

To give him suitable reception ; 6iO 

But kept his business at a bay, 

Till Whachum put him in the way ; 

Who having now, by Ralpho* s light, 

Expounded th* errand of the knight ; 

And what he came to know, drew near, 5i5 

To whisper in the confrers ear ; 

Which he pretended thus : What was't, 

Quoth he, that I was saying last. 

Before these gentlemen arrived ? 

Quoth Whachum, Venus you retrieved, 530 

In opposition with Mars, 

And no benign and friendly stars 

T* allay th* effect. Quoth wizard, So ! 

In Virgo ? Ha ! quoth Whachum, No : 

Has Saturn nothing to do in it ? 5iS 

One tenth of's circle to a minute. 

'Tis well, quoth he. — Sir, you* 11 excuse 

This rudeness I am forcM to use ; 
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It is a scheme ?iiid face of heaven^ 

As til aspects are disposed this even^ 540 

I was contemplating upon 

When you anrivM; but now Tve done. 

Quoth Hudibras, If I appear 
Unseasonable in coming here 
At such a time to interrupt 545 

Your speculations, which I hop'd 
Assistance from, and come to use, 
'Tis fit that I ask your excuse. 

By no means, Sir, quoth Sidrophel, 

The stars your coming did foretell; 550 

/ did expect you here, and knew 
Before you spake your business too. 
Quoth Hudibras, Make that appear, 

And I shall credit whatsoe'er 

You tell me after on your word, ^ 555 

However unlikely or absurd. 
You are in love. Sir, with a widow, 

Quoth he, that does not greatly heed you, 

And for three years hath rid your wit 

And passion, without drawing bit: 560 

And now your bus'ness is to know 

If you shall carry her or no. 

Quoth Hudibras, You*re in the right ; 

But how the devil you came by't, 

I can't imagine ; for the stars 

Tm sure, can tell no more than horse; 
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Nor can their aspects, though you pore 

Your eyes out on *^/n, tell you more 

Than th* oracle of sieve and shears ; 

That turns as certain as the spheres : 570 

But if the devil's of your council, 

Much may be done, my noble Donzel: 

And 'tis on his account I come 

To know from you my fatal doom. 

Quoth Sidrophel, If you suppose, Slo 

Sir Knight, that I am one of those, 
I might suspect, and take th' alarm, 
Your business is hut to inform; 
But if it be^ 'tis ne'er the near, 
You have a wrong sow by the ear ; jSO 

For I assure you, for my part, 
I only deal by rules of art ; 
Such as are lawful, and judge by 
Conclusions of astrology : 
But for the dev'l, know nothing by him, 5S5 
But only this, that I defy him. 

Quoth he. Whatever others deem ye, 
I understand your metonymy ; 
Your words of second-hand intention, 
When things by wrongful names you mention; 
The mystic sense of all your terms, 591 

That are indeed but magic charms, 
To raise the devil, and mean one thing, 
And that is down right conjuring ; 



X 
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And in itself more warrantable 6^5 

Than cheat, or canting to a rabble. 
Or puiiing trieks upon the moon. 
Which by confed'racy are done, 

Quoth Sidrophel, It is no part C75 

Of prudence to cry down an art ; 
And what it may perform, deny. 
Because you understand not why. 

The Roman senate, when within 709 

The city- walls' an owl was seen. 

Did cause theit clergy, with lustrations, 

(Our synod calls humiliations,) 

The round-fecM prodigy t* avert. 

From doing town and country hurt* 

And if an owl have so much pow'r, 715 

Why should not planets Imve much more^ 

That in a region fyr above 

Inferior fowls of the air move, 

And should see farther, and foreknow 

More than their augury below ? 7S0 

Though that once serv'd the polity 

Of mighty states to govern by ; 

And this is what we take in hand 

By powerful art to understand; 

Which how we have performed, all ages 785 

Can speak th* events of our presages, 

VOL. I. N 



178 

Have we not lately, in the moon^ 

Found a new world, to the old unknown ? 

Discover'd sea and land, Columbus 

And Magellan could never compass ? 730 

Made mountains with our tubes appear. 

And cattle grazing on *em there ? 

Quoth Hudibras, You lie so ope. 
That I, without a telescope, 
Can find your tricks out, and descry 73^ 

Where you tell truth, and where you* lie : 
For Anaxagoras long agone 
Saw hills, as well as you, i tK moon ;, 
And held the sun was but a piece 
Of red-hot iron as big as Greece ; ^49 

Believ'd thelieav*ns were made of stone. 
Because the sun had voided one ; 
And, rather than he would recant 
Th* opinion, suffered banishment. 

But what, alas ! is it to us, * 7^^ 

Whether i* th* mdon men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge, cut their cotns^ 
Or whether they have tails or horns ? 

Are sweating lanthorjis, or screen-fans^ 7^9 
Made better there, than they^re in France? 
Or do they teach to sing and play 
O* th* gittar there a newer way ? 
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Can^ they make plays there thai shall Jit 

The public humour^ with less wit ? 

Write mttier dances^ quainter shows^ 763 

Of fight with more ingenious blows ? 

Or does the man t tK moon look big^ 

And wear a huger perriwig^ 

Shew in his gaje, or face ^ more tricks 

Than our own native lunatics ? 770 

At this, deep Sidrophel looked wise^ 791 

And staring round with owl^like eyes^ 

He put his face into a posture 

Of sapience, and began to bluster : ,\ 

For having three times shook his head 795 

To stir his wit up, thus he said : 

Art has no mortal enemies 

Next ignorance, but owls and geese: . a 

To let you know 977 

You wi*ong the art, and artists too. 
Since arguments are lost on those 
That do our principles oppose ; 5f80 

763. Crowdero's fiddle may bie conceived to resemble 
i guitar likewise. ^ 

798. The owl has already been di^Wn iti fig. 7> adte, 
iind to the left of the owl's position in the moon may be 
leen, in shadow^ the likeness of a goose^ as particularly 
pointed out in a former note< 

N 3 
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I will (although Fve done*t before) 
Demonstrate to your sense once more, 
And draw a figure that shall tell you. 
What you, perhaps, forget befel you, 
By way of horary inspection^ 985' 

Which some account our worst erection. 
With thai he circles draws^ and squares. 
With cyphers J astral characters ; 
Then looks *em o*er to understand *eni. 
Although set down hab-nah, at random. 99(> 

Quoth he. This scheme o* th* heavens set, 
Discovers how in fight you met, 
At Kingston, with a May-pole idol. 
And that y'were hanged both back and side welh 
And though you overcame the bear, 994 

The dogs beat you at Brentford fair ; 
Where sturdy butchers broke your noddle. 
And handled you like a fop-doodle. 

Quoth lltidibras, I now perceive 
You are no conjurer, by your leave ; 1000 

That paltry story is untrue. 
And /org* d to cheat such gulls as you. 
Not true ! quoth he, howe'er you vapour, 
/ can what I affirm m.ake appear ; 
Whachum shall justify* t f your face, lOOi 

And prove he was upon the place ; 
He played the Saltinbancho's part. 
Transformed t' a Frenchman by my art ; 
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Jle stole your cloak, and picked your p(&ekH, 
Chous'd and caldes'd ye like a blockheid, 1010 
And what you lost I can produc9f 
Jfyou deny it, here i^ th* house. 

Quoth Hudibras, I do believe; 
That argument's demonstrative; 
JRalphoy bear witness, and go fetch us 1014 

A constable to seize the wretches : 
For tho' they're both false knaves and che&ti« 
Impostors, jugglers, counterfeits. 
Til make them, serve for perpendiculars. 
As true as e'er were us'd by bricklayers. lOSQ 
They're guilty by their own confessions 
Of felony, and at the sessions 
Upon the bench I will so handle 'em» 
That the vibration of this pendulum 
Shall make all taylors' yords of on« 109J 

Unanimous opinion : 
A thing he long has VapourM of. 
But now shall make it out by proof. 

Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out : 1030 

Nor have I hazarded my art. 
And neck, so long on the state's part, 
To be exposed i' th' end to suffer, 
By such a braggadocio hu£fer. 

Huffer ! quoth Hudibras, this sword 1035 

Shall down thy false throat cram that word. 
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Ralpho^ make haste ^ and call an officer^ 

To apprehend this Stygian sophister : 

Mean while Fll hold * em at a hay 

Lest he and Whachum run away. lOiO 

But Sidrophel, who, from th* aspect 
Of Hudibras, did now erect 

' v. 

A figure, worse portending far 

Than that of most malignant star. 

Believed it now the fittest moment 104i 

To shun the danger that might come on^t^^ 

While Hudibras was all alone. 

And he and Whachum, two to one : 

This b*ing resolv'd, he spy^d by change 

Behind the door an iron lance, 1050 

That many a sturdy limb had gord. 

And legs, and loins, and shoulders bord; 

He snatched it up, and made a pa^ss 

To make his way through Hudibras. ' 

Whachum had got afire»fQrk, 1055 

With which he vow*d to do his work. 

>> > I 

1050. The lance, or rather the spit, has the same pro* 
totype as Hudibras's sword and Sidrophel's telescope; 
and the door is the wide opening of light between the 
shadows which majce up the persons of Ralph aAd^ 
Hudibras. * « . V 

105^. The prongs of Whachum's fire-fork may be seen,! 
in lights Just beforie Sidrophel's face, and in a line wjtb the* 
handle of the same> nrhich (before considered qs a pump 
handle) be is holding in bis hands. 



But Hudihras was well prepoff^d^ 

And stoutly stood upon his guard : 

He put by Sidrophelo^s thrust^ 

And in right manfully he rusht ; lOGO 

The weapon from his gripe he wrung^ 

And laid him on the earth along. 

Whachunt his sea-coal prong threw by^ 

And basely turned his hack tojly : 

But Hudihras gave him a twitch 1064 

As quick as lightning in the breech ; 

Just in the place where honour's lodg'd, 

As wise philosophers have judg'd. 

Because a kick, in that place, more 

Hurte honour, than deep wounds before. 1070 

Quoth Hudihras, The stars determine 
You are my prisoners, base vermin : 
Could they not tell you so, as well 
As what I came to know foretell ? 
By this what cheats you are we find, 1075 

That in your own coticems are blind. 
Your lives are now at my dispose, 
To be redeemed by fine or blows : 
But who his honour would defile, 
To take, or sell, two lives so vile ! 1080 

r II give you quarter ; but your pillage. 
The conquering warrior's crop and tillage^ 
Which with his sword he reaps and plows. 
That's mine, the law of arms allows. 
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This said in haste, in haste he fell 1086 

To rummaging of Sidrophel. 
Firsts he expounded both his pockets^ 
And found a watch, with rings and lockets. 
Which had been left with him t* erect 
A figure for, and so detect ; 1090 

A copper-plate^ with almanacks 
Engraved uponU, with other knacks, 
Of Booker's, Lilly's, Sarah Jimmers, 
And blank schemes, to discover nimmers : 
A moon-dial, with Napier* s bones, 109^ 

And several constellation stones. 
Engraved in planetary hours, 
Tiiat over mortals had strange powers. 
To make *em thrive in law or trade. 
And stab or poison to evade ; i 100 

In wit or wisdom to improve. 
And be victorious in love. 
Whachum had neitlier cross nor pile, 
His plunder was not worth the while : 
All which the conqueror did discompt, 1105 

To pay for curing of his rump. 



1088. With a little attention and due exercise of the 
fancy, the likenesses of the different objects mentioned id 
this and the following lines may be traced on the surfaces 
of his hody^ or Hudibras's^ in the map of the moon. 
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But Sidrophel, as full of trick$ 
As rota-men of politics. 
Straight cast about to over-reach 
Th* unwary conqu'ror with a fetch, 1 UO 

And make him glad (at least) to quit 
His victory, andjly the pit. 
Before the secular prince of darkness 
Arrived to seize upon his carcase : 
And as a fox, with hot pursuit 1114^ 

Chas*d through a warren, casts about 
To save his credit, and among 
Dead vermin on a gallows hung ; 

1] li^. In figure S6 may be seen the fox and a rabbit 
of the warren^ as visible, in light, facing the south (the 
north being on the left band), just behind the shadows 
which compose the person of Sidrophel. 

jF^. 36. 
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And^ while the dogs run underneath^ 

Escaped (hy counterfeiting dtath)\ 1 120 

Not out of cunning ; but a train 

Of atoms justling in his brain. 

As learn'd philosophers give out : 

So Sidrophelo cast about. 

And fell t' his wonted trade again, 1125 

To feign himself in earnest slain : 

First stretched out one leg, then another^ 

And seeming in his breast to smother 

A broken sigh : quoth he, Where am I^ 

A live, or dead ; or which way came I ' 1 ISO 

Through so immense a space so soon ? 

But now I tliought myself t th* moon ; 

And that a monster with huge whiskers^ 

More formidable than a Switzer^s,. 

My body through and through had drill* d, 1155 

And Whachum by my side had kilVdy 

Had cross examinM both our hose. 

And plundered all we had to lose ; 

Look, there he is, I see him now. 

And feel the place I am run through : 1 140 

And there lies Whachum by my side 

Stone dead, and in his own blood dy*d : 



••■^ 



1 1 \Q. Vide a dog drawn with the bear in fig. 13, ante, 
and there are other resemblances to dogs in the idooDi 
which will be hereafter drawn or pointed out. 
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>h ! oh ! With that he fetchM a groan, 

^nd fell again into a swoon, 

^hut both his eyes J and stopt his breath, 1145 

^nd to the life out-acted death ; 

^hat Hudibras, to ail appearing, 

Jeliev'd him to be dead as herring, 

ie held it now no longer safe^ 

^o tarry the return of Ralphs 1 ISO 

^ut rather leave him in the lurch : 

thought he, he has abus'd our church, 

lefus'd to give himself one firk, 

L^o carry on the public work ; 

*11 make him henceforth to beware, 1 165 

^nd tempt my fury, if he dare : 

jTe must at least hold up his hand^ 

5y twelve freeholders to be scanned ; 

Vho, by their skill in palmistry, 

^ill quickly read his destiny; 1170 

Ind make him glad to read his lesson, 

)r take a turn for t at the session: 

Jnless his light and gifts prove truer 

Than ever yet they did, I'm sure; 

?or if he 'scape with whipping now, 1 175 

Tis more than he can hope to do : 

1168, The twelve freeholders would seem as with rela* 
on to the moon and her motions^ to be the twelve signs 
f the zodiac. 
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And that will disengage my conscience 

O' th' obligation in his own sense : 

ril make him now by force abide 

What he by gentle means deny'd, 1180 

To give my honour satisfaction, 

And right the brethren in the action. 

This b*ing resolved with equal speed 

And conduct he approached his steed. 

And with activity unwont, 1185 

Assayed the lofty beast to mount ; 

Which once achieved ^ he spurrd his palfrey, 

To get from tK enemy, and Ralph free: 

Left danger, fears, and foes behind, 

And beat, at least three lengths, the wind. 1190 

V 

<»— — II ... II .1 11. I ■■ I II II , —^^w 

1190. After this canto there is usually printed what 
is intitled '^ an Heroic Epistle of Hudibras to Sidrophel.^ 
In my opinion it forms no part of the Poem of Hudibras. 
It is wholly unassistant and irrelevant to the actioo of 
the Poem, though it contains evidence of its having 
been written by somebody who knew that the Poem itself 
has relation to the phenomena of the* moon. It seems to 
have been composed by a juvenile satirist at college, with 
a view to laugh at some astronomical pretender, like myself, 
whom he would insinuate to be undejr the influence of 
lunacy. 



PART THE THIRD. 
CANTO I. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The knight and squire i*eso1ve at once. 
The one the other to renounce; 
They both approach the lady's bower, 
The squire c' inform, the knight to woo her. 
She treats them with a masquerade, 
By furies and hobgoblins made: 
From which the squire conveys the knight. 
And steals him, from himself, by night. 

'Tis true, no lover has that pow*r 

T* enforce a desperate amour, 

As he that has two strings to's bow, 

And burns for love and money too ; 

For then he's brave and resolute, 5 

Disdains to render in his suit. 

Has all his flames and raptures double^ 

And hangs, or drowns, with half the trouble ; 

While those who sillily pursue 

The simple, downright way and true, 10 

Make as unlucky applications. 

And steer against the stream, their passions : 

Some forge their mistresses of stars; 

And when the ladies prove averse. 



190 

And more untoward to be won, 15 

Than hy Caligula the moon^ 
Cry out upon the stars for doing 
111 offices, to cross their wooing ; 
When only by themselves they're hind* red, 
For trusting those they made her kindred ; 20 
And still, the harsher and hide-bounder 
The damsels prove, become the fonder. 
For what mad lover ever di*d 
To gain a soft and gentle bride ; 
Or for a lady tender-hearted, iS 

In purling sireatns or hemp departed ? 
Leap'd headlong int* Elysium, 
Through th' windows of a dazzling room? 
But for some cross ill-natur'd dame, 
The am'rous fly burnt in his flame. 30 

This to the knight could be no news, 
With all mankind so much in use ; 
Who therefore took the wiser course. 
To make the most of his amours, 
Resolved to try all sorts of ways, SS 

As follows in due time and place. 
No sooner was the bloody Jight, 
Between the wizard and the knight. 
With all th* appurtenances, over, 
But he relapsM again t* a lover : 40 

As he was always wont to do 
When K had discomfited a foe; 
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And us*d the only antique philtres, 
DerivM from old heroic tilters. 
But now triumphant and victorious, 4i 

He held th' achievement was too glorious 
For such a conqueror to meddle 
With petty constable or beadle ; 
Or fly for refuge to the hostess 
Of th' inns of court and chancery. Justice ; 50 
Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 
To th* ordeal trial of the laws ; 
Where none escape, but such as branded 
With red'hot irons have pass'd bare-handed ; 
And if they cannot read one verse 55 

r th' psalms, must sing it, and that's worse^ 
He therefore judging it below him. 
To tempt a shamethe devil might owe him, 
Resolved to leave the squire for bail 
And mainprizefor him to the jail j 60 

To answer, with his vessel, all 
That might disastrously befal ; 
^And thought it now the fittest juncture 
To give the lady a rencounter, 
T* acquaint her with his expedition, 65 

And conquest o*er the fierce magician : 
Describe the manner of the fray. 
And shew the spoils he brought away ; 
His bloody scourging aggravate. 
The number of the blows^ and weight ; 70 
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All which might probably succeed, 

And gain belief h* had done the deed. 

Which he resolved t* enforce, and spare 

IS o pawning of his soul to swear ; 

But rather than produce his hack^ 75 

To set his conscience on the rack ; 

And in pursuance of his urging 

Of articles perform* d, and scourging^ 

And all things else upon his part^ 

Demand delivery of her heart, 80 

Her goods, and chattels, and good graces, 

And person, up to his embraces. 

Thought he the ancient errant knights 

Won all their ladies hearts in fights ; 

And cut whole giants into fritters, 85 

To put them into am'rous twitters ; 

Whose stubborn bowels scorn* d to yield, 

Until their gallants were half kill'd : 

But when their bones were drubb'd so sore, 

They durst not woo one combat more, 90 

The ladies' hearts began to melt, 

Subdu'd by the blows their lovers felt. 

So Spanish heroes, with their lances. 

At once wound bulls and ladies* fancies ; 

And he acquires the noblest spouse 9^ 

That widows greatest herd of cows ; 

Then what may I expect to doy 

Who*ve quelled so vast a buffalo.^ 
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Mean while the squire was on his way. 
The knight's late orders to obey : 100 

Who sent him for a strong detachment 
Of beadles, constables, and watchmeii, 
T* attack the cunning-man, for plunder 
Committed falsely on his lumber ; 
When he who had ^o lately sack'd 105 

The enemy, had done the fact, 
Had rijied all his pokes and fobs 
Of ginicracks^ whims^ a7id jiggumbobsy 
Which he by hook or crook had gather d, 
And for his own inventions father'd : 1 10 

And when they should, at gaol-delivery, 
Unriddle one onother's thievery, 
Both might have evidence enough^ 
To render neither halter-proof: 
He thought it desperate to tarry, 115 

And venture to be accessary ; 
But rather wisely slip his fetters. 
And leave them for the knight, his betters. 
He caird to mind th' unjust foul play 
He would have oflTer'd him that day, 120 

To make him curry his own hide, 
Which no beast ever did beside, 
Without all possible evasion. 
But of the riding dispensation. 
And therefore much about the hour X%5 

The knight (for reasons told before) 

VOL. I. o 
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Jtesolv^d tv leave him to the fury 

Of justice, and an unpacked jury; 

The squire concurred t* ubandon hhn^ 

And serve him in the self-same trim { 130 

T* dcqtmiui the lady what h* had done. 

And what he meant to carry on ; 

What project 'twas he went aboutf 

When Sidrophel and he fell out : 

His firm and steadfast resolution, 135 

To swear her to an execution ; 

To pawn his inward ears to marry her, 

And bribe the devil himself to carry her. 

But ere the knight could do his part, I4i 
The squite had got so much the start, 
H' had to the lady done his errand^ 
And told her all his tricks aforehand. 
Just as he finished his report, 
The knight alighted in the court ; 150 

And having tyd his be&st € a pale^ 
And taken time for both to stale^ 
He put his band and beard^ in order^ 
The sprucer, to accost and board her : 
And now began t^ approach the door, 155 

When she, wh' had spy'd him out before. 
Conveyed th* informer out of sigfUy 
And went to entertain the knight : 
With whom encountering, after longees 
t)f humble and submissive congees^ 1^ 



195 

Ahd all due ceremonies paid, 

He stroked his heard ^ and thus he said« 

Madam, I do, as is my duty^ 
Honour the shadow of your shoe-tie : 
And now am come, to bring your ear 165 

A present you'll be glad to hear ; 
At least I hope so. The thing's done, 
Or may I never see the sun,' 
For which I humbly now demand 
Performance at your gentle hand ; I70 

And that yovLd please to do your part^ 
As I have done mine to my smart. 

With that he shrugged his sturdy backf 
As if he felt his shoulders ake. 
But she who well enough knew what . 17i 
(Before he spoke) he would be at, 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mystery of what he mean'd ; 
And therefore wish'd him to expound 
His dark expressions, less profound. ISO 

Madam, quoth he, I come to prove 
How much I've suflTerM for your love. 
Which (like your votary) to win, 
/ have not spard my tatter d skin : 
And^for those meritorious lashes^ 18i 

To claim your favour and good graces. 

Quoth she, I do remember once 
J freed you from tV inchanted sconce; 

o3 
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And that you promis'd, for that fevour, 
To bind your back to 'ts good behaviour, 190 
.And, for my sake and service, vow*d 
To lay uponU a heaoy load^ 
And what 'twould bear, t* a scruple prove, 
As other knights do oft make love. 
Which whether you have done or no, 195 

Concerns yourself, not me, to know« 
But if you have, I shall confess. 
You're honester than I could guess. 

Quoth he. If you suspect my troth, 
I cannot prove it but by oath : 200 

And if you make a question on't, 
ril pawn my soul that I have done't ; 

Quoth she, What is it you would swear ? 235 
There's no believing till I hear : 
For till they're understood, all tales 
(Like nonsense) are not true nor false. 

Quoth he. When I resolv'd t' obey 
What you commanded t' other day, 240 

And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are wont,) for your fair eye^ : 
T* avoid all scruples in the case, 
I went to do't upon the place. 
*" But as the castle is inchanted 245 

By Sidrophel the witch, and haunted 
With evil spirits, as you know. 
Who took my squire and me for two ; 
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Before Td hardly time to lay 

My weapons by, and disarray, 250 

I heard a formidable noise, 

Loud as the Stentrophonic voice, 

That roar'd far off, Dispatch and strip, 

Tm ready with th' infernal whip, 

That shall divest thy ribs of skin^ 955 

To expiate thy lingering sin. 

Th* hast broke perfidiously thy oath. 

And not performed thy plighted troth ; 

But spar'd thy renegado back, 

When th' hadst so great a prize at stake : 860 

Which now the fates have ordered me 

For penance and revenge to flay, 

Unless thou presently make haste. 

Time is^ time was : and there it ceasM. 

With which, though startled, I confess, S66 

Yet th* horror of the thing was less 

Than th* other dismal apprehension 

Of interruption or prevention : 

And therefore snatching up the rody 

I laid upon my hack a load ; S70 

Resolved to spare no fiesh and blood. 

To make my word and honour good ; 

Till tir'd, and taking truce at length. 

For new recruits of breath and strength, 

I felt the blows still plyM as fast, 975 

As if th' had been by lovers placed, 
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In raptures of Platonic lashing, 

And chaste contemplative bardashing : 

When facing hckstily ahout^ 

To stand upon my guard and scout, S80 

I found tic infernal cunning man^ 

And th* undet'witch^ his Caliban^ 

With scourges (tike the furies) arm d^ 

That on my outward quarters stormed. 

Jn ha^te I snatched my weapon up^ 285 

And gave the hellish rage a stop ; 

CalVd thrice upon your name, and fell 

Courageously on Sidrophel : 

Who, now transformed himself t^ a bear. 

Began to roar aloud, and teai* ; 290 

When I as furiously pressM on, 

My weapon down his throat to run ; 

Laid hold on him ; but he broke loose. 

And turned himself into a goose, 

Div^d under water in a pond, 295 

To hide himself from being found. 

In vain I sought him; but as soon 

As I perceived him fled and gone, 



287, Hudibras's calling thrice upon his mistress's 
name, seems to regard the threefold outline of bis face, 
ivhich has been pointed out in a former note. 

294. The goose has been pointed out before, ao<J the 
bear drawn in fig. 13, 
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Prepared with equal haste and rage. 

His under-sorcerer t* engage. 300 

But bravely scorning to defile 

My sword with feeble blood and vile; 

J judged it better from a quick* 

Set hedge to cut a knotted sticky 

With which I fariouslif laid ou; 905 

Beside But as h* was running mi, 403 

To tell what other feats h' had done. 

The lady stopt his full career^ 403 

And told him now 'twas time to hear. 

If half those things, said she, be true, ■ ■ 
They're all, quoth he, 1 swear by you ; 
Why then, said ^he, that Sidrophel 
Has damn'd himself to th* pit of hell; 410 

Whoy mounted on a broom^ (the nag 
And hackney of a Lapland hag,) 
In quest of you came hither post. 
Within an hour, I'm sure, at mdst; 
Who told me all you swear and say, 415 

Quite contrary another way ; 
Vow'd that you came to him to know 
If you should carry me or no ; 



304. The kooued stick is referable to the same proto* 
type in the moon, as the ladle and egg, ineDttoned in line 
691^ Canto 2, Part ^ and there pointed out. 
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And would have hir'd him and his imps, 

To be your match-makers and pimps, 420 

T* engage the devil on your side, 

And steal (like Proserpine) your bride. 

But he disdaining to embrace « 

So filthy a design and base, 

You fell to vapouring and huffing, 425 

And drew upon him like a ruffin, 

Surprised him meanly, unprepared, 

Before h* had time to mount his guard; 

And left him dead upon the ground^ 

With many a bruise a7id desperate wound: 430 

Swore you had broke, and robb'd his house. 

And stole his Talismanique louse, 

And all his new-found old inventions : 

With flat felonious intentions. 

While thus the lady talked, the knight 479 
Turned tK outside of his eyes to white. 
(As men of inward light are wont 
To turn their optics in upon't.) 
He wonder'd how she came to know 
What he had done, and meant to do : 
Held up his affidavit-hand^ 485 

As ifli had been to be arraign d : 
Cast towards the door a ghastly look, 
In dread of Sidrophel^ and spoke. 

Madam, if but one word be true 
Of all the wizard has told you, 450 
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Or but one single circumstance, 
In all th' apocryphal romance, 
May dreadful earthquakes swallow down 
This vessel, that is all your own ; 
Or may the heavens fall, and cover 49^ 

These feliques of your constant lover. 
You have provided well, quoth she, 
(I thank you,) for yourself and me; 
And shewn your Presbyterian wits 
Jump punctual with the Jesuits. 500 

But there's a better way of clearing 509 

What you would prove, than downright swear- 
ing: 
For if you have perforrnd the feat^ 
The blows are visible as yet^ 
Enough to serve for satisfaction 
Of nicest scruples in the action. 
KvA\{ ^o\xQ.2i\i produce those knobs ^ 515 

Although they're but the witch's drubs, 
ril pass them all upon account. 
As if your natural self had done't. 

Madam, quoth he, your love's a million, 523 
To do is less than to be willing. 
As 1 am, were it in my power 5%5 

T' obey, what you command, and more. 
But for performing what you bid, 
I thank you as much as if I did. 
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You know I ought to have a care 
To keep my wounds from taking air; ^30 

For wounds in those that are all heart. 
Are dangerous in any part. 

1 find, quoth she, my goods and chattels 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battles: 
For still (he longer we contend 655 

We are but farther off the end. 
But granting now we should agree. 
What is it you expect from me } 
Your plighted faith, quotli he, and ward 
Tou passed in heaven an record y 540 

Where all contracts to have and t* hold. 
Are everlastingly inrolVd. 
And if 'tis counted treason here 
To raze records, 'tis much more there. 

Sy this time Uwas grown dark and late^ 1053 
When th* heard a knocking at the gute^ 
Laid on in haste with such a powder, 1055 
The blows grew louder still and louder. 
Which Hudibras, as if th' had been 
BestowM as freely on his skin. 
Expounding by his inward light y 
Or rather more prophetic fright, 1060 

To be the wizard, come to search. 
And take him napping in the lurch, 
Turn*d pale as ashes^ or a clout; 
But why, or wherefore, is a doubt* 
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For men win tremble, and turn pa)er, 106 J 
With too muchj or too little valour. 
His heari laid ok, as if it try^d 
'To force a passage through his side^ 
Impatient (as he vow'd) to wait 'em, 
But in a fury to fly at *em; ,1070 

And therefore beat, and laid about^ 
To find a cranny to creep out. 
But she who saw in what a taking 
The knight was by his furious quaking^ 
Undaunted cry*d, Couragie, Sir Knight, 1075 
Know, Tm resolv'd to break no right 
Of hospitality t* a stranger, 
But to secure you out of danger. 
Will here myself stand^ centinel. 
To guard this pass 'gainst Sidrophel. lOSO 
Women, you know, do seldom fail. 
To make the stoutest men turn tail; 
^nd bravely scorn to turn their backs 
Upon the desp'ratest attacks. 
At this the knight grew resolute 1085 

As Ironside, or Hardiknute ; 
His fortitude began to rally^ 
And out he cryd aloud, to sally. 
But she besought him to convey 
His courage rather oiit o' th' way, 1090 

And lodge in ambush on thefloor^ 
Or fortify d behind a door ; 
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That if the enemy should enter, 

He might reheve her in th* adventure. 

Mean while they knock'd against the door,' 
As fierce as at the gate before ; 1096 

Which made the ren^ado knight 
Relapse again t' his former fright. 
He thought it desperate to stay 
Till th* enemy had forced his way^ 1100 

But rather post himself, to serve 
The lady for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute, 
But what sh' had ordered execute : 
Which he resolved in haste t* obey, 1105 

And therefore stoutly marched away; 
And all K encounter d fell upon. 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs, 
Than ever courage dar'd in arms, 1110 

Had drawn him up before a pass. 
To stand upon his gfiard, and face : 
This he courageously invaded, 
And having enter d, harricado*d ; 
Insconc'd himself as formidable 1115 

» 

As could be underneath a table ; 



1 1 16. May not the table be considered to be a round 
one, and so refer to the circumference of the moon itself, 
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Where he lay dawn in ambush close^ 

V expect th' arrival of his foes. 

Few minutes he had lain perdue, 

To guard his desp'rate avenue, 1 120 

Before he heard a dreadful shout, 

As loud as putting to the rout ; 

With which impatiently alarm*d. 

He fancy*d th* enemy had stormed ; 

And after entering, Sidrophel I IS5 

"Was fairn upon the guards pell-mell. 

He therefore sent out all his senses, 

To bring him in intelligences ; 

Mean while the foe beat up his quarters, 11 35 

And stormed the outtcorks of his fortress. 

And as another of the same 

Degree and party, in arms and fame, 

That in the same cause had engaged, 

And war with equal conduct wag'd, 1 14Q 

By venturing only but to thrust 

His head a span beyond his post, 

B* a general of the cavaliers 

Was dragged through a window by th' ears ; 

So he uHis served in his redoubts 1 145 

And by the other end puWd out. 



within, or under which, the knight may be conceived to 
be Ijiog, coiled up. 

1146. This 5illudes to the part of the moon which con- 



Soon as they had him at their mercy, 
Tkey put him to the cudgel fiercely^ 
As if they* d scorn d to trade or barter^ 
By giving or by taking quarter : 1150 

Vhey stoutly on his quarters laid^ 
Until his scouts came in t' his aid. 
For when a man is past his sense, 
There's no way to reduce him thence. 
But twinging him by th* ears and nose^ ll5i 

Or laying on of heavy blows ; 
And if that will not do the deed, 
To burning with hot ir^ns proceed. 
No sooner was he come t* himself, 
But on his neck a sturdy elf 1160 

Clapt in a trice his cloven hoof 
And thus attacked him with reproof, 

——————— ^ I ■!■» I Iii1llliil«» I— M^— — ^i— -^a^^— ^— — — — j^.— 

stitutes the knight's derriere, coming into view before the 
rest of bis body^ upon the moon's changes. 

1161. Figure 37 exhibits the cloven hoof and the elf 
bimself, situate just over the high-raised shoulders of HQ' 
dibias^ and facing the north side of the moon. 

Fig. 37- 




.* ^ 
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Mortal, thoa art betray'd ta U3 
B* our friend, thy evil genius. 
Who for thy horrid perjuries, 1 1 65 

Thy breach of faith and turning lies, 
The brethrens* privilege (against 
The wicked) on themselves, the saints, 
Hai here thy wretched carcase sent. 
For just revenge and punishment ; 1 170 

JA^bich thou hast now no way to lessen. 
But by an open free confession ; 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
'Twill fall the heavier on thy bones • 

What made thee venture to betray 1 IJS 

And filch the lady's heart away ? 

To spirit her to matrimony ? 

That which contracts all matches, money^ 

It was th' inchantment of ker riches^ 

That made m' apply t* your croney witches ; 1 130^ 

That in return wou'd repay th' expence, 

The wear-and-tear of conscience : 

Which I could have patched up, and tum'd 

For th' hundredth part of what I earn'd. 

Why didst thou choose that cursed sin, 1221 
Hypocrisy, to set up in ? 

Because it is the thriving'st calling. 
The only saints-bell that rings all in ; 

What's tender conscience? — ^'Tis a botch 1267^ 
That will not bear the gentlest touch ; 
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But breaking out, dispatches more 

Than th' epidemical'st plague-sore. 1970 

What makes y' encroach upon our trade, 
And damn all others ? To be paid. 

What's orthodox and true believing 
Against a conscience? A good living. : '\ 

What makes rebelling against kings 197* ** 

A good old cause? Administ'rings. m 

What makes all doctrines plain and clear ?-*•. » ^» 
About two hundred pounds a year. . , i 

And that which was proved true before, • i^ti 

Prove false again ? Two hundred more. 1280*'^ 

What makes the breaking of all oaths . • 

A holy duty ? Food and cloaths. 

What^^s liberty of conscience, > 

r th' natural and genuine sense ? 4. , 

'Tis to restore, with more security, 1305 

Rebellion to its ancient purity ; • 

And christian liberty reduce 
To th* elder practice of the Jews. ^ 

For a large conscience is all one, 
And signifies the same with none, 1310- 

It is enough, quoth he, for once, 

And has reprieved thy forfeit bones ; 

Nick Machiavelhad ne'er a trick, 

(Though he gives name to our Old Nick,) ^;.) 
* * 

But was below the least of these, 131^ • 

That pass i* th' world for holiness. 



«> 
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r/ds saidy the furies and the light 
tV instant vanished out of sight ; 
d left him in the dark alone^ 
th stinks of brimstone and his otrie. 1 390 

The queen of night, whose large command 
\le9'tt£i the sea, and half the land, 
\d over moist and crazy brains, 
high spring-tides, at midnight reigns, 
u now declining to the west, 1 39.5 

go to bedy and take her rest ; 
Im Hudibras, whose stubborn blops 
my^d his bones that soft repose, 
\y still expecting worse and more, 
^etch*d out at length upon- the floor : 1330 

\d though he shut his eyes as fast, 
tf A' had been to sleep his last, 
w all the shapes that fear or wizards 
y make the devil wear for vizards, 
id pricking up his ears^ to hark 136 J 

he could hear too ifi the dark ; 
as first invaded with a groan, 
od after, in a feeble tone, 
lese trembling words, Unhappy wretch, 
hat hast thou gotten by this fetch ; 13-10 

• all thy tricks in this new trade, 
ly holy brotherhood o' th* blade ? 
' saunt'ring still on some adventure, 
^^ growing to thy horse a Centaur^ 
iroL. I. p 
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To stuff thy skin with swelling knobs 1345 

Of cruel and hard-wooded drubs f 

For still th' hast had the worst on't yet. 

As well in conquest as defeat : 

Night is the sabbath of mankind. 

To rest the body and the mind, IS3* 

Which now thou art deny'd to keep, 

And cure thy laboured corpse with sleep. 

The knight, who heard the words explained, f ' 
As meant to him this reprimand, . . » « 

Because the character did hit 18*5 

Point-blank upon his case so fit ; 
BelievM it was some drolling spright 
That staid upon the guard that night ^ 

And one of those h* had seen and felt .^ - 

The drubs he had so freely dealt. 1|60 

When, after a short pause and groan, 

Tlie doleful spirit thus went on. 

This'tis t* engage with dogs and hears 

Pell-mell together by the ears, ^ 

And after painful bangs and knocks: 1365 

To lie in limbo in the stocks. 

And from the pinnacle of glory " 

FaU headlong into purgatory : 

(Thought he, this devil's full of malice, 

That on my late disasters rallies.) 1370 

Condemn d to whipping, but declinM it, 

By being more heroic-minded ; 
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And at a riding handied worse^ ' ^ • . ' * 

iVith treats mare etovenly and caarie : . . \ 
Engaged with^ends in stubborn wars, IST^^ 

^nd hot disputes with conjurers ; '^ ''- 

^nd when th* hadst bravely won the day. 
Was fain to steal thy self away . ^ 

(I see, thought he, this shameless $lfi ' V 
Would fain steal me too from myself IfiSb 

That impudently dares to own 
What I have sufferM for and done.) » f 
And now but venturing tq betray, 
Hast met with vengeance the same way. 

Thought he. How does the devil know' 139^ 
What 'twas that 1 designed to dp ? . \\ », 

With that he rous*d his drooping heart, 1399 
Ahd hastily cryM Out, What art ? . - * 

A wretch, quoth he, whom want of grace - -^ 
Has brought to this unhappy plac^. 

I do believe thee, quoth the knight. 
Thus far Tm sure th*art in the right; ^ ^ ^ 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee. 14Q5 

Better than thou hast guess'd of me. , , . , 
Thou art some paltry, black-guard spright, . -^ > 
Condemn* d to drudgery in the night; , \ ; 

.^ Sir, quoth the voice, y' ar^ no such 80iphi,*14^3 
As you would have the world judge of ye. > 

p 9 
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If you design to weigh our talent$^ USi 

r tK standard of your ownfaUe balance. 

Or think it possible to know 

Us ghosts^ as well as we do you : 

IVe who have been the everlasting 

Companions of your drubs and basting, U30 

And never left you in contests 

With male or female, man or beast. 

But provd as true t' ye, and entire. 

In all adventures, as your squire. 

(Thought he, 'tis no mean patt of civil 1335 
State prudence, to cajole the devil ; 
And not to handle him too rough. 
When h* has us in his cloven hoof. J 

'Tis true, quoth he, that intercourse 
Has pass'd between your friends and ours : li9P 

Right, quoth the voice, and as I scorn 1347 
To be ungrateful, in return 
Of all those kind good offices, 
I* II free you out of this distress, 1530 

And set you down in safety, where 
It is no time to tell you here. 

The cock crok)Sy and the mor^i grows on, _ 

When- * tis decreed I must be gone : 

And if I leave you here till day^ \555 

You* II find it hard to get away. 
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ith that tlie spirit grop*d ahont^ 

%d tK inchanted hero out, 

iryd with haste to lift him up ; 

^ound his forlorn hope^ fUs erup, 1660 • 

'viceable with kicks and blows 

ivM from hardened-hearted foes. 

iought to drag him by the heels, 

Gresham carts, with l^s for wheels ; 

car, that soonest cures those sores, 1 665 

nger of relapse to worse, 

; in t' assist him with its aid, 

up his sinking vessel weigh* d. 

}oner was he fit to trudge ^ 

wth made ready to dislodge : 1 370 

pirit hors'd him like a sack, 

the vehicle his back; 
bore him headlong into th' hall, 
some few rubs against the wall. 
e finding out the postern locked, \676 

th' avenues as strongly blocked, 
tacked the window, storm* d the glass, 
in a moment gain*d the pass ; 

which he dragg'd the worsted soldier^ s 
quarters out by th* head and shoulders ; 



7. The light space in the cenlre of the moon and 
arks of light on Hudibras's body there, resemble 
I glass. 
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And cautiously began te scouif 1581 

Tojind their fellow eatile out. •.*.-. 

Nor was it half a mmut/s ^UMt^ 

Ere he retrievd the champim% Si heasi^^ • 

TV d to a pale^ instead. oC rack^ 1 585 

But neer a saddle an his- back. 

Nor pistols at the saddle-bow^ 

Conv^yM away the Lord knows how. 

He tJiought it was no time ta stays 

And let the. night to steal jaway; 1^90 

But in a trice adioane d tlie kmight 

Upon the bare-ridge bolt uptigbi*. ' - '•^ 

And groping outfox Ralpha^ s jade^ 

He found the saddU to^wasstray^d^ .u ■ ^ • 

And in the place ^ lump^fsmp^ 'X ^ 159^ 

On which he speedily leap^jinpf, ; . , 

And turning to the. gate the rein^ .: >^ 

He kicked and cudgelKdiW^amain.A )\- V*^' 

Winle Hudibraei'wiik sftufi Amsie^' I ' 

On botti sides Hid^aboui aevfcts^^ - > r . ; ' . ligoo 

And spurred as, jdekiea use^ .to bi:eal^\ ^ . • 

Or padders to secure a aeekv • 

Where let us l^y.e>am fora tim^ 

And to tl(ieir.dhurehtel;iirii\ our rhyme; 

To hold forth their declining state, - 4^05 

Which now conae n^ar an even rate- 
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turn iiBeuifBNT. 

The saints engage in fierce contests, 
^bout their carnal interests : 
To share their sacrilegious preys. 
According to their rates of grace ; 
Their various frenzies to reform, 
When Cromwell left them' in a storm : 
Till, in th' eflSgy of Romps, the rabbit 
Burns all their gratrd^» of the cabal. 
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CANTO III 



THE AftGUMISHT. 






Hie knight dnd sKjuife^s (Prodigious fltgtit 
To quti th' inebanted boW'r by night : 
He plods to larn.his amorous suit ' ' 
T' a plea in law, and prosecute; 
Repairs to counsel, to advise 
'Bout managing the enterprize ; . 
But first resolves to try by letter, 
And one more fair address, to get hen 

— Disguis'd in all the nuisk ofnigfU^ 
We left our champion on hisjlight. 
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* I insert no part of this Canto except the argument 
3f it, from which it will appear to have relation to sub« 
jects which, fov ^sons. already stated) I omit to notice. 
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At hlind-nian* 8-huff^ to grope his teay^ 45 

In equal fear of night and day ; 
Who took his dark and desperate course. 
He knew no better than his horse ; 
And by an unknown devil led, 
(He knew as little whither) Jled. ^ 

He never was in greater need, 
Nor less capacity of speed ; 
Disabled^ both in man and beast^ 
To fly and run away, his best ; 
To keep the enemy\ and fear ^ 55 

From equal falling on his rear. 
And though with kicks and bangs he plyd 
The further and the nearer side : 
(As seamen ride with all their forc^, 
And tug as if they rowM the horse ; 60 

And when the hackney sails most swift. 
Believe they lag, or run adrift ;) 
'^ So though he posted e*er so fast. 
His fear was greater than his haste : 
For fear, though fleeter than the wind, 65 

Believes 'tis alwavs left behind. 
But when the mom began f appear^ 
And shift t* another scene his fear ; 
He found his new officious shade ^ 
That came so timely to his aid, 70 

And forced him from the foe t* escape^ » 
Hud turned itself to Ralpho*s shs^Cy 
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So like in person, garb, and pitch, 
*Twas hard t' interpret which wa? which- 

For Ralpho had no sooner told is 

The lady all he had tf unfold, 
But she convetf d him out ofsighfy 
To entertain th* approaching knight ; 
And while he gave himself diversion, 
T' accommodate his beast and person, 80 

And put his beard into a posture 
At best advantage to accost her ; 
She order'd th* antimasquerade 
(For his reception) aforesaid : 
But when the ceremony was done, S5 

The lights put out, and furies gone ; 
And Hudibras, among the rest, 
Convey' d away^ as Ralpho guess'd ; 
The wretched caitiff all alone 
(As he believed) began' to moan, 90 

And tell his story to himself; •*- 

The knight mistook him for an elf: 
And did so still, till he b^an 
To scruple at Ralph's outward man ; . - 

And thought, because they oft agreed 95 

T* appear in one another s steady 
And act the saint's and devil's part, 
With undistinguishable art ; 
They might have done so now, perhaps, 
And put on one another's shapes ; , ,100 



And therefore, to resolve the doubt, 
He star'd iLpon him^ and cry'd out, : 
What .art ? my squire, or that bold spright 
That took his place and shape to«night ? 

What made thee, when they all were gone, 149 
And none but thou and I aloiie. 
To act the devil, and forbear 
To rid me of my hellish fear ? 

Quoth he, I knew your constant rate. 
And frame of sp'rit, too obstinate, 
To be by me prevail* d upon, 155 

With any motives of my own : 
And therefore strove to counterfeit 
The dev'l a while, to nick your wit; 
The dev'l, that is your constant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye : i60 

Else toe might still have been disputing^ 
And they with weighty drubs confuting. 

The knight, who now began to find 
TA* had left the enemy behind-. 
And saw no farther harm remain, \&6 

But feeble Weariness and pain ; 
Perceivd\ by losing of their way, 
TK had gairtd tK advantdge of the day ; 

* 

And by declining of the road^ ' 

They had, by chance j their rear made good ; 

He ventured to dismiss his fear, f71 
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Quoth he, It wad thy cowardice ISi 

That made me from this leaguejr rise ; 
And when Vd half-reduced the place^ 
To quit it infamously baaie. 

AH this, quoth Ralph, I did, 'tis true, S07 

Not to preserve myself, but you. 

« 

But were our bones in fit condition , 9S7 
To reinforce the expedition, 
'Tis now unseasonable, and vaixi. 
To think of falling on again : 330 

No p^ar^ial project to surprize, 
Can ever be attempted twice; , ^ *" 

'Tis plain, you cannot now do worse, ^ ilJS 
Than take this out.of-fesbion'd c6\irft6 J ' 
To hope, by stratagem, tb woo her, 
•Or waging battle to subdue her. 

Besides, encounters at the. bar .^9 

Are braver npw than those, in war. . 
In which the law does eifcecutioi); 
With less disorder and confusion ; 

The law, that settles all you do, ''431 

And marries where yoB did but woo : 
That makes the most perfidious lover - 
A lady, that's as fiilse^ recover : 
And if it judge upon your side, 435 

Will soon extend her for your bride ; : 
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And put her person^ good$^ or lands, 
Or which you like bast, inf your hd$^. 

But lawyers are too wise a nation, 483 

T* expose their trade to disputation ; 

And if you follow their advice, 499 

In bills, and answers, and replies ; 
They'll write a love-letter in chancery. 
Shall bring her upon oath to answer ye, 
And soon reduce her to b* your wife, 
Or make her weary of Ker life. 

The knight^ who us*d with tricks and shifts 505 
To edify, by Ralpho's gifts, 
But in appearance cry^d him down. 
To make them better seem his own, 
(All plagiaries constant course 
Of sinking, when they take a purse,) 510 

Resolv'd to follow his advice. 
But kept it from him by disguise ; 
And after stubborn contradiction, 
To counterfeit his own conviction. 
And by transition fall upon 5\5 

The resolution as his own. 

Quoth he, This gambol thou advisest. 
Is, of all others, the unwisest ; 
For if I think by law to gain her. 
There's nothing sillier or vainer. 520 



519. The subject of law, of which so mnch is s&id in 
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^Tis but to hazard my pretence. 

Where nothing's certain but th* expend-, 

To act against myself t and traverse 

My suit and title to her favours. 

And if she should, which Heaven forbid, 525 

Overthrow me, as thejidler did ; 

What after-course have I to take, 

'Gainst losing all I have at stake ? 

And yet I have no other way, 537 

But is as difficult to play. 

For to reduce her by main force. 

Is now in vain ; by fair means, worse ; 5 jlO 

But worst of all to give her over, 

Till she's as desp'rate to recover. 

For bad games are thrown up too soon, 

Until they're never to be won. 

But since I have no other course 515 

But is as bad t' attempt, or worse ; 

He that complies against his will, 

Is of his own opinion still ; 

Which he m' adhere to, yet disown. 

For reasons to himself best known : 550 

But 'tis not to b' avoided now. 

For Sidrophei resolves to sue ; 

this and the other cantos, has relation to matters which 
(as well as the subjects of whipping and oaths, as before 
noticed J I have reserved. 
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Whom I must afiswer, or begin 
Inevitably Jirnt with him. 

I, who resolve to oversee 

No lucky opportunity. 

Will go to counsel to advise 

Which way t' encounter, or surprise, 

And after long consideration, 

Have found out one to Jit tK occasion; 

Most apt for what I have to do, 

As counsellor and justice too. 

And truly so, no doubt he was^ 

A lawyer Jit for such a case. 



Fig. 38. 



'\ 



567 



570 



575 



. ! 



tk 



? \ 




) 



) 



223 

An old dull sotj who told the clock ' ' ' 
For many years at Bridewell-dock, 
At Westminster and Hicks's hall, 
And Hiceius Doctius play'd in all ; 380 

Where^i in all governments and times^ 
H* had been both friend and foe to crimes^ 
And us*d to equal ways of gaining, 
By hindering justice, or maintaining : 

To this brave man the knight repairs, 621 
For counsel in his law affairs ; 
\nd found him, mounted in his pew, 
With books and money placed for shew, 
Like nest-eggs to make clients lay, 625 

And for his false opinion pay : 
To whom the knight, with comely grace. 
Put off his hat^ to put his case : 
Which he as proudly entertain d 
As tK other courteously strairid ; 630 

And, to assure him Uwas not that 
He looked for bid him put on's hat. 

Quoth he. There is one Sidrophel, 
Whom I have cudgelPd. — Very well. 

— ^— ^— — ^ ■ II ■ I I III ■ I 11 II II 11 ■ ■■■! I I ■! ■ ■ ■ I ■ 11 I I I^M^iMI— 

575, Figure 38 gives a view of the lawyer, whose pro- 
totype may be seen, if the south side of the moon be up* 
permost, situate just over the head of Sidrophel, and looking 
full in the face of Hudibras: his books ieind money lie at 
his right-haod side. 
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Anil now he brags t* have beaten me;— 635 

Better and better still, quoth he. 

And vows to stick me to a wall. 

Where'er he meets me. — Best of all. 

'Tis true the knave has taken*s oath 

That IrobVd Aim.— Well done, in troth. 640 

When K has confessed he stole my cloak^ 

And picked my fob, and what he took ; 

Which was the cause that made me bang him. 

And take my goods again. — Maijy, hang him. 

Now whether I should beforehand 645 

Swear he robbM me ; — I understand ; 

Or bring my action of conversion 

And trover for my goods ; — Ah ! whoreson. 

Or if 'tis better to indite, 

And bring him to his trial ; — Right. 650 

Prevent what he designs to do, 

And swear for th' state against him -.—True. 

Or whether he that is defendant, 

In this case has the better end on*t ; 

Who putting in a new cross-bill, 655 

May traverse th* action : — Better still. 

Then there* s a lady too, — Aye marry, 

That's easily prov'd accessary ; 

A widow, who, by solemn vows 

Contracted to me, for my spouse, 660 

Combined with him to break her word, 

And has abetted all, — Good Lord ! 
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StibomM th* afbresaid Sidropheti 

To tamper with the dev'l of hell ; 

Who put me int* a horrid fear, 665 

Fear of rtiy life,— Make that appear. 

Made an assault with /lends and men^ 

Upon my body. — Good agen. 

And kept' me ir a deadly fright. 

And Jalse itnprisonmenf^ uil night ; 670 

Mean while thep robb*d me;und my horsCi 

And stifle my saddle. — -Worse and worse. 

And made nie mount upon the bare ridge^ * 

T* avoid a wretdheder miscarriage. 

Sir, quoth the lawyer, not to flatter ye^ 675 
You have a$ good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alive to claim^ 
For if theyVe U8*d yOu, as you say. 
Marry, quoth I, God give you joy ; 6S0 

I wou'd it were my -case, Td give 
More than I'll say, or you'll believe: 
I would so trounce her, and her purse, 
Fd make h^ kneel for bett'r or Worse ; 
For matrimony and hanging here, 6SJ 

Both go by destiny so clear ^ m 

That you as sure may pick and choose, 
As cross I win, and pileyoii loose: 
And if I durst, I would advance 
As much in ready maintenance, 690 

VOL. !• a 
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A% upon any eaM IVe kiiown, , 

But we that practise ^are not own. 

The law severely contrabands , ♦ 

Our taking bus'ness off nf^en'9 han^ ; 

'Tis common barratry^ that hsar/^ 695 

Point-blank an action^ Against our em'$i- 

Arid crops tJiem till there is not Icdtf^ety 

To stick a pin in^ left of eitk^ ; 

For which, soine do the 6U(n|[oerH^a<jtU, 

And o*er the bar^ like tumblerSy V0ult» ,700 

But you may swear at any mte. 

Things not in nature, for the atate : 

For in all courts of justice h^re 

A witness is not said to aweajr, 

But make oath ; that i;», in plain ter^^l, 70<3 

To forge whatever be aJ9Sf ms. 

(I thank ye«, quoth the knighi^f^r th^tf 
Because *tis to my purpose pat)-^ 

And i/on can want no witnesses .* * ^25 

To swear to any thing you please. 

For that^ quoth he, let me alone ; 7 5 

W* have store of such, and all our own; 
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698. On iaspectiog the prototype of the lawyer, ia the 
map of the mooHf it will be s^en that an angle of '£ght 
breaks in upon his head, In the neighbourbQod of the ear, 
upon which light there is a dark mark^ like a^^ole^ wbkb 
gives somewhat the appeataMe of the ear bein^ cut o£ 
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Bred up and tutor'd iby ppr te^cjm^^ 
The ablest of comewpc^^^t^^t^hes^. 

That's welij quptb h^, but I sJMHJilfi gve^f 
By weighifig^ e^U advantages ^ 740 

Your surest ir*y is first tp pitch 
Qn Bongey, for a water* witch ; 
And tt?Aen y' ^at^€ hang*d the emijurer^ 
\ ' have itiipe enough to deal with her. 
1' th' interim, spare for no trepasBS 74S 

To draw her neck inia the bam; 
Ply her with love-lietters, wd HUeUj 
And bait 'em w^l for quirks and qioiliete, 
With trains tVenveigle foid sftrprise 
Her heedless a»siwi5r$ a»d replies : 750 

And tfsA£ mm tke mom^'trap lines^ 

Ih^fll ^erve fpr other hy-desjg»9 ; 

A»d m^kje ^m artist uA^erstsiQd 

To copy out her seal and hand: 

Or find void places in the paper 755 

To steal in sonxething to intrap hei* ; 

Till with her worldly goods and body. 

Spite of her heart, she has endowed ye : 

Retain all sorts of witnesses, 

And when y are furnished with all purtfeyi^ 771 

I shall be ready at your service. 

I would not give, quoth Hudibras, 

A straw to understand a case, 

Q 2 
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Without the admh'able skill 775 

To wind and manage it at will ; 

To vere^ and tack^ and steer a cause. 

Against the weather-gage of laws ; 

And ring the changes upon cases. 

As plain as noses Uponfaces^ 780 

As you have well instructed me. 

For which you've earnd (here 'tis J your fee;— 

I long to practise your advice, 

And try the subtle artifice, 

To bait a letter asiyou bid ; 78i 

As not long after thus he did : 

For having pump'd up all his wit. 

And hummed upon i7, thus he writ. 

782. Observe particular!/ the action of Hudibras's 
haDd, with the likeness of a piece of money in it, as h^d 
towards the lawyer. 



AN 



HEROICAL RPISTLE 



OF 



HUDIBRAS TO HIS i;,ADY. 



I WHO was once as great as Caesar, 
Am now reduced to Nebuchadnezzar; 
A-d «.m as ft^'d a c<,n,ue«.r 
- As ever took degree in war, 
Or did his exercise in battle, 5 

By you turnd out to graze with cattle; 
For since I am denyd acces$ 
To all myearthly happiness, 
Am fallen from the paradise 
Of your good graces^ and fair eyes; 10 

Lost to the worlds and you^ Vm sent 
To everlasting banishment ; 
Where all the hopes I had t' have woa 
Your heart, b'ing dashM, wUI break my oum^ 

Yet if you were not so severe 15 

To pass your doom, before you hear. 
You'll find, upon my just defence, 
How nTuch y* have wrong'd my innocence. 

)6. Alluding to bLs owp horse and to Ralph's^ of both 
rbieb he forms a part. 
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That once I nUtde a vcfW t^ yatii 

Which yet is unperformed, 'tis true ; 20 

But not because it is unpaid, 

•Tis violated, though delay'd : 

Of, if it were, it id no ^ult, 

So heinous as you'd have it thought; 

To undergo the loss of ears, 25 

Like vulgar hackney perjurers : 

For there's a difference in the eatoy 

Between the mhle and ther hm6 ; 

It is no scandal, nor aspei^idn, 39 

Upon a great and noble person. 
To say he naturally abhorred 
Th' old-fashion'd trick, To keep his Wdfi ; 
Though 'tis perfidioiisri^s aftd sliani^ 
In meaner men to do fh^ satiie : 
For to be abte to fixrgef , 4^ 

Is found more useful, to th^ ^at, • 

Than gout, or deafness, or bad ^eS, ' 

To make *em pass for wondrous wis^. 
But though the law, on perjurers. 
Inflicts the forfeiture of ears ; 50 

It is not jiist that does exempt 
The guilty, aHid puiitsh th' inh66€Jnt :^ 
To make the ears repair the wron^ * 
Committed by th* uiigoverri'd tongue ; 
And Tt^hen oii* mei«b<^ is fot»w<wrt, * ' ^65 
Another to he cropt or torn. ' ^ - ^' 



And if you should ^ va jovt cfesigDy 

By course 6f liw/ recover min^^ 

You're like, if you Consider r^fat. 

To gain but little honour hy*t, 60 

For he thai for his lady^s $ake^ > 

Lays down his Kfe or limbs at stdkey 

Does not so much deserve her fttvour, -' 

As he that pawns his soul to have ber^ 

This f have acknowledged I have don^i^ 65 

Although^you now disdain to own ; 

But sentence what you rather ought 

T' esteem good service, than a fault, 

^^ Besides, oaths are not bound to bear 

" That lit'ral sense the words infer ; 7(X 

" But, by the practice of the age^ 

" Are to be judg'd how fiaur th' enga^e^ 

•^^ And where the isense by eustom's check'i^ 

** Are found void, and of none ^ect* . 

*^ For no man takes or keeps a yow^ 75 

*< But just as he s^es others-do ; 

Nor are th' oblig'd to be so brittle, 

As not to yield and bow a little ; 

For as best-temper'd blades are found, 

Before they break, to bend quite round; ,60 
** So truest oaths are still most tough, y 
" And though they botr, are breaking proof*** 
Then wherefore should they not b* allowed 
In love a greater latitude ? ^ ^, 
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Fof"as the law of arms approves ,85 

All ways to conquest, so should love*.^; 

And not be ty*d to true or false, 

fiut make that justest that prevails ; 

For how can that which is above 

.AH empire, high and mighty love, QO 

Submit its great prerogative 

To any other pow^r alive ? 

Shall love, that to no crown gives place, 

Become the subject of a case ? ^ * 

The fundamental law of nature 95 

Be over-rurd by those made after ? 

Commit the censure of its cause 

To any but its own great laws ? 

Love, that's the world's pres^vative. 

That keeps all souls of things alive ; 100 

Controls the mighty pow'rof fate, 

And gives mankind a longer date; 

The life pf nature, that restores, 

As fast as time and* death devours ; 

For why should he who made address, 141 
All humble ways, without success, 



90. What has been said before in respect of the reser- 
vation of the subjects of whipping, oaths^ and law, is to 
be upderstood also of what the poet at such length 
observes upon l6ve. 
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And tnet with nothing in return, 

But insolence, affronts, and scorn, 

"Not strive .by wit to countertninej 145 

And bravely carry his design? 

He who was us^d so unlike a soldier^ 

Blown up with philtres of love*powder ; 

And after letting blQod and purging j 

iCondemn'd to voluntary scourging; 160 

AlarnCd with many a horrid fright. 

And jclaw'd by goblins in the night ; 

Insulted on, revii'd, and jeer' d. 

With rude invasion of his beard ; 

And when your sex was foully scandal'd, 155 

As foully by the rabble handled ; 

Attacked by despicable foes, 

And drubbed with mean and vulgar blows ; 

And, after all, to be debarred 

So much as standing on his guard: 160 

When horsesy being spurrd and pricked. 

Have leave to kick for being kicked? 

Or why should you, whose mother wits 

Are furnish'd with all perquisites ; 

B* allowed to put all tricks upon 167 

Our cully sex, and we use none ? 

We, who have nothing but frail vows 

Against your stratagems t* oppose. 170 

Or oaths more feeble than your own, 

By which we are no less put down ? 
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Vou wound, Hke Pafihi4mii nihile youjiifi 
And kill with a tetteuiing iyi : 
Retire the mote, the more ioi pre$^y Vlh 

* To draw us into ambushes: 
As piratei» all false colours wes^, 
T' intrap th* unvraty ntdrinef ; 
So women^ to «uipri«0 ud, spread 
The borrow^ d Jlags of white and rid; WO 

Display *4m thicker on their dheeki^ ^ 

Than their old grandmotketSi the Pp^U; 
And raise more devils with their kiok^. 
Than conj urers* less subtle books : 
Lajf trains of amorous intrigues j 185 

In towers, and curls ^ and perriwig^^ 

Nor are those scandals I confessed, 213 

Against my will and interest, 
More than is daily done of course, 315 

By all men, when they* re unckr force. 

Nor am I (without a precedent,) 527 

The first that on th adventure went : 

All mankind ever did of course. 

And daily does the same, or worse. S^ 

tor what romance can shew a lover^ 

That had a lady to recover, 

And did not steer a nearer course, 

To fall aboard in his amours? 

And what at first was held a crime, J35 

Has turn*d fo honourable in time. 
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To Wtef a fielghff did iitfawt Rcm^ 
By ravi&hiiig of troifieii^ coniie? 
When men tipoii their dpouse^ lieiz'd^ 
And freely ttiarry'd where they pka9*d: Mi 
They lie'ef fotsWdfe thefttlscitves, not i^*d. 
Nor in the mind they \^ete m^ di'd: 
Nor took th0 p^liisf f address a«d isae, 
Kor play'd the tttasquerade to wod t 
Disdain'd to stuy tot friends' cdtiseHfts, t^S 
Nor juggled about settlements ; 

But took a wise and shorter course 955 

To win the ladies, downright force ; 
And justly made 'em prisoners then. 
As they have often since, us men; 
With acting play^, ^tid daildng'j igs^, 
The luckiest of all love*^ intfigttes. 460 

A nd when they had them alt tbeif pleasure. 
Then talkM of krve and flafmes ai leisure; 
For after tiiatrim<>ny*s over, 
^ He that holds 6tit but half t lovef , 
Deserves, fo^ erv'ty initidte, mor^e ^65 

Than half a year of lore before ; 
Fbr which the dames, ih colitertiplatron 
Of that be!ft Way of applicJ^tion, 
ProvM nobler wives than e*er were known. 
By suit, or treaty, to be won ; 270 

And sueh as all posterity * 
C^uld never equal, nor come nigh. 
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For women first were made for men, 
Not men for them. — It follows, then. 
That men have right to ev'ry one, 275 

And they no freedom of their own : 
And therefore men have pow*r to choose, 
But they no charter to refuse. 
Hence 'tis apparent, that what course 
Soe'er we take to your amours, 280 

Though by the indirectest way, 
'Tis no injustice, nor foul play ; 
And that you ought to take that course^ 
As we take you, for better or worse; 
And gratefully submit to those 285 

Who you, before another, chose. 

But I forget myself, and rove 311 

Beyond th* instructions of my love. 
Forgive me, fair, and only blame 
7%' extravagancy of my Jlame. 
Since 'tis too much, at once to shew 315 

Excess of love and temper too. 
All I have said that's bad, and true, - 
Was never meant to aimi at you ; 
Who have so sovereign a controul - 
O^er that poor slave of yours, my soul: 320 



« 



31 J. Tlie terms rove- and extravagancy have relation 
to the moon considered anciently as a planet. 
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That rather than to forfeit you^ 

Has ventured loss of heaven too; 

Both with an equal pow*r possest, 

To render all that serve you blest : 

But none like him^ who^s destined either 325 

To have^ or lose you^ both together. 

And if you'll but this fault release, ' 

(For so it must be, since you please,) 

rU pay down all that vow, and more, 

Which you commanded, and I swore, 330 

And expiate upon my skin 

Th* arrears in full of all my sin. 

For 'tis but just that 1 should pay 

TA' accruing penance for delay, 

Which ^hall he done, until it move 335 

Your equal pity, and your love. 

The knight, perusing this epistle, 
Beiiev'd he'd brottght her to his whistle ; 
And read it like a jocund lover. 
With great applause t' himself, twice over : 340 
« ■ ■ ^ ' ■ ■ ■ ■■ ■ — — ^ ■ . . ■ 

538. As Hudibras's finger is in the attitude of beckon- 
ing (implied by the term brought her) so are his lips in 
that of whistling. 

339* The letter, before it is sealed, may be referable to 
that quadrangular portion of light in the moon intiercepted 

m 

between Hudibras's face and Sidrophel's. If the knight 
reads his letters only twice over, and not three times 
according to the three outlines, of which (m before ob- 
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Substrib^d his nanie^ but at a Jit 

And humble distance^ to his wit; 

And dated it with wpndrous art, 

Giv'n from the bottom of hi^ besf t : 

Then «ie<r/V it with his coat of love, 3ii 

A smoking faggoti — and abov0j 

Upon a scroll^-r^l bum wd weep, 

And fiear it^-rr^For her Udyjphip ; 

ieir?edj) bis fiic<e ^ay b«e ccm^jder^d as ccwppsjed ; it; ^aj 
be because only two of ithose tiir^ Ojatlirve^ are directly 
torned towards the $()ace of light which b&9 beep 'con- 
ceived to be the prototype of the letter. 

341. The subscription of his name, may possibly xefer 
only to the general resemblance to the colour of brass (hue de 
brass) exhibited by the whole of the moon ; or It may have 
a particular reference to those cbaractersj which being 
situate just before his fdce, 9Md cber^fore «t the bottom of 
the papei'> {mz, at a humble dhtwce) hnvit a geiierid like* 
ness to letters of Uie Mlph^ibef, ^im1| lil^e ib^ r^st ^^f tbe 
p^on, mre of tj?e ^oioiar of br^ss. 

344. The letter, when folded and sealed, may be referr 
able to the lozenge-shaped portion of shadow near the 
knight's heart. It has a round spot of light upon it, in 
the place of the seal, contiguous to other paler light, 
^bich may be conceived to resemble a smoking faggot. 

347. The scroll above I conceive to.be refe^abie to 
that ray of light which strikes across the knight's face^imd 
which may be fancied to be either a flame of fire or % 
tear from bi$ eye* ■ . . . x 
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Of all her sex most exceUeat, 
These to her gentle hand present. 8.50 

Then gave it to hi^ faithful squire. 
With lessQus how /' ohserv^e and eye her. 
She first considered whieli was b^tt^« 
To send it hack^ or burn the letter. 
But guessing that it njigbt import, ^55 

Though nothing else, at least \m sport, 
She opmd it^ and read it out, 
With many a smile and leering flout : 
Resolved to auiwer it in kind* 
And thw$> pexfojm'd what she design'd. 560 



TflE 

LADY'S ANSWER 

TO THE 

KNIGHT, 



•» 



THAT you re a beasts and turned to gradt^ 

Is no strange newSy fior ever wai», 

At least to me^ who once, you know, 

Did from tJie pound replevin you^ 

When both your sword and spurs were wxm 6 

Jn combat by an Amazon ; 
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That sword that didj likefate^ determine 

Thb inevitable death of vermin ; 

And never dealt its furious blows. 

But cut the throats of pigs and cows ; 10 

By Trulla was in single fight, 

Disarmed, and wrested from its knight, 

Your heels degraded of your spurs. 

And in the stocks close prisoners : 

Where still they'd lain, in base restraint, \5 

If I, in pity of your complaint, 

Had not, on honourable conditions, 

ReleasM *em from the worst of prisons ; 

And what return that favor met. 

You cannot, though you would, forget ; . 30 

When being free, you strove t* evade 

The oaths you had in prison made ; 

Forswore yourself, and first deny'd it, 

But after own'd and justiiy'd it: 

And when y' had falsely broke one vow, - 25 

Absolved yourself by breaking two. 

For while you sneakingly submit. 

And beg for pardon at our feet. 

Discouraged by your guilty fears, 

To hope for quarter for your ears :• 20 

And doubting 'twas in vain to sue, 

You claim as boldly as your due ; 

Declare that treachery ^n6 force. 

To deal with us, is th* only course ; 
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We have no title nor pretence 35 

To body, soul, or conscience ; 

But ought to fall to that man's share 

That claims us for his proper ware. 

These are the motives, which, t'induce 

Or fright us into love, you use, 40 

A pretty new way of gallanting. 

Between soliciting and ranting; 

Like sturdy beggars, that intreat 

For charity at once, and threat. 

But since you undertake to prove 45 

Your own propriety in love. 

As if we were but lawful prize 

In nvar, between two enemies ; 

Or forfeitures, which every lover. 

That would but sue for, might recover ; 60 

I^is not hard to understand 

The myst'ry of this bold demand : 

That cannot at our persons aim. 

But something capable of claim. 

'Tis not those paltry counterfeit 56 

French stones^ which in our eyes you set^ 
But our right diamonds^ that inspire 
And set your amorous hearts on fire : 



b5. Observe, with regard to this and the following 
les, the prototype of the widow, as drawn in figure £3^ 
ite. 
VOL. I. R 
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^ Nor can those false St. Martinis bends 

Which on our lips you lay for reds^ 60 

And make us wear like Indian dames. 

Add fewel to your scorching flames ; 

But those true rubies of the rock. 

Which in our cabinets we lock. 

*Tis not those orient pearls, our teeth, 65 

That you are so transported with ; 

But those we wear about our necks^ 

Produce those amorous effects. 

No is^t those threads of gold, our hair. 

The perriwigs you make us wear ; 70 

But those bright guineas in our chests, « 

That light the wild-fire in your breasts. • 

These love-trickp Tve been vers*d in so. 

That aH their sly intrigues I know. 

And can unriddle by their tones, , 75 

Their mystic cabals, and jargons ; 

Can tell what passions by their sounds. 

Pine for the beauties of my grounds^ 

What raptures fond and amorous, 

O' th^ charms and graces of my house ; 80 

What ecstasy, and scorching flfinie^ 

Burns for my money, in my name; 

What from th* unnatural desire 

To beasts and cattle takes itsjire ; 

What tender sigh and trickling tear, , 85 

Longs for a thousand pounds Jl-year ; 
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And languishing transports are fond 
Of statute, mortgage, bill, and bond. 

These are th' attracts which most m^n fall 
Enamoured, at first sight, withal ; 90 

To these th' address with serenades, 
And court with balls and masquerades. 
And yet, for all the yearning pain 
Y' have suffer 'd for their lovtes, in vain ; 
I fear they'll prove so nice and coy, ~ 95 

To have, and t' hold, and to enjoy ; 
That all your oaths and labour lost, 
They'll ne'er turn ladies of the post. 
This is not meant to disapprove 
Your judgment in your choice of love ; 100 
Which is so wise, the greatest part 
Of mankind study *t as an art ; 
For love should, like a deodand. 
Still fall to th' owner of the land ; 
And where there's substance for its ground, 105 
Cannot but be more firm and sound 
Than that which has the slighter basis 
Of airy virtue, wit, and graces ; 
Which is of such thin subtilty. 
It steals and creeps in at the eye. 1 10 

And, as it can't endure to st^y. 
Steals out again, as nice a way. 

But love, that its extraction owns 
From solid gold, and precious stones, 

r3 
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Must, like its shining parents, prove 115 

As solid, and as glorious love. 

Hence *tis, you have no way t* express 

Our charms and graces, but by these : 

For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth. 

Which beauty invades and conquers with, 120 

But rubies, pearls, and diamonds, 

With which, as philtres, love commands ? 

This is the way all parents prove, 
In managing their children's love; 
That force 'em t' intermarry and wed, 125 

As if th* were burning of the dead. 
Cast earth to earth, as in the grave, 
To join in wedlock all they have ; 
And when the settlement's in force, 
Take all the rest, for better or worse : 130 

These are the virtues, in whose name 185 

A right to all the world you claim. 

And boldly challenge a dominion. 

In grace and nature, o^er all women ; 

Of whom no less will satisfy. 

Than all the sex, your tyranny. 190 

187. This and the followipg lines have regard to a 
circtimstance which it is not necessary to particularize^ 
but which^ from the similarity of its periodical appearances, 
would seem to have some connection with the moons 
changes. 



Although youMl find it a hard province^ 
With all your crafty frauds and covins, 
To govern such a numerous crew,. / 
Who, one by one, now govern you : 
For if you all were Solomons, 195 

And wise and great as he was once. 
You'll find they're able to subdue 
(As they did him) and baffle you. 
And if you are imposM upon, 

'Tis by your own temptation done : 900 

That with your ignorance invite. 

And teach us how to use the slight. 

For when we find y' are still more taken 

With false attracts of your own making. 

Swear thaCs a rose^ and that a stone^ 205 

Like sots^ to us that laid it on ; 

And what we did but slightly prime. 

Most ignorantly daub in rhyme ; 

You force us^ in our own defences^ 

To copy beams and influences ; 210 

To lay perfections on the graces, 

And draw attracts upon our faces ^ 

And, in compliance to your wit. 

Your own false jewels counterfeit : 



■•* 



204. This is one among many other allusions^ to the 
Qoon's only shining by a borrowed light. 
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For, by the practice of those arts, fl5 

We gain a greater share of hearts. 

And those deserve in reason most, 

That greatest pains and study cost : 

For great perfections are, like heavn^ 

Too rich a present to be giv'n. J20 

Nor are those master-strokes of beauty 

To be performM without hard duty : 

Which, when they're nobly done, and well, 

The simple natural excel. 

How fair and sweet's the planted rose,^ 925^ 

Beyond the wild in hedges grows ; 

For, without art^ the noblest seeds 

Of flowers degenerate into weeds. 

How dull and rugged, ere ^tis ground' 

And polish'd, looks^ a diamond ? 230 

Though paradise were e'er so fair, 

It was not kept so without care. 

The whole worlds without art and dress, 

Would he hut one great wilderness ; 

And mankind hut a savage herdy 235 

For all that 7%ature has conferred. 

This does hut rough-hew, and design^ 

Leaves art to polish and refine. 

Though women first were made for men, 

Yet men were made for them agen : 240 

For when (outwitted by his wife) 

Man first turnM tenant but for life ; 
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If women had not intervened, 

How soon had mankind had an end I 

And that it is in being yet, S45 

To us alone you are in debt. 

And where's your liberty of choicei 

And our unnatural No voice ? 

Since all the privilege you boast. 

And falsely usurp' d, or vainly lost, 250 

Is now our right ; to whose creation 

You owe your happy restoration. 

And if we had not weighty cause 

To not appear in making laws, 

We could, in spite of all your tricks, 255 

And shallow, formal politics. 

Force you our managements € obey^ 

As we to yours (in shew J give way. 

Hence 'tis, that while you vainly strive 

T* advance your high prerogative, 260 

You basely, after all your braves^ 

Submit, and own yourselves our slaves ; 

And 'cause we do not make it known. 

Nor publicly our int'rests own. 

Like sots, suppose we have no shares 265 

In ordering you and your affairs : 

When all your empire and command. 

You havejrom us at second hand; 
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As if a pilots that appears 

To sit still only while he steers, 270 

And does not make a noise and stir, 

Like ev'ry common mariner, 

Knew nothing of the card nor star. 

And did not guide the man of war : 

Nor we, because we don*t appear 275 

In councils, do not govern there : 

While, like the mighty Prester John, 

Whose person none dares look upon, 

But is preserved in close disguise 

From b'ing made cheap to vulgar eyes, 280 

W^ enjoy as large a power unseen, 

To govern him, as he does men : 

And in the right of our Pope Joan, 

Make emptors at our feet fall down ; 

Or Joan de Pucel's braver name, 235 

Our right to arms and conduct claim ; 

Who, though a spinster, yet was able 

To serve France for a grand constable. 

We make and execute all laws, 
Can judge the judges and the cause ; 290 



269; 289, 8ic. In illustration of the meaning of these 
lines, I shall merely quote the following passage from 
Pliny's Nat. Hist concerning the moon :— " hand scio an 
omnium quae in coclo pernosci potuerunt magistra." 
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Prescribe all rules of right or wrong, 

To th' long robe, and the longer tongue ; 

'Gainst which the world has no defence, 

But our more powerful eloquence. 

We manage things of greatest weight ' 29^ 

In all the worliVs affairs of state, 

Are ministers of war and peace, 

That sway all nations how we please. 

We rule all churches and their flocks, 

Heretical and orthodox, 300 

And ar^ the heavenly vehicles 

O* th* spirits, in all conventicles : 

St/ us is all commerce and trade 

Iinprov d^ and managed ^ and decayed; 

For nothing can go off so well, 305 

Nor bears that price, as what we sell. 

We rule in ev'ry public meeting, 

And make men do what we judge fitting ; 

Are magistrates in all great towns, 

Where men do nothing, but wear gowns. 310 

We make the man of war strike sail, 

And to our braver conduct veil. 

And, when h* has chas'd bis enemies, 

Submit to us upon his knees. 
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303. This regards the influence which the tides, inti- 
mately connected with the changes of the moon^ are well 
knoWn to have upon commercial affairs. 
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Is there an officer of state, 315 

Untimely raised, or magistrate. 

That's haughty and imperious ? 

He*s but a journeyman to us : 

That as he gives us cause to do*t, 

Can keep him in, or turn him out. SP20 

We are your guardians, that increase, 
Or waste your fortunes how we please ; 
And, as you humour us, can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

'Tis we that can dispose alone, 32a 

Whether your heirs shall be your own. 
To whose integrity you must. 
In spite of all your caution, trust ; 
And 'less you fly beyond the seas, 
Can fit you with what heirs we please ;. 330 
And force you t' own 'em, though begotten 
By French valets, or Irish footmen. 
Nor can the rigorousest course 
Prevail, unless to make us worse ; 
Who still the harsher we are us*d, 33^ 

Are farther oflFfrom b'ing reduced: 
And scorn t* abate, for any ills. 
The least punctilios of our wills. 
Force does hut whet our wits t^ ^ppfy 
ArtSf born with us, for remedif ; 340 

Which all your politics, as yet. 
Have ne'er been able to defeat : 
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For when y* have try*d all sorts of ways^, 

Whs^t fools d'we make of you in plays? 

While all the favours we afford, 345 

Are but to girt you with the sword, 

To fight our battles in our steads^ 

And have your brains beat out o* your heads; 

Encounter, in despite of nature, 

And Jight at once withjire and water^ 35Q 

With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas. 

Our pride and vanity t* appease ; 

Kill one another, and cut throats, x 

For our good graces, and best thoughts ; 

To do your exercise for honour, 355 

And have your brains beat out the sooner ; 

Or crack* d^ as learnedly, upon 

Things that are never to be known : 

And still appear the more industrious, 

The more your projects are preposterous ; 360 

To square the circle of the arts. 

And run stark mad to shew your parts ; 

Expound the oracle of laws. 

And turn them which way we see cause ; 

Be our solicitors and agents, 364 

And stand for us in all engagements. 
And these are all the mighty pow'rs 

You vainly boast, to cry down ouis ; 

And what in real valuers wanting, 

Supply with vapouring and ranting : 370 
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Because yourselves are terrify'd, 

And stoop to one another's pride ; 

Believe we have as little wit 

To be outhectorM and submit : 

By your example, lose thai right SJ5 

In treaties^ which we gaind injight : 

And terrify'd into an awe, 

Pass on ourselves a Salique law : 

Or^ as some nations use, give place ^ 

And truckle to your mighty race, 380 

Let men usurp tK unjust dominion. 

As if they were the better women. 
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A LEARNED society of late, 
The glory of a foreign state, 



ELEPHANT IN THE MOON. 

1. If the method of explaining Hudibras, resorted to in 
the preceding part of this volume, be subject to any doubt, 
that doubt will be removed on a perusal of a few notes 
upon another Poem, attributed to the same Samuel Butler, 
the received author of Hudibras. This Poem, in no degree 
less ingenious than Hudibras itself, is the Elephant in the 
Moon, written, as it is said, in satire of the Royal Society 
of the day. The way in which the satire operates, is by 
imputing the fruits of their lucubrations to the influence of 
lunacy, under which idea I shall enter upon an illustration 
of the poem in the same manner as I have endeavoured to 
throv^r light upon Hudibras. 

2. If, as will presently be seen, the characters of thit< 
Poem are to be traced to the moon, that will sufficiently 
explain the epithet foreign, as the moon's brightness 
accounts for the term glory. 
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Agreed, upon a summer^s night, 

To search the moon hy her own light; 

To take an inventory of all 5 

Her real estate, and personal ; 

And make an accurate survey , 

Of all her lands, and how they lay, 

As true as that of Ireland, where 

The sly surveyors stole a shire : 10 

T* observe her country, how 'twas planted, 

With what sh' abounded most, or wanted; 

And make the proper'st observations 

For settling of new plantations, 

If the society should incline 15 

T^ attempt so glorious a design. 

This was the purpose of their meeting. 

For which they chose a time asjittvng^ 

When^ at thefull^ her radiant light 

And injluence too were at their height. 20 

10. Several of the characters introduced in the poem 
of Hudibras^ are brought into action in this poem also; 
this arrangement may be easily understood, if, instead of 
a cudgel, a whip, or a sword, conceived to be in the hands 
of those characters in the former, we now suppose them 
to have, for the most part, a telescope in their hands. \ye 
jare now, indeed, to fancy the prototypes of those different 
characters in the moon, to be themselves employed in look- 
ing at .the moon, where, in fact, the tenth line insinuates 
them to be stationed. 



And now the lofty tuhe^ the scale 

With which they heaven itself aseail. 

Was mounted full against the moon 

And all stood ready to fall on^ 

Impatient who should have the honour S J 

To plant an ensign first upon lur. 

When one^ who for his deep belief 

Was virtuoso then in chief. 

Approved the most profound and wise 

To solve impossibilities SO 

Advancing gravely to apply 

To tn optic glass his judging eye^ 

Cry'd, strange ! — then reinforced his sight 

Against the moon with all his mighty 

And bent his penetrating brow 35 

As if he meant to gaze her through ; 

When all the rest began to admire, 

And, like a train from him tookjire^ 

27. The first member of the society noticed by the 
poet has precisely the same prototype as Sidrophel in 
Hudibras, whose positioo in the moon has been already 
pointed out in the note on his figure, numbered; ante^ SS, 
to wliich I beg to refer the reader : he has only to suppose 
the moon itself to be the object now observed^ instead of a 
«tar. 

38.- Oa the bead of this first character ^re those streaks 
of light, before pointed out on various occasions, which, 
being now supposed to resemble a train of gunpowder 
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Surprised with wonder, beforehand, 

At what they did not understand, 40 

Cry'd out, impatient to know what 

The matter was they wonder'd at ? 

Quoth he, th* inhabitants o tV mooUy — 
Who when the sun shines hot at noon, 
Do live in cellars under ground, 45 

Of eight miles deep and eighty round, 
(In which at once they fortify 
Against the sun and th* enemy) 
Which they count towns and cities there, 
Because their people's civiller 50 

Than those rude peasants that are found 
To live upon the upper ground, 
Caird Privolvans, with whom they are 
Perpetually in open war ; 

And now both armies^ highly enrag^d^ 55 

Are in a bloody fight engag^ d^ 
And many fall on both sides slain. 
As by the glass *tis clear and plain : 
Look quickly then, that every one 
May see the fight before 'tis done. 60 

With that a great philosopher. 
Admired, and famous far and near y 

fired^ are connected, directly or indirectly, with all the* other 
light parts of the moon. 
61. The second member of the society is drawn in 
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As one <3f singular invention 
But universal comprehension^ 
Apply d one eye and half a nose^ 
Unto the optic engine close: 
For he had lately undertook 
To prove, ^nd. publish in a hook 
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fVff. S9. 




having the same prototype as Cerdon^ in Hudibras (drawn^ 
antCj in figure 21); by a reference to which prototype 
in the moon, his spectacles may be easily traced there, 
as meniiotied in line 76; and he is called great <6i 
and 79>) because his person occupies the whole of the sha- 
dows of the moon.' The star-like explosion of light, so. 
often noticed, may be easily imagined to resemble a book, 
(as in line 68,) with a hand, (in^shadow,) resting or writing 
upon it with a pen, (in light)^ 
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That men^ whose natural eyes are out^ 

May^ hy more powerful art^ be brought 70 

To see with tK empty holes^ as plain 

As if their eyes were in again ; 

And if they chanced to fail ofthose^ 

To make an optic of a nose^ 

V As clearly U may^ by those that wear 73 

But spectacles^ be made appear^ 
By which both senses being united, 
Does render them much better sighted. 
This great man having fix^d both sights 

. To view the formidable fights, 80 

Observed his besty and then cry'd out ; 
The battle 's desperately fought ; 
The gallant Subvolvani rally ^ 
And from their trenches make^ sally 
Upon the stubborn enemy ^ g j 

Who now begin to rout and fly. 
These silly ranting Privolvans 
Have every summer their campaigns^ 
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- 88. If the moon be observed with a telescope ia the 
summer time> there will appear a sort of motion all over 
ber surface, which may be assimilated to the motion of 
bubbles of soap-suds blown in a bason. These objects ia 
apparent motion constitute tlie Privolvans and Subvolvani/ 
%hom the poet describes as being engaged in so fierce s 
^contest; which contest, in a more enlarged view, hoi 
regard to the opposition subsisting between the 4i(feffftf 
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And muHer^ like the warlike sons * 
Of Rawhead and of Bloodybones^ VO 

As numerous as Soland geese 
r th' islands of the Orcades, 
Courageously to make a standi 
And face their neighbours hand to hand^ 
^ Until the long*d-for winter's come, 9/ 

And then return in triumph home, 
And spend the rest o* th'year in lies, 
And vapouring of their victories. 
From the old Arcadians they* re believM 
To be, before the moon, derived, 100 

And when her orb was netc created 
To people her were thence translated : 
For as th' Arcadians were reputed 
Of all the Grecians the most stupid, 

quarters of the moon, and the alternate victory and defeat, 
or ascendency and depression of those quarters, arising 
from her librations; which are the subject of so much 
humorous poetry in Hiidibras. The epithet si/lj/, in line 

* 

86, points to idiotism, or lunacy^ as connected with the 
moon. 

90. If the figure of Cerdon, (drawn ante, No. £1,) be 
turned upside down, in addition to the face of Colon, ix^hich 
it will then exhibit frontinir the left hand, there may be 
"seen, fronting to the right, an accurate resemblance of e 
human skull, alluded to occasionnlly in Hudtbras, and 
frequently in the ensuing volumes. 

s 2 
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Whom nothing in the world could bring 105 
« To civil life h\xt JiddUng^ 

They still retain the antique course 

And custom of tlieir ancestors^ 

And always sing andjiddle to 

Things of the greatest weight they do. . 1 10 

\ While thus the learn'd man entertains 

The assembly with the Privolvans, 

Another of as great renown 

And solid judgment, in the moon^ 

That understood her various soils, 115 

• And which produced best genet-moyles, 

And in the register of fame 

Had enter d his long living name, 

106 and lOQ. These lines refer to the likeness of a 
fiddle in the moon^ as drawn in the hand of Crowdero 
(fig. 14, ante). The singing regards the' music of the 
spheres, so frequently alluded to by the ancient poets, 

1 10. This line contains a strong allusion to .the pre- 
ponderances or librations of the moon, as mentiohed in 
tbe note on the 88th line. 

113. The third member of the society is drawn, in fig. 
40, together with the elephant, the object of his discovery, 
situate in the moon at the end of the prototype of his 
telescope. , It is the same character as constituted the 
goddess Fame in Hudibras, (drawn ante, fig. 25,) to which 
there seems to be an allusion by the mention of great 
renown in this line, and of Fame herself in line 117. She 
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After he had por'd long and hard 

T^ th* aigine, gave a start and stard — 120 

Quoth he, a stranger sight appears 

Than e er teas seen in all the spheres : 

A wonder more unparallerd, 

Than ever mortal tube beheld : 

An elephant from one of those \Jt5 

Two mighty armies is broke loose. 

And with the horror of the fight 

Appears amaz'd, and in a fright : 

Look quickly, lest the sight of us^ 

Should cause the started beast t*imboss; 130 



is situate^ in strong lights on the south side of the moon^ 
facing the norths and with her head to the right hand of 
the north. 

Fig. 40. 
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It is a large one^far more great, 

Thau e\r was bred in Afric yet. 

From which we boldly may infer 

The moon is much the fruitfuller. 

And since the mighty Pyrrhus brougirt JS3 

Those living castles first, 'tis thought, 

Against the Romans in the field, 

It may an argument be held 

(Arcadia being but a piece, 

As his dominions were, of Greece) 140 

To prove what this illustrious pei*son 

fla» made so noble a discourse on, 1_ 

And amply satisfyM us all 

Of the Privolvans' original. 

That elephants are in the moon, 145 

Though we had now discovered none. 

Is easily made manifest. 

Since, from the greatest to the least, ' - - 

All other stars and constellations 

Have cattle of all sorts of nations, 1^0 

And heaven, like a Tartar's hord, 

With great and numerous droves is stor'd : ! 

And if the moon produce by nature 

A people of so vast a stature, 

*Tis consequent she should bring forth 166 

Far greater beasts too than the earth 



150. Aliading to the different beasts in the sodiac. 
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(As by the best accounts appears 

Of all our greatest discoverers) ; 

And, that those monstrous creatures there 

Are not such rarities as here. 

. . Meanwhile the rest had had a sight 

Of all particulars o' th' fight, 

And every man with equal care 

Perus'd of th' elephant his share, 

Proud of his interest in the glory 

Of so miraculous a story ; 

When one who for his excellence * 

In heightening words and shadowing sense^ 
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167. The fourth member of the society is exhibited in^ 

Rg. 41. 




ipoted 
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And magnifying all he wYvi 

With curious microscopic wit, 170 

Was magnify d himself no less 

In home and foreign colleges^ 

Began, transported with the twang 

Of his own trillo^ thus t' harangue. 

Most excellent and virtuous friends, 175 

This great discovery makes amends 
JFor all our unsuccessful pains^^ 
And lost expense oi time and brains: 
For, hy this sole phenomenoii. 
We ve gotten ground upon the moon, 180 

:A.ltd gain'd a pass, to hold dispute 
With all the planets that stand out ; 
To carry this most virtuous war 
Home to the door of every star. 
And plant th' artillery of our tubes 18j 

Agains^t their proudest magnitudes ; 



f(E\pmg the north, j(the north being placed on the right 
' band,) and with hid head to the left hand of the north: the 
shadujv which was the prototype of Hudibras's (folded) 
letter to his mistress, is, i^i the hand of this figure,, a 
•onicroscope. .His large nose is such an one as a man 
might h^ve who is given to speak through his nose, which 
may be alltKl^d to, perhaps, by-the terms iwung and trilh, 
in line 173. 
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To stretch our victories beyond 

Th* extent of planetary ground, 

And fix our engines, and our ensigns, 

Upon the fix'd stars' vast dimensions, 190 

(Which Archimede, so long ago, 

Durst not presume to wish to do,) 

And prove if they are other suns 

As some have held opinions. 

Or windows in the empyreum, 195 

From whence those bright ejjiuvias comie 

Like flames offire^ as others guess. 

That shine i th* mouths of furnaces. 

Nor is this all we have achiev'd, 

• But more, henceforth to be believM, 200 

And have no more our best designs. 
Because they're ours, believ'd ill signs. 
T' out.throw,,and stretch, and to enlarge, ' 
Shall now no more be laid t' our charge ; 

. Nor shall our ablest virtuosos 205 

Prove arguments for coffee-houses ; 



195. The mention of zmndozDs, effiuvias, flamasy &c. 
made in the passage intercepted between this line and the 
224th, may relate to different resemblances^ which the 
prototype of the character explained in the last note 
exhibits, one of which, the elder-stick is introduced, by 
way of example, in figure 41. The skull alluded to in 
2ig has already been- pointed out in the note on line 90. 
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Nor those devices, that are laid 
Too truly on us, nor those made 
Hereafter, gain belief among 
Our strictest judges, right or wrong ; 210 

Nor shall our past misfortunes more 
Be charg'd upon the ancient score; 
No more our making old dogs young 
Make men suspect us still i' th' wrong ; 
Nor new invented chariots draw 915 

The boys to course us without law ; 
Nor putting pigs t' a bitch to nurse. 
To turn them into mongrel curs, 
Make them suspect our sculls are brittle^ 
And hold too much wit or too little ; 990 

Nor shall our speculations, whether 
An elder'Stick will save the leather 
Of schoolboys* breeches from the rod^ 
. Make all we do appear as odd. 
This one discovery's enough 99i 

To take all former scandals off — 
But since the world's incredulous 
Of all our scrutinies, and us, 
And with a prejudice prevents 
Our best and worst experiments, 930 

(As if they' were destin'd to miscarry 
In consort, try'd or solitary,) 
And ftince it is uncertain when 
Such wondera will oceur agiMn, 
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Let us as cautiously contrive 953 

To draw an exact narrative 

Of what we every one can swear 

Our eyes themselves have seen appear^ 

That when we publish the account^ 

We all may take our oaths uponi. S40 

This said, they all with one consent 

Agreed to draw up th* instrument^ 

And for the general satisfaction 

To print it in the next Transaction. 

But whilst the chiefs were drawing up :249 

This strange memoir o' th* telescope^ 

One peeping in the tube by chance 

mm. 

Beheld the elephant advance^ 

£36. Observe the action of the character now in quet* 
tion, as in the 'attitude.of writing. 

£40. The term oaths here convejs the same allaston ai 
the long tirades upon them in Hadihras. See the note in 
the 139th page of this volume, and for oath there, read oatbi. 

£47. If the prototype of the character described in the 
note on the 1 13th line, viz. the third member of the society^ 
be reversed so as to have the head downwards, that head 
will be seen to exhibit the resemblance of another human' 
face, in the action, as it were, of looking through the same 
telescope as the figure reversed. This new figure I take 
lo be alluded to by the poet as the fifth member of Ua 
society, as such a reversal might be conceived to be Uie 
effect of accident or chance, tis meDtioAe4 iQ this line. 
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And from the wett side o' tk* moon 

To th' east icas in a moment gone. 250 

This being related gave a stop 

To what the rest were drawing up; 

And every man, amaz'd anew 
^JTow it could possibly be true. 

That any beast should run a race $55 

So monstrous in so shott a space, 

JResolv'd, howe'er, to make it good. 

At least as possible as he could, 
■And rather his own eyes condemn. 

Than question what he 'ad seen with theTn. 360 



g4p. Jf the prototype of the elephatit introduoetl in 
fi^re 40, aDte, be observed contrariwise, there may be 
traced Wttbin the same, or nearly the very same limits of 
the moon's disk, another elephant, as drawn in 

Fig. 42. 



with its head in the place of the tail of the other, biit with 
^e feet of both towards the saine quarter, oamely, the 
sooth. 



While all were thus resolvM, a man 
Of great renown there thus began — 
*Tis strange, I grant ! but who can say 
What cannot be, what can, and may ? 
Especially^ at so hugely vast S65 

A distance as this wonder s plac*d^ 
Where the least error of the sight 
May shew things falsest but never right ; 
Nor can we try them, so far off. 
By any sublunary proof: 270 

For who can say that Nature there 
Has the same laws she goes by here ? 
Nor is it like she has infus'd. 
In every species there produced. 
The same efforts she does confer 975 

Upon the same productions here. 



261. I take the character referred to hei*ey as the sixth 
nieml>er of the society, to have the same prototype in the 
moon^ as constitutes that of Ralph in Hudibras: the diction 
and stile of reasoning in his harangue^ very much resemble 
those of Ralph : and the expression of a man of great 
renown, (26l ,) may apply to it, as it forms one of the most 
prominent resemblances to a human face of any seen in \)At 
moon./ 

267. This mention of error alludes to the moon consi* 
dered as a planet ; as the term false, in the next iioe^ d9^ 
to her shining only with a borrowed Tight. 
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Smce tfi6te with us, of several nations. 

Have such prodigious variations, 
- And she affects so much to use 

Variety in all she does. gSO 

Hence may be inferred that, though I grant 

We ve seen t tli moon an elephant^ 

That elephant may differ so 

From those upon the earth below. 

Both in his bulk, and force, and speed, S85 

As being of a different breed, 

That^ though our own are but slow pac'd. 

Theirs there may Jiyy or run as fast, 

And yet he elephants^ no less 

Than those of Indian pedigrees. S90 

This said, another of great worth, 
Fam'd for his learned works put forth, 

^ ■ 

288. If the originals of either of the elephants drawn 
in figures 40 and42>be examined in the map of the moon, 
the head and cap of Hudibras's Talgol there^ may be 
easily conceived to form wings to them. 

S91- The seventh member of the society seems to me 
to be referable to the same prototype ti% Hudibras's Colon, 
or 'Hudibras's Cerdon reversed, or tinrne.d i>pside down. 
He IS drawn in figure 43, with the scrowl of <he narrative^ 
now complete, (S21,) in his haKd^^^^JJe is called 'grea^ 
(d^],) from bis ocdupying ilie whole of the sba^ws^of 
the moon; and as hils he^id comprise tjn^ greatei^jpor- 
tion of all those shadows, when taken collectively, that 



Looked wise^ then said, all this is trae^ 
And learnedly obserp^ d by ya»^ 
But there's another reason ft>r't. 
That falls but very little short 
Of tnathematic demonstration^ 
Upon an accurate calculation^ 
And that is — As the earth and moon 
Do both move contrary upon 
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circumstance, as well as the moon's libraiion, may be 
alluded to, perhaps, by the mention, in 316, of the 
bias'd side ; while the outlines of the star-like explosion 
of light before nis face tnay be considered as constituting 
the mathematical figures idluded to in ^97- 

Fig. AS. 
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Their axes, the rapidity I 

Of both their motions cannot be *' 

But so prodigiously fast, 

That vaster spaces may he past 

In less time than the beast has gone, SOS • 

Though he* d no inotion of his own. 

Which we can take no ineasure of. 

As you have cleared by learned proof. 

This granted, we may boldly thence 

Lay claim t' a nobler inference, 310 

And make this great phenomenon 

(Were there no other) serve alone 

To clear the grand hypothesis . ^ • 

Of th' motion of the earth frona this. :. 

With this they all were satisfy 'd, 315 

As men are wont o' th* biased side^ 
Applauded the profound dispute, 
And grew more gay and resolute, 
By having overcome all doubt, 
Than if it never had fall'n out ; 320 

And, to complete their narrative^ 
Agreed t* insert this strange retrieve. 

But while they %€ere diverted all 
With wording the memorial, ^ . 
The footboys^ for d\veYsiojx.ioo,^^ 325 

As having nothing else to do, '^ 

Seeing the tele^ope-zt leisuife-. / 
Turn'd virtuosos^^r their pleasure. 
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Segan to gaze upon the moon. 

As those they waited on had done^, 330 

With monkeys* ingenuity j 

That love to practise what they see ; 

When oney whose turn it was to peep. 

Saw somethifig in the engine creep. 

And, viewing well, discovered more, 335 

Than all the learn 'd had done before. 



taik 



331. The particular prototype of a footboy, which I 
take to have given occasion to the remark made in this 
line^ is exhibited in figure 44 as resembling a monkey 
and with a telescope in his paws. It may be seen in pale 
light about the center of the m6on> facing the north, if the 
north be placed on the right hand. But the particular boy 
just against whose eye something appears in motion as he 
peeps through the glass (341)1 take to have the same pro- 
totype as the figure of Cupid (drawn ante, in No. 22,) the 
eye of which would in fact come down close to the glaii 

of the telescope* 

Fig. 44. 
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Quoth he, a little thing is slunk 
Into the long star-gazing trunk. 
And now is gotten down so nigh, 
I have himju^t against mine eye. 840f 

This being overheard by one^ 
Who was not so far overgrown , 
In any virtuous speculation, 
To judge with m^re imagination. 
Immediately he made a guess 34^ 

At solving all appearances, 
A way far more significant 
Than all their hints of th' elephant. 
And found, upon a second view. 
His own hypothesis most true ; 350 

For he had scarce apply'd his eye 
To th*^ engine, but immediately 



341. The Poet seems to have reserved the main dis- 
covery for the same character in the moon^ which formed 
the prototype of Hudibras, who must now be well fixed 
in the reader^s recollection. The term overgrown (342) 
may allude to his protuberant belly. The negativing the 
effect of mere imagination (344) may refer to the pecu- 
liar resemblance to a human figure, which his prototype 
affords ; and the second view, mentioned in line 349, may 
allude to the two (out of the three) outlines of his face 
which direct their view to nearly the same point, and have 
a more particular likeness to the human figure. 
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tie found a mouse was gotten in 
The hollow tube^ and shut between 
^ The two glass windows in restraint^ 355 

JVas swelled into an elephant^ 
And proved the virtuous occasion 
Of all this learned dissertation ; 
And, as a mountain heretofore 
Was great with child, they say, and bore 360 
A silly mouse ; this mouse, us strange^ ^ 
Brought forth a mountain in exchange* 

353. The mouse is drawn in 

Fig. 4i. 




Eismadeup(pardy in light and partly in shadow)of thebasket* 

bilt of Hudibras's sword. Its head is turned to the north 

ft 

uid back to the left hand of the norths and it fills the middle 
portion of the same space which is ascribed to the two 
elephants above drawn, so as to warrant, as it were, his 
t)eing mistaken for one of them. If the map be turned 
jpside down, there may be seen another figure of a mouse^ 
In the space of the former reversed,) fronting the same 
^ay, but with his back turned contrariwise ; so that there 
^ill be a mouse to be referred to either of the elephants. 
The streaks of light which bound the head and tail of the 
uouse, may be taken for laminas of glass, as mentioned 
n S55. 

T 2 
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Meanwhile the rest in consultation. 
Had penrid the wonderful narration^ 
And set their hands, arid seals, and wit, 56i 
T* attest the truth of what they d writ. 
When this accurs'd phenomenon 
Confounded all theyM said or donej 
For 'twas no sooner hinted at, 
But they* all were in a tuinult straight 370 

more furiously enraged by far 
Than those that in the moon made war. 
To find so admirable a hint, 
When they had all agreed t^have seerCt, 
And were engaged to make it out, 375 

Obstructed with a paltry doubt : 
When one, whose task was to determine. 
And solve tK appearances of vermin, 

• ^ ' 

377. Tlie last character of the poem here described is 
clearly referable lo the same prototype in the moon as that 
of TalgoHn Hudibras, to which I beg to refer, as drawn in 
No. 17, ante. That character resembles a rat-catcher 
(382) ; he is surrounded by rats, mice, foxes, &e« which 
have been drawn in the preceding figures in Hudibras; 
the mouse, last drawn, (No. 45,) is, as it were, part of him- 
self, and therefore peculiarly in his province, (392 ;) be- 
sides which, the remarkabfe term discission, (386,) particu- 
larly intimates that the line of light which passes perpen- 
dicularly down his head and body, cuts the mouse, (in 
either of the wavs of drawing the mouse above pointed 
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Who* ad made prof o and discoveries^ 
In frogs and toads, and rats and mice^ 380 
(Though not so curious, *tis true, 
As many a wise rat catcher knew) 
- After he had with signs made way 
For something great he had to say. 

* This disquisition 585 

Is, half of it, in my * discission; 
For though the elephant, as beast, ♦ 

Belongs of right to all the rest. 
The mouse being hut a vermin, none 
Has title to but I alone; 390 

And therefore hope I may he heard. 
In my own province^ with regard. 

It is no wonder we're cry*d down, 
And made the talk of all the town. 
That rants and swears, for all our great 395 
Attempts, we have done nothing yet. 
If every one have leave to doubt. 
When some great secret's half made out; 
And 'cause perhaps it is not true. 
Obstruct, and ruin all we do. 400 

>ut,) into two eqaal parts. This may be hinted, perhaps, 
)y the very break of the line 385, whereby, (the half of it 
>ii}y being given^ it is, as it were, broke ioio two parts ; 
ind again referred to by the terms half, divide/id, half, and 
Htrtners, of 398, 438, 442, and 443. 
385. SicOrig. 
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As no great act was ever done, 
Nor ever can with truth alone, 
If nothing else but truth w' allow 
• 'Tis no great matter what we do : 

For truth is too reserved, and nice, 405 

T* appear in mix*d-societies ; 

Delights in solitary abodes^ 

And never shews herself in crowds ; 

Jf sullen little thing, below 

All matters of pretence and show ; 410 

That deal in novelty and change^ 

Not of things true^ but rare and strange, 

To treat the world with what is Jit 

And proper to its natural wit ; 

The world, that never sets esteem 415 

On what things are, but what they seem^ 

402. The very frequent mention of truth, in this 
speech of the character last described by the poet, seems 
to me to be referable (not only to a particular subject 
which is reserved for the present,) but to the prototype of 
that, character, comprii^ing the same space in the moon 
nhich is considered, in treating of Whachum,in Iludibras, 
(whose figure vide ante, No. 34,) to resemble a well. The 
adage that truth lies in a well, is sufficiently known, and 
had its origin, probably, in the cirGumstance^ that though 
the stars, in the day time, lose all their lustre, yet, whea 
viewed in the day time from the bottom of a well, they 
still appear real stars. Observe the 407th line as to this* 
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And, if they be not strange and new» 

They're ne'er the better for being true. 

For what has mankind gained by knowing 
-His little truih^ but his undoing, ^S9 

Which wisely was by nature bidden. 

And only fpr his good forbidden ? 

And therefore with great prudence doe$ 

The world still strive to keep it close ; 

For if all secret truths were known, • ASS 

Who would not be once more undotie? 

for truth has always danger in* t, 

And here perhaps mety cross some hint 

We have already agreed upon^ 

And vainly frustrate all we 'ave done^ 439 

Only to make new work for stuba. 

And all the academic clubs. 

How much, then, ought we have a care 

That no man know above his share. 

Nor dare to understand, henceforth^ 435 

More than his contribution's worth:; 

That those who 'ave purchased of the college 

A share, or half a share^ of knowledge^ 

And brought in none, but spent repute. 

Should not b' admitted to dispute, 440 

Nor any man pretend to know 

More than his dividend come to ? 

For partners have been always known, 

To cheat their public interest prone ; 
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And if we do not look to our*s, * 445 

*Tis sur6 to run the selfsame course. 

This said, the whole assembly^ allowed 
The doctrine to he right and good. 
And from the truth of what they 'ad heard^ 
Resolved to give truth no regard; 450 

But what was for their turn to vouch, 
And either find or make it such : 
That 'twas more noble to create 
Things like truths out of strong conceit, 
Than with vexatious pains and doubt 455 

To find, or think t' have found, her out. 
This being resolved, they one by one 
Review d the tube^ the mousey and moon ; 
But still the narrower they pry*d, • 
The more they were unsatisfy*d ; 460 

In no one thing they saw agreeing. 
As if they 'ad several faiths of seeing. 
Some swore^ upon a second viewj 
That all they* ad seen before was true^ 
And that they never would recant 465 

One syllable of tK elephant ; 
Avow* d his snout could be no mouse s 
Hut a true elephant's proboscis. 
Others began to doubt and waver, 
Uncertain which o' th' two to favour^ 470 

And knew not whether to espouse 
The cause of th' elephant or mouse. 
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Some held no way so orthodox 

To try it, as the ballot boxj 

And like the nation's patriots, 475 

To find, or make the truth by votes : 

Others conceived it much more fit 

T* unmount the tube, and open it. 

And for their private satisfaction. 

To re-examine the transaction. 480 

And after explicate the rest. 

As they should find cause for the best. 

To this, as th' only expedient. 
The whole assembly gave consent ; 
But ere the tube was half let down, 485 

It cleared the first phenomenon : * 
For, at the end, prodigious swarms 
Of flies and gnats^ like men in arms. 
Had all past muster, by mischance, 
Both for the Sub- and Privolvans. 490 



474. I take the ballot-box to be referable to the same 
space in the moon^ which in Hudibras is often assimflated 
to an. hour-glass ; and, in Whaehum's figure, just now 
noticed, to a well: it may, in fact, be as aptly assimilated 
to a ballot-box. 

488. The prototypes of the flies and gnats may be 
obviously .seen in those little dark spots in the line of the 
telescope in the moon. 



£82 

This being discovered, put them all 

Into afresh and fiercer hrawl^ 

Asham'd that men so grave and wise 

Should be chaldes'd by gnats and flies, 

And take the feeble insects* swarms AQ5 

For, mighty troops of men at arms : 

As vain as those who, when the moon, 

Bright in a chrystal river shone. 

Threw casting-nets as subtly at her. 

To catch and pull her out o' th* water, 500 

But when they had unscrew' d the glass, 

To find out where th* impostor was, 

And saw the viouse^ that^ hy mishap. 

Had made the telescope a trap^ 

Amaz^d^ confounded, and afflicted, 605 

To be so openly convicted. 

Immediately they got them gone 

With this discovery alone : 

That those who greedily pursue 

Things wonderful instead of true ; 510 



492. The expression of all in a brawl is refersjile to 
the disturbance of their K^lative positions £rotn the effect 
of the moon's libration. The tumult they were all in^ a^ 
mentioned in line 370^ alluded to the same circumstance ; 
the term enraged, in the next or 371st line^ regards the 
supposed influence of the moon in lunacy. 
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That in their speculations choose 

To make discoveries strange news, 

And natural history, a gazette 

Of tales stupenduous and far-fet ; 

Hold no truth worthy to he known^ 5\5 

That is not huge and overgrown^ 

And explicate appearances^ 

Not as they are^ but as they please^ 

In vain strive nature to suborn. 

And for, their pains, are paid with scorn. 520 
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520. I now leave the reader to his own reflections on 
this singularly ingenious Poem^ making this remark only 
in conclusion^ that^ however numerous the beauties he may 
find in it, their full force cannot possibly be felt under the 
ideas at ^Ixsent prevalent concerning the doctrine of the 
moon and her motions. In regard to the figures inserted 
in this volume and in those that follow it, I am fully aware 
how much they stand in need of an apology : to state 
that they are all taken from my own drawings, and that 
1 have no pretensions to that talent, may not be thought 
sufficient : it may be asked why a more qualified person 
was not employed ? The answer is, that no other person 
could have executed them in the first instance, but the 
one who first conceived them ; thoggh they are certainly 
capable of great improvements without diminishing their 
correctness. Such as they are, however, they are exact 
copies from the map ; for the first few were drawn froin 
it against a window, and the remainder upon tracing- 
, paper, so that they are capable of being verified by the 
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aimple process of applying the engraved cuts to their ori- 
ginals in the map. If they vary at all from those ori- 
ginals^ they will be found, according to the rule of Horace, 
to be only parc^ detorta ; and that principally in regard 
to the hands of the figures, which were necessary to be 
inserted in order to give the figures action, but which 
hands are not, in all instances, found to have correspon- 
dent prototypes in the moon : a circumstance, in regard 
to which, it is very observable, that in the Egyptian 
hieroglyphic figures, the hands are almost always extremely 
indistinct, with very little resemblance of the human 
hand ; but though my subject leads me mainly to the 
consideration of the hieroglyphics, this is the only remark 
I make upon them here. 

The particular map of the moon, which, from the con- 
venience of its size, was in the first instance adopted in 
preference to others, I found in a little elementary 
treatise, intitled *' the Wonders of the Telescope.** From 
whence it was copied into that treatise I know not; but 
my adoption of it having rendered a very correct copy of 
it necessary, an artist was employed to make one, who not 
being aware of the great degree of accuracy required^ did 
not succeed to my mind. Upon this, I was obligingly 
permitted by the proprietors of that little treatise to pur- 
chase of them the plate itself, from whence their impres- 
sions were taken : but as it was evidently a very old plate, 
it could admit but a very few more impressions from it. 
Another artist, therefore, has been engaged to engrave a 
copy of it, which, approaching far more nearly to the ori- 
ginal, now makes the frontispiece at the head of this volume. 

• 
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